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Introduction

THERE are few countries in the world that can offer brighter
prospects for farming than Rhodesia. Considering the cheap-
ness of land, and its production potential, the increasing local
and world demand, in addition to the good living conditions and
wonderful climate, the abundance of labour, the good communi-
cations and services, it is doubtful whether better could be found
elsewhere.

Of the more than 40 million acres available for settlement by
Europeans, much remains to be fully exploited. As agriculture
contributes over 22% of the gross national product the achieve-
ments thus far have shown the great agricultural potential of the
country.

Farming in Rhodesia offers a way of life that is both satisfying
and rewarding, and land prices are such that the wise investor
should expect substantial capital appreciation, paralleling the coun-
try’s development.

Rhodesian farmers, as a class, are probably as progressive and
forward looking as any. They are keen to take advantage of the
technical resources available, and though mainly individualistic
they do have a keen sense of civic duty, and also recognize the
importance of social activities, including sport. Newcomers will
find here a new life of expanding horizons.

Intending farmers may well consider making use of the facilities
for hospitality obtainable through the Rhodesia National Farmers’
Union, and the offices of the Department of Conservation and
Extension.

August, 1965.




Climate

HODESIA has a climate which would be difficult to surpass
anywhere in the world for pleasant living conditions. For
agricultural purposes, the climate is also regarded as good; though
in many areas it is necessary to store water for use in the dry sea-
son, and irrigation has been found to be profitable.

There are two main seasons in Rhodesia: the warm, summer
season, in which the bulk of the rains fall from November to
March; and the cool, dry, winter season.

From August, temperatures start to rise, reaching a climax in
October, just before the main rains break. During the rainy sea-
son temperatures are moderate, and showers are interspersed with
bright sunshine. In the lower regions temperatures are higher than
on the plateau.

During April the rains tail off and by May the grass has gener-
ally dried, and frosts may occur. During the dry season the days
are bright, sunny and invigorating, and the nights cold enough
for log fires. Sunshine averages over seven hours a day in Rho-
desia.

The rainfall patterns are described in the section dealing with
farming systems. Thirty-seven per cent. of the country has a rain-
fall of over 28 inches annually. The Eastern Districts have a high
and well-spread rainfall, and mists.
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“]HILST land values have increased steadily over the years,

the prospect of great progress in all sectors of Rhodesia’s
economy offers farmers a safe and satisfying field of investment.
The basic resources for production, land and labour are still
cheaper and more abundant in Rhodesia than in more developed
countries.

In sectors of farming where exceptional profits are possible, such
as irrigable land suitable for sugar, and tobacco lands, prices have
risen more steeply. However, it is normal for a farm to fetch from
four to six times the gross income expected within two years of
occupation. (Some able and well-financed farmers may be able
to reach this in one year.) Compare this with the position in
countries like Australia, South Africa, America or Western Europe,
where prices of farms may often be twenty to forty times the
income in the first year or two. Moreover, there are better pros-
pects for technical developments to raise incomes in Rhodesia than
in the older countries.

TO BUY OR LEASE?

Those who intend to take up farming in Rhodesia will be faced
with the decision—whether to buy, or to lease a farm initially.
A lease, with an option to purchase, would give an opportunity
to find one’s feet, and decide whether the farm, the locality, or the
system of farming meets the farmer’s needs.

The intending farmer should make a thorough study before
deciding on any course of action, and both Government and
private bodies are in a position to offer good advice. A copy of the
Agricultural Survey of Rhodesia would be found helpful, with
its maps and detailed descriptions of the farming regions. This
survey is in two parts, covering both the agro-ecological, and the
agro-economic. Officers of the Ministry of Agriculture in their
various branches are able to provide still more detailed informa-
tion, both in regard to the regions and their own particular
expertise.
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Farm Scene —— Perhalonga.

More than half of Rhodesia’s farms have been planned by
officers of the Department of Conservation and Extension. These
plans (which are confidential) give full information on soil types,
suitability, water supplies, conservation requirements, together with
detailed plans for the best use of the land. Further help may be
obtained from appropriate branches of the Ministry of Agriculture,
or the Farm Management Department of the Rhodesia National
Farmers’ Union, on markets, costs, profitability, and sound price
estimates.

Armed with this information the intending farmer should visit
and study the areas which appeal to him, in order to get a clearer
picture before finally deciding. He may then decide to purchase,
or lease, or perhaps even to work as an assistant for a year or
two to get the feel of things. The local farming communities will
be found well organized and keen to assist the newcomer, who
will also find, incidentally, that social and sporting life is well
developed too.

ACQUIRING PRIVATELY HELD LAND

There are a number of land agents who specialize in farm
properties, and the Department of Lands keeps a register of
farms for sale or to lease. Newcomers may be wise to lock into
the potential of farms where tobacco is no longer fashionable.
In this category there are many excellent and well-developed
farms, at prices which fully discount the tobacco price, and are
justified on cattle and maize production.

To give some indication of land prices, the following examples
are given of farms recently sold or for sale.

acres £
Salisbury Area . . . . . . 1,906 for 4,720
1,181 for 7,000
820 for 5,000
1,954 for 6,000
Hartley Area . . . . . . 2,500 for 8,000
1,800 for 6,500
2,250 for 7,500

Marandellas Area . . . . . . 1,500 for 4,720
3,000 for 10,000
Melsetter Area . . . . . . 1,621 for 4,560

1,617 for 2,272
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