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lndependent R hodesia
*W e have struck a  blow for the  preservation ofjustice ,

civiliza tion, and C hristianity, and in the  spirit of ilris
belie f we have this day assumed our sovere ign indepen-
dence. G od bless you a ll."

W ith these solemn words, P rime M inister Ian D ouglas
S mith, of R hodesia , ended an historic broadcast on
llth N ovember, 1965. The nation-and indee4 the
whole  world-now knew that R hodesia  no longer
recognized any outside  suzera inty; that a  little  country
was prepared, ifnecessary to defend its rightful heritage
to its utmost ability.

The P rime M inister's historic broadcast marked the
end of a  twilight of uncerta inty, doubt, and at t'mes, deep
ff{lsffnton. W hile  R hodesians stee led themselves to face
up to whatever re tribution other people  migbt seek to
visit upon the 'm, tley did so with a  great surge of hope,
determination-and re lie f.

All the  equivocation, deceit and procrastination were
now ovcr. It was like  coming out of a  dark cave into
the clean, free  sunlight. They would-and if necessary
they will-pay any price .

It was P rime M inister S mith who read the  D eclaration
of Independence. It was P rime M inister H arold W ilson
and his colleagues who rendered this inevitable . They
left R hodesia  no other choice .

The story rea lly begins in 1923-moro tlan 40  years
ago-when R hodesia  became a  se lf-governing C olony.
From that date , there  was established an unblemished
reoord of progress, stability, justice  and orderly govern-
ment. S tandards a lready second to nono on the  continent
of Africa  were  ra ised for a ll R hodesians. M edica l
services, schools, ra ilways, roads, churches, fine  cities,
housing, factories, technica l and agricultura l colleges--a
U ni. versity-a ll the  things that go to make the  modern
progressive  state; the  proud legacy of 42years of se lf-rule .
R hodesia  has its faults and has made mistakes. But on
bglance it is proud of its achieveme,nts.

S avage lV ildenress
W hen the  P ioneers first arrived in the  la tter part of tho

last century, thrusting through malaria l bush in ox
waggons, thcy found a  savage, untamod wilderness.
S ickness, triba l war and slavery-a long with incredibly
primitive  ignoranco-were  the  lot of tle  comparativb
handful of tribesmen they e 'ncountered. The estimated
African population of that. time was about 300 ,000 at
most, Because of the  hospita ls, doctors and nursing staff
introdued by those first white  R hodesians, and the  iarch
of civiliza tion, tle  African populatiou today has grown

to nearly 4 ,000 ,000, of which 2 ,000 ,000 are  children-
tribute  in itse lf to the  country's medica l advance.

A state  was established that beoame the  envy of oth*
countries in Africa . N one could matoh R hodesia 's
achiovements in socia l services, economic expansion and
constant, orderly government.

T hro'rghout this whole  pe riod, its citize ns re m a ine d
dedicated to tho British way of life . They based every-
thing on tle  principles of fa ir play, tole iance and op-
portnnity for a ll,  a nd the y re m a ine d unswe rvingly loya l
to Brita in; the ir deep affection for the  C rown r-emained
unsurpa sse d

Ferleration E stablished
In 1953, the  now defunct Federation of R hodesia  and

N yasaland was established. O f the  three  territories
involved, R hodesia  was the  only one, by virtue  of its se lf-
ruling status, to put the  matter square$ to the  people  in
a  re ferendum. The answer was "Y es" and thenceforth
M odesia  put a ll her e fforts into making a  success of
Federation-. E conomically, tremendous strides were
m a de .

The story is well known that in 1963, the  British
G overnment re jected its own creation and without ths
concruren@  of e ither the  R hodesian G overnment or tho
overa ll Federa l G overnment, dissolved the  Federation.
M eanwhile , in 1961, the  R hodesian people  accepted, by
r-e fe .rendum, a  new C onstitution whic6  coirferred inO epen-
dence llwithin the  Federa l frami:work".

The 1961 C onstitution was the  result of round table
ta lks between a ll parties and a ll races, presided over by
Brita in's then C dmmonwealth S ecret'a i1 ', M r. D uncair
S andy.s. African nationalists accepted it to a  man . .
a ,nd witlin days repudiated it to a  man. It is emphasized
that, whatever may now be sa id, the  1961 C onstitution
was sold to R hodssia  as conferring independence subject
to Federa l ties.

W hen Brita in unila tera lly dissolved the  Federation, it
became appa.rent that in her eyes, the  independence
R hodesia  had been granted 'lwithin the  Federa l frame-
work" had largely evaporated-but a t the  same time, a ll
the  concessions and agreements R hodesia  had made to
achieve this non-existent independonce, werb still binding.
In short, it had been misled into making extraordinarily
generous concessions--for nothing.

W hile  R hodesia  continued scrupulously to observe the
1961 C onstitution in the  be lie f tla t it was the  basis for
sovere ign independence, the  British G overnment was
clcarly determincd to use the  new situation as a  means
of swiftly promoting so-ca lled majority rule .
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It took two years of intensive  negotia tion and fina lly
som e thing close  to a n ultim a tum , to wring this out of
the  British G ove rnm e nt. T he  1 9 6 1  conce ssions we re  not
e nough. T he  1 9 6 1  C onstitution wa s no longe r conside re d
a  fa ir ba sis for inde pe nde nce .

T he  funda m e nta l diffe re nce  be twe e n the  R hode sia n
a nd British G ove rnrhe nts wa s this. R hode sia ns be lie ve
tha t the  re ins of gove m rne nt should be  he ld in re sponsible
ha nds. T he  colour of those  ha nds is im m a te ria l. T he
m a jority of those  ca pa ble  of e xe rcising a  vote , a nd thus
be ing re sponsible  for gove rnm e nt a re  E urope a ns by
virtue  of the ir culture  a nd he rita ge . In tim e  a  gre a te r
proportion of the  popula tion w ill be com e  e ligible  to vote
a nd the re fore  e xe rcise  a n incre a sing a nd, it is hope d,
re sponsible  influe nce . T he  British G ove rnm e nt on the
othe r ha nd be lie ve  in wha t the y e uphe m istica lly te rm
"m a jority rule ", by which the y m e a n bla ck rule , which is
bla ta nt ra cia tsm . T he  fa ct tha t in se ve ra l pre vious
e xe rcise s of this kind the  one -m a n-one -vote  principle  in
Africa  ha s le d to one  e le ction, one  pa rty, one  dicta tor-
is a ppa re ntly of no conse que nce .

W he n the  London ta lks broke  down in O ctobe r, 1 9 6 5 ,
the  P rim e  M iniste r, M r. Ia n S m ith, told a  P re ss C on-
fe re nce : "T he  British G ove rnm e nt ha s ca te gorica lly
sta te d tha t it no longe r be lie ve s tha t the  1 9 6 1  C onstitution
is a n a ppropria te  ba sis for inde pe nde nce . T his is contra ry
to e ve rything we  ha ve  be e n le d to be lie ve  in the  pa st."

T his disclosure . fla she d ba ck from  London to R ho-
de sia , wa s ta ke n a s a  cle a r indica tion by m ost R hode sia ns
tha t the  British G ove rnm e nt wa s pla nning to double -
cross M r. S m ith, just a s it ha d S ir R oy W e le nsky, the
Federa l P rime M inister.

D uring the  ta lks M r. S mith had offered the  British
G overnment his full acceptance of the  principles of
unimpeded progress towards majority rule  as enshrined
in the  1 9 6 1  C onstitution. H e  offe re d a  m e a ns of provid-
ing the  fre que ntly re fe rre d to "blocking third" a ga inst
amendment of the  entrenched clauses in the  C onstitution
with a n U ppe r H ouse  com prise d e ntire ly of Africa ns. As
the first representative  of a  oountry which has honoured
every guarantee  and commitment it had ever entered into,
he  wa s pre pa re d to offe r gua ra nte e s e nsuring tha t the re
would be  no ta m pe ring w ith the  constitution.

But as M r. S mith himself sa id a t his press conference:
"E ve ry tim e  we  m ove d towa rds the m  (the  British) the y
m ove d furthe r a wa y from  us." It is cle a r tha t the  only
conce ssions offe re d ca m e  from  the  R hode sia n P rim e
M in iste r.

E xpressions of S ympathy
But if M r. S m ith fa ile d to m a ke  he a dwa y with the

British G ove rnm e nt he  ce rta inly succe e de d with the
British pe ople . E xpre ssions of sym pa thy a nd goodwill
poure d into R hode sia  H ouse  from  a ll ove r the  U nite d
Kingdom .

Ba ck in S a lisbury M r. S m ith re ce ive d a  furthe r a ppe a l
from  M r. W ilson; R hode sia 's P rim e  M iniste r re sponde d
with the  offe r of a  sole m n tre a ty gua ra nte e ing the
inviola bility of the  C onstitution. T he n ca m e  M r.
W ilson's dra m a tic a nnounce m e nt tha t he  would fly to
R hode sia .

R hode sia ns be ga n to a sk the m se lve s: "Is he  in e a rne st
this tim e , a t la st ? S ure ly he  ca n't still be  sta lling . .  .  or
ca n he ?" H e could! M r. W ilson a nd his C om m onwe a lth

R e la tions S e cre ta ry, M r. Arthur Bottom le y, a rrive d w ith
a n im pre ssive  corps of 5 0  British civil se rva nts.

H ope fully, R hode sia ns be ga n to wonde r if this e nor-
mous retinue meant that in addition to top leve l ta lks,
there  would be  lia ison at a ll leve ls in the  process of
working out the  complicated deta ils of independence.

M r. W ilson e m ba rke d on ta lks w ith individua ls a nd
orga niz a tions. O f those  whom  he  chose  or a gre cd to se e ,
the  m a jority ha d ne ve r re ce ive d a  single  vote  from  the
pe ople  of R hode sia  a nd we re  in no wa y re pre se nta tive
of public opinion.

W hile  the  British F rim e  M iniste r ga ve  only one  hour
of his tim e  to the  C ouncil of C hie fs ( the  a cknowle dge d
le a de rs of 8 0  pe r ce nt. of the  Africa n popula tion) he  ga ve
ne a rly a  full da y to riva l na tiona list de le ga tions le d by
m e n who ha d e ithe r ne ve r fought a n e le ction or who ha d
ne ve r ha d a  vote  of a ny sort ca st in the ir fa vour.

R oyal C ommission
H ope  surge d a ga in in R hode sia  whe n it wa s a nnounce d

tha t proposa ls for the  e sta blishm e nt of a  R oya l C om -
m ission we re  to be  conside re d by the  two gove rnm e nts.
T he  R hode sia n  G ove rnm e nt w a s pre pa re d  to  a b ide bythe
findings of such a  R oya l C om m ission w ith the  proviso
tha t the  C om m ission's te rm s of re fe re nce  should be  to
find out whe the r or not inde pe nde nce , on the  e xisting
C onstitution a ppropria te ly a m e nde d to a ccord w ith the
vie ws of the  R hode sia n G ove rnm e nt, wa s a cce pta ble  to
the  m a jority  o f the  pe op le  in  R hode sia .

It is proba ble  tha t w ith good w ill on both side s-a nd
this wa s ce rta inly forthcom ing from  the  R hode sia n side -
the  C om m ission could ha ve  e volve d its own m odus
ope ra ndi rvhich would ha ve  be e n a cce pta ble  to a ll pa rtie s.
But on his re turn to London, M r. W ilson ha d cle a rly
done  som e  re thinking. .  .  .

In his sta te m e nt to the  H ouse  of C om m ons, he  he dge d
the  proposa l round w ith so m a ny conditions tha t it be -
ca m e  hope le ss. F or e xa m ple , he  la id down how it should
ope ra te  inste a d of le a ving it to the  C om m ission to m a ke
its own proposa ls in a n inte rim  re port.  H e  insiste d tha t
the  C om m ission should m a ke  known throughout R ho-
de sia  the  British G ove rnm e nt's opposition to the  vie ws
of the  R hode sia n G ove rnm e nt, thus se e king to turn a n
inte nde d im pa rtia l body into a  propa ga nda  ve hicle .

H e  sta te d tha t unle ss the  C om m ission's re port wa s
una nim ous it would be  una cce pta ble -a nd on top of a ll
tha t he  "re se rve d the  British G ove rnm e nt's position a t
a ll sta ge s". In othe r words, ha d the  C om m ission fina lly
com e  forwa rd w ith a  una nim ous re port in fa vour of the
R hode sia n G ove rnm e nt. the  British G ove rnm e nt could
still ha ve  re je cte d it.

R hode sia ns fe lt tha t ha d M r. W ilson re a lly be e n since re
a bout the  R oya l C om m ission proposa l, he  would him se lf
ha ve  sta ye d in R hode sia  to re a ch a gre e m e nt on its te rm s
of re fe re nce . Le a ving M r. Bottom le y be hind for 2 4  hours,
oste nsibly for this purpose , wa s no m ore  tha n a  toke n
ge sture .

T he y now be lie ve -a nd re lucta ntly so did the  R ho-
de sia n G ove rnm e nt be fore  it wa s drive n to ta ke  the  fina l
ste p-tha t M r. W ilson's visit w ith his cote rie  of civil
se rva nts a nd the  la te r a rriva l of the  British Attorne y-
G e ne ra l,  S ir E lwyn Jone s, wa s a  giga ntic cha ra de  in-
te nde d to convince  the  British e le ctora te  tha t: "I  did
e ve rything hum a nly possible ."
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T wo furthe r e ye nts occurre d be fore  the  D e cla ra tion of
Inde pe nde nce . O n the  night of 1 0 th N ove m be r, 1 9 6 5 ,
Brita in's H igh C om m issione r in S a lisbury de live re d a
ve rba l m e ssa ge  to the  R hode sia n G ove rnm e nt. H e  wa s in-
\4 te d to pur, the  m e ssa ge  in writing. T his he  re fuse d to do.

F ina lly, the re  wa s a  te le phone  ca ll from  M r. H a rold
W ilson in London to M r. Ia n S m ith in S a lisburv a t
9  a .m .  on  llth  N ove m be r,  1 9 6 5 .  T h is conve rsa tion  w a s
ta pe  re corde d in London without the  knowle dge  of the
R hode sia n P rim e  M iniste r, a nd a  tra nscript wa s la te r
publishe d from  M r. W ilson's office  a t 1 0  D owning S tre e t.

T he  substa nce  ofthe  conve rsa tion wa s to the  e ffe ct tha t
the  British P rim e  M iniste r conside re d re concilia tion wa s
still possible  (but in te rm s of the  conditions he  ha d la id
down conce rning the  R oya l C om m ission). T he  R ho-
de sia n P rim e  M iniste r could not se e  how re concilia tion
wa s possible  in such circum sta nce s.

.Z ,L--;fa -Z --

F ina lly, M r. W ilson offe re d to se nd a  se nior M iniste r
to R hode sia . As no le ss a  pe rson tha n the  British P rim e
M iniste r a nd his C om m onwe a lth R e la tions S e cre ta ry ha d
be e n in R hode sia  only a  fe w da ys e a rlie r, wa s it to be
wonde re d a t tha t M r. Ia n S m ith re je cte d this offe r?

It sure ly could only be  re ga rde d a s a  furthe r de la ying
ta ctic to throw R hode sia  off its gua rd a nd to prom ote
furthe r unce rta inty a nd procra stina tion until the  so-
ca lle d "R hode sia n proble m " could be  ha nde d ove r to
the  C om m onwe a lth C onfe re nce  in 1 9 6 6 . W e re  R hode sia
to wa it for tha t e ve nt its fa te  would be  se a le d irre voca bly.
W ith a  m a jority of Afro-Asia n m e m be rs, the  outcom e
would ha ve  be e n ine vita ble .

S o it w a s tha t a t 1 .1 5  p .m .  on  llth  N ove m be r,  1 9 6 5 ,
P rim e  M iniste r Ia n D oue la s S m ith introduce d R hode sia 's
D e cla ra tion of Inde pe nd'e nce  in a  na tion-wide  broa dca st
with the  words: "W he re a s in the  course  of hum a n



affa irs history has shown that it may become necestary
for a  people  to resolve  the  politica l s.ffilia lieas which have
connected them with another people  and to assume
amongst other nations the  separate  and equal sta tus to
which the y a re  e ntitle d. .  .  ."

S ince then sanctions have been mounted against R ho-
desia . A little  cynica lly, R hodesians have noted the
officia l line  of the  British P artamentary O pposition that
it would not oppose  sa nctions "so long a s the se  a re  not
punitive ":a s if sa nctions could be  a nything but punitive .

T he y ha ve  note d the  m e a sure s ta ke n by M r. W ilson's
G overnment-many of them incredibly petty and spite -
ful, a nd othe rs de stine d not to unde rm ine  R hodcsia 's
e conom y a s wa s obviously inte nde d, but world confide nce
in Brita in's fisca l inte grity.

For example , one of the  most pa ltry and reprehensible
m e a sure s inspire d by M r. W ilson wa s to block pa ym e nt
to a bout 2 ,0 0 0  British pe nsione rs living in R hode sia .
T he se  pe nsione rs, m a ny of the m  disa ble d e x-S e rvice m e n,
ha d se rve d Brita in we ll.  W hile  the re  wa s no le ga l obliga -
tion on the  R hode sia n G ove rnm e nt to look a fte r the se
pe ople , on the  grounds of com pa ssion a nd hum a nity it
im m sdia le lt cre a te d a  fund so a s to honour Brita in's
re sponsibilitie s. P re ssure  in Brita in com pe ,lle d tha t
country's G ove rnm e nt not to re nounce  its obliga tions
to the se  pe ople ; the  fund cre a te d in R hode sia  wa s put
into "cold stora ge "-for use  in ca se  M r. W ilson's G ov-
e rnm e nt introduce d furthe r vindictive  m e a sure s a ga inst
the se  unfortuna te s. And sure  e nough this ha ppe ne d!
H a ving drive n R hode sia  from  the  ste rling a re a  Brita in
will now only pa y the se  pe nsions in ste rling-a  curre ncy
which is worthle ss to he r pe nsione rs in R hode sia . H ow-
e ve r, the  R hode sia n G ove rnm e nt succe ssfully a nticipa te d
this la te st e xa m ple  of Brita in's chica ne ry a nd will now
ope ra te  its e m e rge ncy pe nsion fund.

As for Brita in's fisca l inte grity, the  world's fina ncia l
house s w ill know wha t to think of a  gove rnm e nt which
se ize s re se rve s in a n e ffort to re solve  a  politica l dispute .

C urious P urpose
W e  do not de ny tha t sa nctions m a y cre a te  une m ploy-

m e nt-a  som e wha t curious purpose  for a ny gove rnm e nt
which cla im s to ba se  its doctrine s on the  we lfa re  of the
worke rs ! T he  de libe ra te  cre a tion of e conom ic distre ss
which w ill hit thosc who ca n le a st a fford to be  hit ( in our
ca se , m ostly im m igra nt Africa n worke rs from  ne igbbour-
ing sta te s) is both crue l a nd futile . T he  R hode sia n G ov-
e rnm e nt ha s its own pla ns for the  a lle via tion of a ny
distre ss tha t m a y be  ca use d by M r. W ilson's "cripple
R hode sia " stra te gy.

Le t us conside r the  w ide r im plica tions of sa nctions.
The cost to the  British taxpayer is a lready astronomical.
C ountless millions will have to be  found to finance M r.
W ilson's de signs.

It rs a  pe rsona l ca m pa ign, of coure e ; M r. W ilson knows
tha t if-we  sa y W H E N -R hode sia  w ins through, he  m a y
find himself in the  politica l wilderness. To save himself,
he  is com m itting m a ssive  a m ounts of British ta xpa ye rs'
m one y to his ca m pa ign. As a  corolla ry he  is a ctive ly
working for the  ca use  of world com m unism .

C ountries like  Tanzania , G hana and others which
ha ve  ha d countle ss m illions in a id from  British a nd
American taxpayers, are  now virtua lly communist sate l-
lite r. T he se  a re  the  countrie s whose  bidding M r. W ilson

is rushing to do-while  R ussia  and C hina laugh on the
side line s.

C a sh gra nts tota lling ne a rty 9 1 9 ,0 0 0 ,m 0  ba vo re ce ntly
been made to Zambia; a  further f12 ,000,000 will be
required to operate  an a irlift of dubious efficiency
because of inadequate  a irports, Africa 's torrentia l ra ins,
and distances that meke the  Berlin a irlift look like  child's
p la y!

By filching R hodeeia 's capita l res rves in London,
M r. W ilson has beon obliged to assume responsibility
for tha t country's public de bts which in one  wa y or
a nothe r a re  gua ra nte e d by the  British G ove rnm e nt.
T he se  tota l 9 1 0 8 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0 .

The C ost
E ven at this early stage in the  exchanges, it is costing

British taxpa)'e ts more  than f,150 ,000,000---and this
takes no account of R hodesia 's trade with Brita in which
la st ye a r inje cte d  3 5 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  into Brita in's e conom y.
T he  cost to Brita in of ha ving e victe d R hode sia  from  the
ste rling a re a  is ine stim a ble .

All this, the  be st pa rt of f,2 0 0 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  is only the
sta rt ! !

M ore  sanctions may follow, but they will ne ither
wreck R hodesia 's economy nor bring down its G overn-
ment. They will certa inly not deflect R hodesia 's people
from  the  course  the y ha ve  chose n for the  pre se rva tion of
C hristia n va lue s a nd-inde e d, the  British wa y of life -
in this pa rt of Africa .

All the  dire  pre dictions so se dulously prom ote d in tlre
world's P re ss of viole nce  a nd m a yhe m  inside  R hode sia
in the  event of a  U D I have been proved utterly untrue .
They have just not materia lized. R hodesia  has not "gone
up in flames". Indeed, African support for G overnment's
a ction tra nsce nds the  highe st e xpe cta tions.

R hodesia 's Armed Forces, P olice  and C ivil S ervice
ha ve  loya lly continue d to ca rry out the ir dutie s. C om -
merce and industry are  facing up square ly and dete ,r-
m ine dly to the  sa nctions de signe d to sm a sh R hode sia 's
e conom y, a nd the se  too, w ill fa il.

W e know that they will have effect, tbat they will
create  austerity and even hardship. W e are  not dismayed
by this knowle dge ; it is not m uch m ore  tha n 2 0  ye a n a go
tha t m ost of us we re  fa cing such difficultie s a lthough
not a lone .

W hile  M r. H a rold W ilson a nd his colle a gue s continue
to try to de stroy the  pe a ce  of R hode sia ; while  countrie s
which ha ve  a ppropria te d m illions of pounds in a id from
British ta xpa ye rs ha ve  the  im pude nce  to ta lk a bout
"expelling Brita in from the  C ommonwealth" unless
British soldiers are  sent to fight British people; while
rnassacres, public hangings and violence- e ls-ewhere  in
Africa  ostensibly pass unnoticed by the  world a t large ,
R hodesia  continues as an oasis of ca lm and stability.

Its a ffe ction for the  British C rown a nd pe ople  re m a ins
undim inishe d. R hode sia  still flie s the  U nion Ja ck. Its
N a tiona l Anthe m  is: 'oG od S a ve  the  Q ue e n".

S overe ign, independent R hodesia  faces the  future  with
ca ln confide nce . It is the  e a rne st de sire  ofa ll its pe ople
that the  breach which has opened between the  mother
country and R hodesia  will hea l. R hodesians be lieve  it
w ill-but not a t the  price  of the  de struction of a ll
R hode sia  ha s built up.


