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a degree of frustration.
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Protecting Civilians in War ... w.. 39 except by the few who come into direct contact

with the Press representatives, and we feel that
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Living “Skeletons™ of Egypt ... ... 43 . : : ;
g e gyT this article may belp to dispel any misunderstand-
o ings that may have arisen over such an important
Features matter.
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Domestic NOHCES . wuoe s e e 41 QOur quarterly competitions bring a variety
Culled from Corps Orders ... ... 48 of viewpoints which are what we want. But we
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l we make no pretensions of being a mirth-making
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publication, we feel that a little of the human

touch would assist greatly in the digestion of some

‘GG l' of our heavier fare. From our personal experi-
VO ence we know that something amusing happens
° o q - nearly every day in the B.S.A. Police and is well
lt b a "0' ‘I Leal worth the telling. It usually gets no further than
the sundowners, or at the best is re-told third
hand long after the event. The QOutpost is the
magazine of this Force and the Oxford Dictionary
tells us that “magazine™ 1s a word of Arabic
origin, meaning storehouse. And that is exactly
what we want to be. We ask only that it shall
be a good one, and not necessarily filled with

inflammable, incendiary or explosive material.

THE QUTPOST PRIZE
COMPETITICNS

Details of the September Quarterly Competi-

tions are published below :

1—First prizes of £5 5s. and second prizes of
£2 2s. are offered for the best entries sub-
mitted for publication in The Qutpost in each
of the undermentioned subjects. Entries to
be approximately 2,000 words in length:
(a) Any aspect of Police work in Africa;
(b) A short story with a Police interest.

When a good wireless programme 2—The competitions are open only to subscribers
to The OI{IPG.\‘I,

adds to the attractiveness of an
d 3—The judges for the competition shall be ap-
evening al home . . . make sure pointed by the President of The QOutpost

the cigarette is worthy of the Committee.

4—The Committee reserves the right to repro-
duce any entries other than prize-winning
entries, without payment.

occasion.

5—The closing date for the competition is 25th
September, 1951.

Entries must be clearly marked “Quarterly
Competition™ and addressed to the Editor,
The Outpost, P.O. Box 803, Salisbury. Any
entrics sent under a nom-de-plume will be
published as such, but names and addresses
of all entrants must be submitted to the
Editor.

The Committee reserves the right to withhold
the award of either the first or second prizes
if the entries are considered below the required
standard.

Blended from exactly-ripened leaf. from finer tebaccos
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Press and Police

About sixty years ago, relations between the
Press and the Police were rare. To the Press
reporter, the Policeman was an official who regu-
lated street traffic and arrested drunken men: to
the Police, the Press reporters were intruders, who
only interfered with their duties in order to hinder
and citicise them.

Little by little, the necessities of modern life
have made these relations more frequent, which
does not mean that they have become as friendly
and efficient as they might be.

In our opinion, this situation results from the
ignorance of necessities, hindrances, duties and
wishes of both parties.

What does the Press want in modern times?
Everybody realises that the newspapers have made
rapid progress during the last few years. We
shall not insist on the necessity for the contem-
porary Press to publish articles on internal and
international politics, on literature, on sport, on
scientific applications, on motion pictures, on radio,
etc. As far as police activities are concerned,
the publication of criminal events is no longer
limited to a few lines; but several columns are
specially allocated every day to the relation of
such matters in long articles, with details con-
cerning victims and guilty persons, descriptions
and photographs. One can criticise this, but it is
a matter of fact that, nowadays, the public expects
such information.

It is because of their disapproval of such
extensive descriptions of criminal cases, that the
Police are reluctant to furnish the Press with
elements likely to be the occasion for these “Press-
exaggerations,”

We have found, in our notes, indications on
this subject of various articles published in the old
and new continents since several years. Let us
mention, in particular, some well-documented
articles which were published between the two
world wars, in the “Police Journal™ (London).

It would seem to us advisable to condensec
the arguments provided by both parties, adding
to them our personal appreciations.

What are the Police grievances towards the
Press?

The Police say that the pressmen publish
false news concerning criminal cases; that, by
publishing false reports, the Press assumes a great
responibility, thus hinting at false evidence and
inducing the public to misunderstand the intentions
of the Police in their investigations.

The Police also criticise the Press for publish-
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are anxious to find in them details about the
crime they committed; the fugitive or unidentified
perpetrators particularly appreciate such informa-
tion as will enable them to avoid identification and
capture by the Police, or to destroy evidence till
then neglected.

In addition, the Police do not like either the
Press mentioning the names of victims, perpetra-
tors or witnesses, when the interests of the in-
vestigation require the concealment of those names.
By doing so, the guilty persons are on the alert
and witnesses are reluctant to come forward.

But some people like to see their names in
print; witnesses, and even persons in no way

By F. E. LOUWAGE

President of the International

Criminal Police Commission;

Inspector General, Ministry of
Justice, Brussels.

connected with the case, are more readily willing
to give information to the Press than to the the
Police. These are some of the reasons why the
Police oppose over-publicity given to certain cri-
minal cases or persons involved, because it ruins
the normal development of the investigation.

The Police also express the opinion that, in
order to pack incident into their articles, Press
reporters sometimes endeavour to imagine “‘new
clues,” some of them very fantastic, but—what
is worse—others logical and instructive to the
fugitive criminals.

In the States where the Press benefits by a
large liberty in the expression of all opinions, the
Police are vexed at criticisms made on their
methods and operations, published in newspapers;
while the Police officers have no opportunity to
answer or to contradict such sometimes wrong or
unfair criticisms. They realise that this ruins the
prestige of the Police and hinders their actions;
besides, it happens that the whole Police Force
is criticised for one “blunder,” committed by one
ofhicer.

On the other hand, what are the grievances
of the Press?

For all those mentioned for the Police, let us
now consider the arguments of the Press.

The pressmen claim that the Police show an
unfriendly attitude towards them, whether dur-
ing events happening in the street or in public
meetings, or on the scene of a crime; that, some-
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ing facts which, in the very interest of the inquiry,
ought to be kept secret, in order to avoid inform-
ing the perpetrators, who also read the papers and
times with a certain amount of brutality, they
are compelled to leave the spot or to stand in a
place where they are unable to perform their
duties.

On the assertion that they often publish false
news, the pressmen argue that it is due to lack
of true and sufficient accounts given by the Police,
partly because of antipathy and partly because of
failure to comprehend the mission of the Press.

The journalists say that they quite under-
stand that, for the success of the investigations
being made, certain facts should remain secret;
but, nevertheless, it rests with the Police to draw
their attention to these details, in order to avoid
their publication, should those facts be revealed
to them through other channels. As a matter of
fact, the journalists conduct their own inquiries,
and claim that they are obliged to do so because
of the lack of references given by the Police,

For the same reason, the pressmen say that
it is their job to look for and listen to witnesses
or relatives of the victims. The fact that certain
witnesses prefer to make statements to them rather
than to the Police is not due to tendering of re-
wards or remuneration. But such inclination is
rather of a psychological nature—which will al-
ways exist—some people, as we have already
pointed out, being anxious to see their names
printed in the newspapers and to look important
in the eyes of the public.

Besides, the journalists add that the reluctance
of the Police to give information has also resulted
in the Press making their own inquiries; this com-
pels them to draw their own conclusions and to
build up “new clues” which, because of the lack
of real information, can be false, fantastic, or even
dangerous to the official investigation. But, say
the pressmen, if inquiries are to be made by them,
it is especially owing to the evolution of modern
publications and to the requirements of the public.

This situation may be discussed, may be cri-
ticised, but the fact that the public is no longer
satishied with a brief resume of a case, but insists
on detailed and thrilling accounts, must be admitted
nowadays by everybody. This fact must be un-
derstood also by the Police; if the latter refuse to
give the necessary elements of the story, the press-
men must find these elements out themselves.

The problem of critical remarks exchanged
between the Police and the Press is, indeed, com-
plex: the Police is an official organisation and, as
such, it may—and even it must—be submitted to
criticisms by the newspapers, which express the
public opinion of a real democratic nation. Being
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an othcial organisation created for the welfare of
the public, the Police cannot have and will never
have a permanent, nor even a durable status. Like
all other public institutions, the Police systems are
destined to be in perpetual evolution; Police chiefs
and officers are human beings with their qualities
and their defects. They are liable to make mis-
takes, and if nobody ever protested against their
mistakes or the wrong organisation of their forces,
the Police would no longer hold the place that
falls to them by right in the nation.

If come criticisms are exaggerated, untrue,
or draw wrong conclusions, it is generally due w
the unfriendly relations between Press and Police,
as well as to the silence sometimes kept concerning
some blunder made by one or several Police officers;
this silence brings about false or exaggerated re-
presentation of the facts.

Journalists also asset that, in the Police Forces
in which Press conferences are organised, the time
of the next edition of their newspaper is never
taken in consideration. The newspapers are
printed by day and by night; each edition must
be different from the last one and the public
wants further information in the latest issue. For
these reasons, the Press wants to be kept informed,
not only during the conferences held in the morn-
ing or in the evening, but continually, even dur-
ing the night.

In some Police organisations, it is the chief
himself who gives information to the Press, al-
though—as can be understood—his knowledge of
the case is generally limited; this situation results
in the pressmen receiving only brief references and
the chief, when questioned, is not in a position
to give fuller or more accurate details.

It is a matter of fact that the flow of crimi-
nality varies. The public—say the journalists—
and sometimes pressmen as well, during periods of
recrudescence of crime, are inclined to blame the
Police command and activity, even when certain
social phenomena emphasise the need for Police
reinforcements. The Press can help to instruct
the public concerning the real causes of such
exceptional measures, only if the Police provide
them with information about their activities and
organisation, or about the disturbances then pre-
vailing in social life.

For instance, if a wave of serious crimes is
noticed, the repression of which calls for personnel
and material reinforcement of the force, the Press,
instead of blaming the Police officers and their
chiefs, should point out the real reasons for the
unusual activity displayed by the criminals.

As a result of such co-operation, the Press
and the public would support the Police in their
claims and proposals for improvement. As every-
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body knows, in fact, the high authorities—all of
a political character—are more easily influenced
by public opinion and by the Press than by Police
proposals,

- -

Such are the arguments put forward by both

parties. If they examined these mutual criticisms
with a real desire for understanding, pressmen
and Police officers would agree that the arguments
are equally valid on both sides, and that a solution
can only be found if both sides are willing to
co-operate on equal terms.

As we have seen, misunderstanding usually
occurs because of the ignorance of mutual needs
and duties. We think that periodical meetings of
Press represen:atives and higher Police officers,
where the functions, duties, hindrances and wishes
or postulates of both sides would be plainly and
fairly exposed, could lead to better relations.

We also wish to say that, if higher Police
officers could sometimes attend—if only for a few
hours—lectures given in an insti:ute for journalists
and, vice versa, if pressmen could attend some
courses given in Police schools, both pressmen and
Police officers would be surprised by the benefit
they would derive from such a procedure and
would thus indulge in a wiser and mutual con-
sideration.

We have always been amazed, for instance,
by the pressmen’s lack of knowledge of penal
procedure. Such ignorance often causes wrong
appreciation of the rights of the Police and surprise
when Police officers do not execute certain acts
which, in reality, are prohibited by law.

We are of the opinion that, in small Police
organisations, the Police chief, himself, has the
task of informing the pressmen but, in larger
Police Forces, a higher officer should be delegated
by his chief to deal with this question. In both
cases, the Police chief or his delegated officer
should keep close contact with the officers in
charge of the investigations, in order to be fully
informed and able to give broad information, co
far as the inquiry permits.

The Police must realise that, when not willing
to furnish certain facts to pressmen, the means
actually at the disposal of the latter will enable
them to assemble the missing links of the informa-
tion and move on all possible tracks, sometimes
challenging or checking the official investigation.

In the past, we often confidentially revealed
to pressmen, during the investigation of important
crimes, the existence of some evidence which had
to be kept secret, asking them, even if they heard
it from other sources, to refrain from publishing
such information. We are happy to be able to
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say that never, or else very seldom, such revela-
tions were used by the Press, before final consent.

This proves that, where a modus vivendi is
adopted between Press and Police, both organisa-
tions can perform their respective duties in a
spirit of close co-operation; and when collaboration
is born, there is no reaton and no place for
criticisms.

—From International Criminal Police Review.

(To be continued.)

FESTIVAL BIOLOGIST FOR SOUTHERN
RHODESIA

The acting Senior Biologist to the Festival of
Britain, Mr. K. H. Chapman, has been appointed
Keeper of the Queen Victoria Museum at Salis-
bury, Southern Rhodesia. Responsibility for this
Museum has been assumed by the Trustees of the
National Museum in Bulawayo,

Mr. Chapman, who takes up his appointment
in July, was the Assistant Keeper of the Depart-
ment of Entomology at the British Natural History
Museum in London and later Lecturer at Man-
chester University and Grahamstown.

AN UNUSUAL CASE

A judge of the Prague Criminal Court was
sentenced to four years' imprisonment by the Court
over which he usually presided.

Judge Zdenek Weber was found guilty of
ordering the postponement of a two-year sentence
on a former lawyer on the basis of a medical certi-
ficate he knew to be false. He was also found
guilty of accepting a bribe of 60,000 crowns
(about £430) from the lawyer's wife.

The wife, another Prague lawyer, and the
medical expert who issued the certificate were sen-
tenced to 30 months, three years, and 18 months,
respectively.

TRAVELLER'S JOY

“One afternoon a woman came in wearing a
black sa‘in evening dress and carpet slippers, and
carrying an old-fashioned Gladstone bag. That in
itself was sufficiently startling. But then she in-
sisted that I get her a passage to South Africa
in the “Vanguard," the battleship which was
taking the King and Queen there. I said |
couldn’t do it, co she opened the bag and whipped
out a revolver. I was petrified, but my secretary
nipped out and dialled 999. The woman must
have heard the phone for she tore out of the door
like greased lightning and was never seen again."—
Marguerite Winsor, head of a travel agency in
London.
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The full report of the Annual General Meet-
ing of the Regimental Association last month gave
all details of any outstanding items, many of
which have been the subject of inquiry to the
Editor. Several have asked where blazer badges
can be obtained and the latest information is that
Sanders of Bulawayo have some in stock, but that
the latest pattern will not be available for some
months as they have to be made and sent out
from England.

Whilst on the subject of the June edition !
should like to add that the photograph of the Old
Comrades at the King's Birthday parade in Salis-
bury was very well commented on by all I have
spoken to.

Since my last notes I have heard from a few
Old Comrades, of varied vintage. A few months
ago I mentioned that the Editor had heard from
Major H. C. Patrick of Farnham, Surrey, who
had commented on the new magazine cover. A
serving member has since sent me a cutting from
a Parnham newspaper which gives a good deal
of information about Major Patrick’s past career
and present activities, which seem to be many.
His Regimental Number was 682, and after four
years in Rhodesia he returned to enter the family
business. Major Patrick appears to be one of the
leading citizens of Farnham, having just been
elected chairman of the Council—without it seems,
having fought an election. He is also vice-presi-
dent and captain of the Surrey Rifle Association,
President of the Farnham Rifle Club and the
District Home Guard Rifle Club. In his spare
time he is also a member of the Council of the
Surrey Archaeological Society, chairman of the
Trimmer’s Hospital House Committee and a mem-
ber of the Farnham Group Hospital Management
Committee. For the past three years he has been
Rector's Warden at the Parish Church, whilst
among business appointments he is honorary trea-
surer of the National Association of the Master
Monumental Masons, deputy chairman of the
National Joint Industrial Council for the Monu-
mental Industry and member of the Ministiy
of Works Consultative Committee for the Stone

Industry.
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In the last war he commanded the Farnham
Company of the Home Guard and in the previous
war was Assistant Director of Ordnance Services
His spare time soldiering included service in the
Queen’s Volunteer Regiment in 1899, and on his
return to England from the B.S.A.P. he joined
the Surrey Yeomanry in 1912. He has twice been
in the King's Hundred at Bisley, but has not yet
managed to achieve his ambition of winning the
King's Prize. In spite of his long absence from
the Colony it is interesting to note that he has
not forgotten the old days in Rhodesia. His home
is named “Gwanda,” which probably recalls happy
memories of youth.

News has also been received of Major J. W.

Jackson, of 18 Market Street, Newcastle-on-Tyne,
, who mentions that he was present at the foun-

dation stone-laying ceremony at the Salisbury
Cathedral, performed by Sir William Milton.
Major Jackson will be remembered for his close
association with the forerunner of The Outpost,
over thirty years ago.

The other day ex-Corporal Cecil Rhodes
Arnott (No. 2320) called at the Salisbury Charge
Office and wished to be remembered to his old
friends in the Corps. He was on his way up to
Northern Rhodesia where he served in the N.R.P.
After leaving the B.S.A.P. he was Chief of Immi-
gration in Palestine before the Mandate. He now
lives at his farm “Foxdale,” Pietermaritzburg,
Natal. Another ex-Corporal, R. C. Griesbach, has
written to the Editor from P.Bag 11, West Nichol-
son, enclosing some photographs of several Police
Camps taken about thirty years ago. I hope they
will be published in due course, with perhaps some
present-day photographs of the same camps. 1
notice that one is called Bromley Camp, but that
has not been in existence for some years now.
Perhaps others will remember it.

“Tich” Harding (ex Sub-Inspector and Mess
Caterer in Depot) has recently returned to Eng-
land, and has settled in the New Forest district of
Hampshire. He seems to have had a rough pas-
sage home, but found England very much to his
liking. Whilst walking along the front at Bourne-
mouth he met Tim Tigar (ex-Corporal) who is
very fit and enjoying life over there. “Tich™ is
now to be found at “Braecot,” 1 Chestnut Avenue,
Christchurch, Hants.

The Editor has also heard from ex-Trooper
G. M. Edmonds (No. 1450), whose address is
Carnarvon Hotel, Hanger Lane, Ealing Common,
London, W.3,

From nearer home comes news of ex-Sergeant
Johnny Johnstone (No. 3967) who is now in the
Nyasaland Police at Zomba. He is at the Train-
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ing School there which is not surprising after his
experience at the A.P.T.S. in Salisbury. Johnny
will be remembered as one of the most outstanding
soccer full-backs in the post-war years in Rhodesia.
He mentions that he was in the Nyasaland soccer
team which visited Beira recently and which beat
the Portuguese side. He is another who says he
enjoys reading The Outpost more now than when
he was serving in the Corps.

And now a request from Kenya. A. W. Boot,
who joined the Corps early in 1937, has written
asking for news of any of his old squad, No. 1/37,
whose numbers would be from 3619 onwards. [
hope somebody will be able to get him in touch
again with his old friends. His address is c/o
Barclays Bank, Nakuru, Kenya.

To end, I have news of one more Old Com-
rade, ex-Trooper Tugwell (No. 3821) who was
in Kenya for a time after the war but is now
in the N.R.P., and has written from Mobile Unit
Mess, P.O. Box 13, Ndola, Northern Rhodesia,
where the Mess has become a regular subscriber
to the magazine.

THE CHRONICLER.

1B.5.4. Police Hemorial
Fund

Previously acknowledged ... ... ... £125 13
Sub-Inspector J. W. Bale ... ... ... 2 0
Major G. 8. A. Rolfe .. o v 0
M. M. Shettle v i i s s 0
P N SIIOORIE v sese - rser, e i 0
Major R. H. Lidderdale ... i v ... 0
Belingwe Recreation Club ... ... ... 0
ool ) U R, L e B

Mrewa Recreation Club ... oo e s 0

Major R. C. Barclay-Hoole ... ... ...
Licut; AL C: Conway < s .

— — — [ S — [— | ) — [ 3] [ 3= ) —_— — [
b ek i ) e e ) D BD B s e D BD T
o

Lieut.-Colonel M. G. Fleming ... ... 0
Lieut. R. L. Brooking .. . cue e 0
Lieut 6. G Brahgg. oo Sulad 0
Lignat: AL VBRI i Teui e o 0

Total af: 16.7.51 ... £146 12 0

Cheques should be made payable to the
B.S.A.P. Memorial Fund, and addressed to The
Editor, The Outpost, P.O. Box 803, Salisbury.
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Obituary

FREDERICK ALEXANDER MARR
(Ex Regimental No. 1029)

Many serving and ex-members of the Force
heard with regret of the recent death of Mr. F. A.
Marr at Bulawayo, after a long illness.

Born in London, Mr. Marr was in the Admir-
alty Ofhce after leaving school. He served in the
County of London (Civil Service) Regiment during
1908, and in January, 1909, joined the B.S.A.
Police. After three years' service, when he held
the rank of Corporal, he transferred to the Native
Department. On the outbreak of the 1914-18
War he joined the 2nd Battalion Rhodesia Regi-
ment and was later seconded to the K.A.R., which
he left at the end of the war with the rank of
Captain.

He resumed his service in the Native Depart-
ment on his return to the Colony and was sta-
tioned in the Gwanda, Sipolilo, Melsetter, Mrewa,
Gokwe and Umtali districts. He retired as Pro-
vincial Native Commissioner and Assistant Magis-
trate, and during the whole of his service was
well known to many members of the B.S.A. Police,
with whom he was always popular.

He took a keen interest in the Terri-
torial Army units which he commanded, and re-
tired with the rank of Major. He received the
Imperial Service Order for distinguished service
with the Southern Rhodesia Government.

After his retirement, he joined the Colonial
Service in Bechuanaland as a District Commis-
sioner.

Mr. Marr, who was a life member of the
Regimental Association, was buried at Bulawayo
on 15th June, 1951, Amongst the many mourners
present was Major Rogers, Officer Commanding,
Bulawayo Urban Police,

The gun carriage used at Rhodes's funeral.
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SPIRITS

BEERS

P.O. Box 17

BUY YOUR MEAT FROM

THE CHARTER CASH
BUTCHERY

SPEKE AVENUE :: :: SALISBURY

Choicest cuts of Veal and Beef
Haunches—tender past bellef

Any Joint of Lamb or Pork

Itibs fit for a royal fork

Trotters, Kidneys, Steak and Hearts—
Kiqualling those from other marts
RIng us up—2i91

Cheertully our boy will run

And swiftly give delivery
Nervice—we should like to mention—
Has the constant close attention

Ot the C.C. BUTCHERY

B S % P We know this stands for
ek e ®R e British South Africa Police,
But it also stands for the Keynote of our Business

Best Service And Promptness

H. H. HENWOOD

-- & CO. —
DISPENSING CHEMISTS
Fhotographic Dealers Developing and I'rinting

FIRST STREET - SALISBURY

P.O. Box 440

For FRESH
And SMOKED

FISH
Waterworth & Son

EIGHTH AVENUE, BULAWAYO
Telephones: 2306 and 3804 P.O. Box 226
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CIGARETTES

Telephone 21753

Phone 24582

GOING ON PATROL?

CALL IN AT

H. GORDON & SON

(Byo.) Limited

For Your Requirements in

GROCERIES and LIQUOR

Telephone 4508 P.0. Box 1079

Bowden & Strever

FURNISHERS

BULAWAYO
REMOVALS

90 ABERCORN ST. - -

PACKING STORAGE

ZAVERDINOS BROS.

Ladies’ and Gent's Tailors and
Outfitters ‘

Gordon Avenue and Second Street
SALISBURY

Cnr,

PHONE: 24572 P.O0. BOX 1359

The Chocolate Box

(AS ALWAYS WAS)
*

First Street, Salisbury
L
FRUIT, CONFECTIONERY
Etc.
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1st PRIZE “B”

Quarteriey Competition

One Touch of Nature

When Heffard, a higher-up in the Rhodesian
Civil Service, retired the other day, the farewell
function was even more of an occasion than usual.

Pals, old and not so old, were there, but rein-
forced by a big contingent of Old Timers from
the B.S.A.P.,, because, as it happened, Heffard,
like  more than one before him, had started his
Rhodesian career as a recruit on the Square n
Salisbury.

Altogether, a good time was had by all; so
much so that a little group of men were talking
about it and its chief figure at the Club the
following evening.

“Good old Jack,” said one of the group,
lighting his pipe. “A great scout, and never
changed. You don't grow his sort on every veld
bush these days.”

*“His missis, too,” put in the man on his right.
“Don‘t forget her. A real woman, if ever there
was one. Always with him, from early days out
in the bundu. She was there last night, too."”

“You're right about her,” agreed the man
on his left. "By the same token, I remember her
when she first made the Colony. Arrival a bit
of a surprise, as well. Heffard went off a shade
in advance of long leave one time, and blessed if he
didn’t land back in double harness. No wonder,
though. She was worth looking at. Hi-hi. Time
flits. Dear old Heff. I suppose I've known him
as long as anyone north of the Limpopo, and all
those years [ only knew him put a foot wrong
once.”

“Wrong?™
the word.

“Professionally. Only professionally, I mean,”
replied the other running a hand through his grey
hair. “Just a plain, dead, simple, absolute mis-
carriage of justice. These things happen, though
in this instance the cause was unusual. Matter of
fact, I'd never have known about it myself, only
he told me long after. No harm in disclosing the
facts now. They're perfectly brief and clear.”

When Heffard romped back from his first
long leave to the Old Country (said the speaker),
the authorities were slightly pushed. At that time
promotion wasn't altogether cut and dried, and
in his opening tour of duty had already showed
promise enough to be booked for the step to
Commissionership.  Only there wasn’t a vacancy
yet, and to keep a wife on a subordinate’s pay
those days wanted contriving. Just then, however,

The first speaker got a lot into
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a bachelor in charge of a remote district went
down very badly with fever. So they gave Heffard
the refusal of it, and he started his upward career
there.

The district was Urungilo, up there near the
international boundary. Even to-day it ranks as
on the remote side: when Heffard set out for hs
three-year spell there, Urungilo post was reckoned
on the edge of the earth. You shoved off by
wagon or cart into the blue, and after umpteen
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days going up and down in the general direction
of the Great Zambesi Escarpment, you struck a
clearing. On the near side there was a Police
Camp; three native-style huts for an N.C.O. and
two men, and a mule stable. On the far side
were a further trio of huts, also native style, which
were the Civil quarters. The biggest of these
last three huts was courthouse and office; the
balance the Commissioner’s home.

It had been hinted to Heffard that Urungilo
outpos: as a place for a white woman wasn't
exactly a song and dance, and Heffard had handed
the hint to his girl. But she wasnt taking any.
From the moment of leaving the altar of the vil-
lage church in Old England, she had fixed on cnz
marriage principle. It was simple. What was
good enough for her Jack was good enough for
her. And she stuck to it and him like bricks, too,
from then on.

Urungilo those days was an all-native area, with
work in keeping. A lot of it consisted of a series
of petty cases, coming mainly through the call
to adjust a tangle of tribal customs to the more
enlightened white rule. As you'd have expected f
him, Heffard got down to things in his all-out
style. But he found it a shade monotonous. He
also found it tough. Your raw African doesn't
fall for European justice too easily anywhere. Pro-
cedure at Urungilo didn't help him, either, at that
time. Because there, like similar places, the N.C.O.
of Police, and head of the white men who did
the arresting, also copducted the prosecutions in
court. -
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But Urungilo being, as I mentioned, on the
international doorstep, there was comething more.
This was the native pass-law of the time, and
very strict owing to the state of affairs in both
territories, The white men in the interior both
sides of the Border were opening up the country.
This naturally meant a constant call for labour.
Urungilo was a kind of clearing house for it.
Natives on contract were always on the move,
passing through from foreign territory, crossing
into it from their villages locally or coming back
again, on expiration of their agreement. A tab
had to be kept on these migrants. To achieve
this, a cast iron rule was laid down for all. Every-
one on the move, passing through, going out, rr
returning, was ordered immediately they entered
the Urungilo area, to make a bee-line for the
administrative post, and have their passes stamped
right up to the minute. Breach of this law meant
chokey, every time; a minimum of one month, with
hard labour, and no option.

You'd have thought that clear enough, even
to the rawest African, and not less because Heffard,
as he was bound to, applied that simple law
strictly. But did it prove so? Not on your life.
If you'd made every native learn the law by
heart it would have made no difference. Hardly
a day went by without its quota of pass cases,
complete with excuses by the yard, defence evi-
dence by the mile, and all ending in just jug.
The cases became a bane of Heffard's life. His
trouble was his conscientiousness. He might be
up to the eyes with other work and the prosecu-
tion’s story as cast iron as the statute. All the
same, justice demanded a full hearing of the de-
fence. As it was, in course of time he had to
take at least one step merely in self defence. To
keep himself reasonably clear for his other court
work, he put these cases behind the more tricky
ones of the day.

Well, one day in his second hot season Heffard
got started on one of these pass law schemozzles
around noon. He reckoned that with luck it
should be through, defence and all, by the lunch
adjournment. Incidentally, he didn’t care how
soon that adjournment came that day. He'd
spent the meaty part of the morning on an affair
featuring witchcraft allegations by two headmen,
and a round score of brothers, sons, uncles and
relations by marriage against an obviously innocent
party; and what with that, and Urungilo running
the mercury far into the nineties, the top of his
head felt like blowing off.

Luckily the prosecuting N.C.O. got away,
as usual, to a flying start. These affairs were
cash for old rope to him by now. Also the case
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was unusually simple. The accused belonged to
the Urungilo district. A year back, having at
that time entered on a labouring contract in the
adjoining foreign territory, he had secured his pass
as required, and crossed the Border, His contract,
undertaken by him a twelve-month back, was for
two years. Three days ago, however, a policeman
on patrol had discovered the accused back in his
home wvillage, with his pass unstamped by the
Urungilo office on his return. He had thus broken
the law.

The N.C.O. sat down. Heffard with a sigh
turned to the uniformed native near the dock,
close by.

“Interpreter, has the accused anything to
say?"

He had, plenty. He brassed off eighteen to
the dozen; stopped; started again; branched away;
returned to the beginning once more; and then
passed to a peroration.

Interpreted, it amounted to this. If he had
broken the white man’s law, he had good reason.
He had been a victim of a breach in a greater
law to him, the customs of his particular people.
He'd gone on that long labour contract of two
years for a special purpose. He wanted to get
married. The headman of his village had agreed
to his marrying his daughter, and as security, he
had at once paid the father half the price of the
girl, in cattle. He'd neither cattle nor cash
enough to pay the balance at once, so he'd gone
away to earn it.

A couple of weeks back, a year after he'd
gone, he had received a bit of news in the foreign
territory. [t was from the sister of the wife of
one of his uncles, and told him that the girl's
father was going back on his word, and planning
to marry his daughter to a nearby headman who
was rich and had offered a much larger price.
On getting this news, he, the accused, had lett
his job, and trekking day and night, had made
straight for home to claim his girl. Police on
patrol had visited his village the very morning
after his arrival there, with unstamped pass, and
arrested him. He had heaps of evidence to call
in support of his story.

More evidence! The mere mention of it at
that moment daunted the conscientious Heffard
himself. And, anyway, what did it matter? The
man had as good as admitted the offence. Heffard
paused, hand to moist brow. As he did so, his
eye involuntarily sought the watch on his left
wrist. It wanted only ten minutes to that blessed
lunch break.

“Any more of these cases to-day?™ he asked.
The N.C.O. replied three.
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Heffard shoved back his chair. “Re-right.
We'll polish off the lot after the adjournment.”

His young wife had prepared a good lunch.
She usually did. She felt that in that outlandish
spot she represented civilisation to Heffard, and
spared no effort to make it so.

“"Well, dear,” she said as they started on the
soup, “what's the news to-day?”

Her tone was bright. It always was. He
might just be back from a spell in the City. Her
notions up to then about his work were on the
vague side, but a show of interest was her view
of a wife's part.

He replied as usual, with a routine outline of
the morning’s doings, topping off with a sketchy
summary of the last case.

For a change, though, he got a slight surprise
there. She asked him a bit more about it, and
then, before turn‘ng to other topics, made some
pretty freehand comments of her own.

But the real surpise came later: to be pre-
cise, on the tick of 2 p.m., the hour of resumption,
with the defendant in the unfinished case back
in the dock.

“Interpreter,” said the Bench, promptly, “tell
this man I shan’t want any more evidence from
his side.” And with equal promptness Heffard
turned to the prosecuting N.C.O. “T've—I've
been considering this matter during the adjourn-
ment. In view of the—er—-circumstances, I've
decided to discharge this man—subject to one clear
understanding. His marriage must take place
forthwith; after which he must at once go back
and complete his contract. And his wife must

o)

rd

go with him. We've quite enough bother without
—ah—this sort of nonsense.”

The prosecuting N.C.O. said nothing. He
couldn’t have done; at the moment he looked as
if he was going to have a fit. The accused
said nothing either. The only sound that broke
the stillness came from his fellow tribesman, the
interpreter, who murmured to him the native
equivalent of this being his lucky day and no
error.

“Silence!™ cried the N.C.O., coming to life
with a bang. And, the case closed, the adminis-
tration of justice resumed its way.

The speaker paused to relight his pipe.

"I said the case was closed,” he continued.
“But it wasn't so closed as all that. In point of
fact, it came up for review in another place. The
place was the Urungilo Commissioner’s quarters,
some time after ten that night.

It was the hour when, preliminaries and this
and that over, mosquito curtains in the most pri-
vate room there were finally adjusted in adjoining
occupied beds.

“Night-night sweetheart,” said a voice from
one. “"Wh-oo! It's cooled a bit. We may get
some sleep.”

There was a second of silence. Through the
open windows on the torrid air came a bull-frog's
opening note.

“Let’s hope £0,” replied a man's voice from
the other bed. “Only, I—-I'm—do you mind if
I get something off my chest first? It's this. You
see, my sworn job in Urungilo is to administer
justice, and only justice, and in that pass law case
you were so curious about to-day, I'm darned if

ng aers He Oftms
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I did. That man ought to be languishing in quod
now. But he’s not. He very much isn’t. Look
here: why did you go all out like that to get
me to let him off?"

The answer was prompt. It was also a bit
surprising. "It was your own fault, Jack, coming
in with a story like that—to-day.”

“To-day?
do wi——"

*——Oh, Jack!"™ she cut him off, "how can
you be so tiresome! You get so tied up and up
with your silly work that before you know where
you are the things that really matter get buried
in it. Dates, for instance. [ don't know about
you, but for me, next to the date when I said
for better or for worse, this is the most important
one of my life. Yes, and you forgot it last year,
too. But when you told me the siory of that
poor native and his girl, I made up my mind you
jolly well wouldn’t, this. Don't you remember?
You arrived, so blissfully unexpected, on top of
your last letter from Rhodesia, where Aunt Con.,
the dear old gossiping thing, had written you how
things were at Home there with me? She wasn't
too far wrong, either, in a way. [ was badly
down in the mouth all right. There'd been those
ages of waiting, then father’s business crash on top
of that, and, to make things worse, mother nagging
at me with talk about risky marriages, coupled
with more than hints about that awful rich pig
Starcombe, hanging more and more around. So
when you came you swore we wouldn't put it
off another minute, but chance everything, and
well—here T am.”

“Gozh, I'll be dashed! So that's it!" cried
Jack Heffard, in the tone of one on whom had
broken a great light. “Makes you think a lot,
too, don't it?"

What on earth's the day got to

Outside the frogs broke into a yelling chorus.
Above their din a jackal’s unearthly laugh
ascended.

“A lot?" replied the woman by Jack Heffard's
side. “Not me. I've only room for one thought
at the moment. It's been there ever since you
told me that story, more or less, but its strongest
now. Suppose—suppose—you—you hadn’t hap-
pened to come like that when you did—where-
where might I be to-night?”
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FOR THE MERGHANT
NAVY

The British Merchant Navy receives little
praise and attention in peacetime and with this
in mind the B.B.C’s General Overseas Service doss
its best to cater for these isolated men in a special
weekly broadcast called “Merchant Navy Pro-
gramme.” It sprang originally from “Shipmates
Ashore,” the variety programme for the Merchant
Navy which proved o popular during the war,
but “Merchant Navy Programme,” which began
when “Shipmates Ashore™ ended, is rather different
in character. Entertainment is not now so hard
to come by, but authentic news of the Merchan:
Navy is always welcome and this the programme
provides. Facts about new tonnage, alterations in
pay and conditions, and many items of paramoun:
interest to seamen find their way into “Merchant
Navy Programme.”

The broadcast has taken a new turn recently
and is now compiled and presented by Alan Vil-
liers, a seaman of astonishingly varied experience
who is regarded as possibly the greatest authority
in the world on deep-water sailing. Villiers is an
Australian who was’ born in Melbourne at the
beginning of the century and was at sea in a
barque by the time he was fifteen. He has sailed
before the mast in many of the famous sailing
ships, seen service in the Australian Common-
wealth Government Line and been a member of
a pioneer modern whaling voyage to the Arctic.
He has sailed round the world in the “‘Joseph

Conrad™ and with Arabs in deep sea and coastal
dhows.

In 1940 he joined the British Navy, saw
war service in the Mediterranean, the Normandy
landings, Burma, Java and Indo-China, and was
awardcd the D.S.C. Since the war he has com-
manded the sail training ship “Warspite” for the
Qutward Bound Sza School, become a Trustee of
the National Maritime Museum and Chairman of
the Records Committee of the Society for Nautical
Research. From all this it will be judged that
Alan Villiers is very much the right man for
“Merchant Navy Programme.” Besides his per-
sonal nautical experience he has also written several
best-selling books about life at sea and lectured far
and wide on the sea and seamanship. His lively
and authoritative style is welcome in “Merchant
Navy Programme,” in which he occasionally intre-
duces some other experts on matters of interest to
seamen to add variety to the broadcast.
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The Taxi-Cab Murder s s

In the article recently published on the Oil Drum Murder, emphasis was placed on the need

for close co-operation between Police, the Press and the Public. In this article we stress the

imporiance of the wholehearted co-operation between the Uniform Branch of the Force and

the C.LD. when cases of major importance are under investigation. In this case, the European

accused himsef sa’d, “It didn’t take you long to find me,” itself a tribute to all Members of
the Forece associated with the case.

At approximately 3 pm. on Wednesday,
20th October, 1948, two native taxi-drivers were
talking together at their taxi-rank, opposite a
garage in Que Que. Both had done little busi-
ness that day and as the afternoon waned their
hopes of obtaining fares diminished slowly. They
decided to rest in one of the taxis on the rank,
and both had just reclined in the vehicle when
a European approached and enquired as to whether
they had enough petrol to take him from Que
Que to Gwelo. Both taxi-drivers eagerly res
ponded, but it was Manasa who obtained the fare.
He was out of the taxi in an instant and was
offering his vehicle to the European concerned
before his friend John had fully understood the
situation. As the taxi drove away, John cursed
his luck at missing such a fare and the substantial
tip which would no doubt be received by Manasa
on arrival -at Gwelo. John noted the registration
number on his friend Manasa’s taxi, G3885—
a lucky number indeed.

The following morning two Sergeants in the
R.AF. Police were motoring along the Bulawayo-
Salisbury road when, at a point some 16 miles
from Bulawayo, their attention was drawn to a
taxi-cab, which was parked just off the main road
behind a clump of bushes. Both men commented
on the vehicle but continued on their journey
without stopping.

Later that morning these two men were more
than curious when they found the taxi-cab was
still parked in the same position. Stopping to
investigate, both men examined the taxi and found
all the doors unlocked but the ignition key missing.
A log book in the “cubby” hole of the car indi-
cated a discrepancy of 100 miles or so between the
last entry in the book and the number on the
mileometer. One of the men found a key wallet
containing the ignition key lying on the ground
near the vehicle and when they switched on the
ignition they found that the taxi was empty of
petrol. Deciding that it was a matter for the
Civil Police to dzal with they returned to their
car, but as they were about to drive away, one
of the Sergeants decided to check the luggage
boot of the taxi, in case it should contain property
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which would give an indication of the owner, etc.
To their amazement, however, on opening the door
of the “boot™ they found the dead body of a male
native, clad in the usual taxi-driver's white dust
coat. There was a lot of blood in the boot, which
commenced dripping on to the ground when the
lid was opened.

The C.I.D. at Bulawayo were informed as
soon as was possible, and officials, accompanied
by a G.M.O., arrived on the scene shortly after-
wards, together with photographic and fingerprint
equipment. The body was removed from the
“boot™ when what appeared to be a bullet wound
was found on the left side of the head behind the
left ear. No exit wound could be seen. Whils:
come of the officials checked the scene for signs of
spent cartridges, spoor, etc., the fingerprint official
examined the interior of the car itself. A frag-
mentary fingerprint was found on the left hand
spoke of the steering wheel. This “print"” was
found on the under-surface of the wheel in such
a position as to indicate that the impression had
been made by some person gripping the rim in
the normal driving fashion.

As a result of the check in the wvicinity of
the parked car a bloodstained handkerchief, bear-
ing the name of a European, was located, lying in
the dried-up river bed, directly under a bridge
across which the main road passed. For the pur-
pose of this article the European will be called

When C.ID. headquarters received the name
on the handkerchief, a quick search of records
indicated a very likely suspect who was wanted
for the theft of a car from Salisbury on the 19th
October, 1948. The car concerned had been found
abandoned some few miles from Que Que on the
Gatooma-Que Que road the next day. Further,
that “X" had been declared a Prohibited Immi-
grant and that his extension permit compelled him
to leave the Colony by the 22nd October, 1948.
His criminal record showed that he had one pre-
vious conviction for Culpable Homicide for which
he had received a sentence of 10 years LH.L.
but this was commuted to allow release from 25th
September, 1947.
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The taxi, as found by members of the R.A.F. Police.

A description of “X" was immediately circu-
lated to all Police Stations within the Colony.
The taxi-driver, John, at Que Que, was located
and his description of the European who had
entered the taxi driven by Manasa corroborated
this description.

A European witness was located who gave a
lift to a European along the Gatooma-Que Que
road, early on the morning of 20th October, 1948,
who answered the description of “X™, and left
him in Que Que about noon. The web appeared
to be drawing closer when another witness re-
ported that he had passed the taxi driven by
Manasa along the Gwelo-Que Que road at about
4.45 p.m. on 20th October. He had noticed that
a European male was the only passenger in the
taxi.

Enquiries in the area where the taxi had been
found showed that “X" had arrived at a residence
in that area and asked for water. This was near
7 p.m. on the 20th October.

As it was obvious at this stage that “X"
would endeavour to obtain transport by any means
in order to leave the Colony, his description was
widely circulated, including all garages and petrol
stations. It was not unexpected, therefore, when
a report was received at the Charge Office in
Bulawayo that a motor cycle had been stolen from
outside the Post Ofhce during the afternoon of
21st October. Uniformed Patrols were circulated,
and at 5.30 p.m. that evening a passing motorist
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informed one of the Town Police patrols that
he had passed a European riding a motor cycle
bearing the number of the stolen machine, in the
direction of Plumtree.

The Police at Plumtree were informed and ot
once a Trooper left to intercept or locate the"
stolen motor-cycle. Enquiries at Syringa led him
to a farm in that area where he found the motor-
cycle parked at the rear of the homestead. Inside
the farmhouse, the Trooper found "X who had
been offered hospitality for the night by the farmer
and his wife. After his arrest, he was found to be
in possession of a 9mm. Beretta automatic pistol,
with one round in the breach and four in the
magazine. He also had a revolver clip containing
six .380 bullets,

After being charged, his fingerprints were
taken when it was found that his left forefinger
impression was identical to the digital impression
taken from the steering wheel of the abandoned
taxi. A ballistics expert was called and he was
able to state without any doubt that the bullet
which had been extracted from the skull of the
deceased Manasa had been fired from the auto-
matic pistol found in the possession of “X". After
Identification Parades had been held, “X" was
eventually indicted for High Court on a charge of
Murder. Tried before a Special Jury, he was
found guilty of Culpable Homicide and sentenced
to 12 years in hard labour.
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WE SOLD
A £10,000 PRIZE “Grand Slam"
Two £250 Prizes & Numerous Other Prizes

s P.O. Box 508, 10 Gordon Av., Salisbury

P.O. Box 854, Main St.,, Bulawayo

The British South Africa Company

(Incorporated by Royal Charter)

Founder: CECTI. JOHN RHOODES

Issued Share Capital : :

£6,570,376

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

SIR DOUGAL ©O. MALCOLM, K.C.M.G. (President).
His Grace the DUKE OF ABERCORN, K.G., K P.

C. HELY-HUTCHINSON, Esq.

Colonel SIR ELLIS ROBINS, D.8.0., E.D.

8ir ERNEST OPPENHEIMER.

P. V. EMRYS-EVANS, Esq.

P. J. BAIRD, Esq.. C.B.E.

Lieut.-Col. Bir JOHN ROBERT CHANCELLOR, G.OCMG
3.C.V.0,, C.B.E.. D.8.0.

LEO F. A. d'ERLANGER, Esq.

M. F. BERRY, Esq.

R. ANNAN, Esq.

A. COMAR WILSON, Esq.

SCHEDULE

The British South Africa Company owns the Mineral Rights of Morthern Rhodesia and extensive Mineral
Rights in the Bechuanaland Protectorate and Nyasaland.

In Southern Rhodesia the C owns extensive orange groves on their Mazoe,
Estates and maize and wheat are zrnwn on their Mazoe, Premier and Simoona Estates.

A modern plant to deal with the extraction or Orange O0il and Concentrated Juice,
derivatives, jas been established on the Mazoe Estate.

On the Company’s mbeza Estate, mear Umtali, there is an established Forestry Plantation of nearly 3.000
acres, and a well-equipped Saw Mill.

Through its connection with the Rhodesian Milling and Manufacturing
largely interested in the Flour and Maize Milling Industry in Southern and Norlhern Rhodesia.

Premier and Sinoia

and other Citrus

= Limited, the © ny is

Resident Mining Engineer, Ndola:
A. L. AUSTEN, Esq, Assoc. R.S.M.,
M.Inst. M.M.

Local Secretary, S. Rhodesia:
W. L. SMITH, Esq., M.B.E.

Local Secretary, N. Rhodesia:
H. S5t. L. GRENFELL, Esq., M.C.

Assistant Secretary:

H. H. KITCHEN, Esq
Registrar:

J. H. ELLIS, Esq.
Resident Director in Africa:
Colonel SIR ELLIS ROBINS,

D.8.0.. ED.
Chief Accountant in Africa:
E. 8. NEWSON, Esq. ASAA.
C.A. (B.R)

Head Office:
10 OLD BROAD STREET, LONDON, E.C.
Temporary Office:
10 OLD BROAD STREET. LONDON
Seeretary and Chief Accountant:
W. H. WHITE, Esq.

Investment Manager:
J. N. KIEK, Esq.
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SHABANI

The only reason for Shabani bursting into
print twice in three months is that the following
story, understood to be true, is considered too
good to keep.

It concerns the member in a recent promotion
examination who, on being asked in his animal
management paper to define the term ‘‘speedy
cutting,” stated that it was the quick rendering
of a colt into a gelding.

Some speculation has been caused by the re-
ceipt of this month’s Lecture Subjects from D.H.Q ,
Period I, Europeans, stating in block capitals that
the subject of the lecture is to be Jurisdiction and
VENUS; the member in charge feels capable of
coping with the first half but has applied for the
assistance of trained staff (preferably W.A.P.S)
to illustrate the latter.

Station news of any moment is rather scarce.
Constable du Toit has joined us from Depot, other-
wise the establishment is unchanged. The S.D.O.
South has left us for a temporary spell as O.C.
Victoria District; it is pleasing to note that the
higher levels of “Q" read The Outpost with such
discrimination.  Shortly after publication of this
station’s notes on the danger of silicosis being
contracted in the S.D.0.s new truck, it was re-
placed by a glistening new safari van; such is the
power of the Press. The only passing comment
is that the new wvehicle collects twice as much
dust as its predecessor; we will now sit back and
see if this little effort produces a 1951 sedan.
If 1t does we have a few more commen:is for
next month on post-war P.M.C’s.

Shabani Annual Weapon Meeting was held
here a couple of weeks ago and was well attended
by teams from several centres. Police, Gwelo,
sent a team of stalwarts who were unlucky not
to figure more prominently in the prize list; it
would perhaps be unkind to suggest that their
shooting before lunch was considerably better
than after, due, possibly, of course, to the chang-
ing light,
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Notes

Anyone wishing a little light relief from
Lourenco Marques or the Third Programme might
do worse than to listen to Radio Shabani; on the
air at 0900 and 1530, Sundays and mornings after
excepted. We are unable to give the wave-length
as we understand it is a crystal set. Latest gems
include the Trooper who, in his best B.B.C. enun-
ciation (all the way from Cheshire), commenced
his spelling of C.R.O. by the announcement that
C was for Sugar. All we need now is a spot of
L for Leather and A for 'orses and “Hi Gang"
will have to look to their laurels.

We wish to close these notes with a personal
S.0.8. to Police, Kezi; if they should see Chief
Sinti’'s son on passage in the Semokwe Reserve
wearing a tunic, gaberdine, high neck one, would
they please ask him to return it to its erstwhile
owner as it is urgently required. Purchase price
will be refunded—that is if we can remember the
price of a bottle of Haig in 1940,

3686.

NORTON

This 1s written to dispel the notion that Nor-
ton is the original Sleepy Hollow. It is far from
it. Pins have often been heard to drop, some-
times bricks. Here then is revealed the truth
about Norton, for the first time.

After you have passed the village (we have
no idio:) one comes to a series of buildings com-
patible with a tobacco district. Now slow down,
and beware, for here live the four arms of the
Law, who are often to ke seen on the verandah
(after office hours). A tall thin type, called
Dickinson will be showing a golfing stroke to Ser-
geant Harris, who is, I believe, learning that great
game. Much talk of holing out in bogies, knock-
ing over birdies, and the 19th hole, which is for
some reason the most popular one. Coming in at
the gate will be seen a figure on a motor cycle,
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Charge Office, Viectoria Falls

desperately trying to stop it, and a grey faced
African Constable on the pillion shouting either
advice or prayers. It's Constable Selby (Podge)
wondering which is the brake and the clutch.
Note the scars on the office outside walls, and the
bloodstains.  Ah, well, the recruiting campaign
goes well. Cleary, of course, is still working hard
inside the office.

To get down to personalities and their acti-
vities: Sergeant Harris is the proud possessor of
a Doodle Bug, or small car. This car is superior
in fact to all other types, owing to the easy way
in which it may be carried from A to B and back
again, even by small children. It was once lost
in a deep corrugation. However, he bears all these
trials and tribulations with a smiling mien, and
once a week he publicly prosecutes and may be
seen from the hours of 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Wed-
nesdays only, by appointment. He plays a great
game of golf, and local piccanins are rapidly be-
coming financiers. Trooper Dickinson also pos-
sesses a car, or perhaps it should be called THE
car. It is not true that there are holes in the floor
boards for running up hills: a boy is carried in
the boot for this purpose. He is a great lad at
sports of a manly nature, such as Halma, Canasta,
and swimming with water wings. Note his well
developed dorsal fin. He has started a scrap book
with an item in the paper, and one letter reading,
“Dear Sir, Unless . . .”

Trooper Cleary resides with Constable Selby
in the single quarters, which are of a luxurious
nature. They have something here that most out-
side stations do not possess, and it is very com-
fortable.

Constable Selby is to be congratulated on his
question to Trooper Cleary, “Are you going to
take a camera with you?” when about to leave on
a road accident case at night. Also upon his
musketry score, which caused the air to jig wio-
lently, but little else. Trooper Cleary was seen
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the other month enveloped in clouds of dust at
the Norton fete, wordlessly mouthing at careless
motorists. None of them have tried it yet.

A sports club has opened here, and we wish
it well. = Some unkind local person remarked,
anent this, that owing to their legal training the
Police should do well at the Bar. That's all for
now.

D.J.

MTOKO

Sergeant Peters was a representative of the
Mashonaland team at the Police Inter-Provincial
<hoot. The team won the second half, each mem-
ber receiving a silver spoon. He has now been
selected to shoot with the “C” team in the Bisley
shoot at Bulawayo on July 9th, 1951. We natur-
ally are very pleased, as our larder for the next
few months—we hope—will be stocked with nice
juicy venison—oh, yes! he has a licence!

Three A/C’s ex Depot reported for duty,
making up our strength, but Headquarters trans-
ferred one to Mrewa within a few days.

Constable Paine is on a walking patrol in the
Mtoko Reserve and incidentally has applied for
a transfer to the Dog section. He took his hound
out with him on patrol, and we were rather curious
why he should do so. Now we hear of his in-
tended application for the transfer.

We have just been given a “peep” at the
Mtoko Township plans—a most progressive thought
by the Town Planning Department. It comprises
one kindergarten school, one senior school site,
recreation grounds and assembly hall, sufficient
sites for at least two dozen shops and stores, two
hotels, and two garages, whilst a section is allo-
cated for industrial sites. As our fixed population
at present is six Europeans and two babies, we
all roared with laughter at the news, and wonder
who has been at work. It is certainly difficult
to imagine that he has ever visited Mtoko or he
must be envious at the news that we are hoping
to erect a small swimming pool and social hall in
the near future,

Mr. and Mrs. Sherwood, of the CM.E.D,
whilst motoring back from a friend’s farm 22
miles from Mtoko, ran into a lioness which per-
sisted in blocking their way. Mr. Sherwood
switched on his lights, which partially dazzled the
lioness, but after what seemed many minutes it
moved to the side of the road. Mrs. Sherwood
swears she noticed it licking its jaws with its
tongue, hoping no doubt for a good feed in the
offing. They are both still with us.

PARAHENDU.
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UMTALI

The members of Umtali District are in the
midst of being refreshed and No. 3 Refresher
Squad is now among us, with the result that Um-
tali District Headquarters at 6.15 a.m. reminds one
of Depot days, even if some of the horses are not
up to Depot standard of training at the moment.

It is perhaps a little early to give an opinion
as to the Troops' reactions to this innovation, but
so far no adverse remarks have come to the ears
of the writer—tact, perhaps.

On June 2nd we held a most enjoyable Social
in the Recreation Room when a goodly number of
cerving members and the Police Reserve were pre-
sent and, to the music of Tony's Band, danced
until the small wee hours.

We congratulate our shotists who brought
home the very handsome trophy—sorry I was
absent when it was filled. I'll be there next time
you win it, I hope!

Congratulations also to Sergeant Bester on his
fine shoot at Bulawayo. Glad you kept Umtali
District on the map; we are near the edge and
there is always the danger that unless we keep
ourselves in the limelight some may think we have
fallen right over the edge.

Qur footballers are still going strong and
giving a good account of themselves. We con-
gratulate Constables Warren, Dunn, and Beaver
on being selected to play for the Manicaland
Eleven who opposed Salisbury Raylton and man-
aged to beat them 4-5 after one of the finest
games seen in Umtali for many a long day.

On June 3rd the Married Men met the Single
Men on the cricket field and a mighty battle ended
in the defeat of the married. Those about to get
married please note.

Lieut.-Colonel Rowley spent a few days in
the district on inspection duty during the month
and we hope he enjoyed the change. We feel
certain the scenery of Umtali must have been a
pleasant change after the scenery he enjoys regu-
larly from his office window.

Det. Sub-Inspector Bevingion and Sub-Inspec-
tor Kirkwood have returned from leave at the
coast after a wonderful holiday. They appear to
have settled down again to the daily grind but
one can still notice the far-away look in the eye,
as though they are trying to get a very distant
glimpse of the sea.

News being short and the time for these
notes to be in Salisbury almost at hand, if I am
to escape the Editor's hard looks and bitter words,
I must say my usual Cheerio.

NGITI
(It's never too late for Station Notes!—Ed.)

THE OUTPOST. JULY. 195

C.I.LD. BULAWAYO

The usual number of transfers have been
effected since our last notes. The arrival of Pro-
bationary Detectives J. B. G. Colquhoun, E. Earn-
shaw, J. Robinson and J. Rattray has improved the
Staff position here. Sergeant Tevor Steadman
left for Beitbridge during the month, whils:
1/Sergeant Glen MacDonald came from the Vic-
toria Falls to Bulawayo.

With the sitting of the Promotions Advisory
Board, we saw Detectives J. Brett, E. Van Eede,
W. Hobley, R. Grossmith, J. Gregory, W. Read
and A. Sandal, from Salisbury, Que Que and
Gatooma as prospective candidates for promotion.
We hope to have more to say on this subject next
month.

Also seen during the month were Sergeants
W, Sunter and E. J. May from Gwelo, the latter
having just returned from a long holiday in the
UK. We have just said farewell to Detective
Ian Dixon who was transferred to Gwelo after
spending some months in the Central Criminal
Bureau.

Congratulations this month go to Sergeant and
Mrs. J. Stanyon at the Victoria Falls on the birth
of a daughter, and to Detective Ron Eames who
was successful in the Lower Law Examinatons.

Detective Assistant Inspecior J. Hamilton, of
the Northern Rhodesia Police, spent some few
weeks with us recently, and we hear that Detec-
tive Assistant Inspector W. Holdsworth will ke
with our Fingerprint Staff for a short course.

“Shorty” Rees continued his good form in the
snooker competition, and is amongst the semi-
finalists in the White Cup tournament. Sergeant’s
“Pug” Barton and “Paddy” Ogle are our other
representatives, o we still stand a fair chance of
taking the trophy this year.

Not so with the Soccer, however, as we were
well and truly beaten this year in the annual
match with the Town Branch, played on Sunday,

Grass cutiing on the Green Souare, Depol




Interior Decorators

— LIMITED —

SOFT FURNISHERS

— Pof e
CURTAINS
LOOSE COVERS
UPHOLSTERY and
HOUSEHOLD LINEN

10% Discount to all members of

The B.S.A. Police

N.EM. HOUSE FORT STREET,

BULAWAYO
Phone 4563 P.O. Box 1032

PRYCE & GRAY, Ltd.

(Director: P/R S/1 GRAY, No. 2107)

52 Jameson Street, Bulawayo

r-—

See us first for your Electrical ® Domestic
Repairs ® Radios ® Refrigerators ® and
Everything Electrical

—

Special Rates for Members of the B.S.A.P.

tistablished 1897 P.O. Box 591

SMART & COPLEY

— LIMITED ——

CHEMISTS, OPTICIANS and
PHOTOGRAPHIC DEALERS

O

Main Street, Bulawayo

PHILCO-TROPIC

Phone 22396 and 22596
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8th July, at the Central Sports ground. Our
skipper was 1/Sergeant Dave Williams, who
played goalkeeper in the absence of 1/Sergeant
Barrowman. Although the team was strengthened
with the “new blood™ of young probationers, the
Town team had that little extra skill which re-
sulted in their winning 2-1. The game was well
attended and good support was given to both
sides. Both sides showed keenness and some good
moves were seen, particularly from Coulter on
the right wing and G. Aledrson at right back.
Another pillar of strength to our side was Stuart
Hodges who stopped a number of promising moves
by the Town forwards. On the whole, a very
interesting match (no doubt the Town Police
scribe to this column will record the merits of
his team) and we congratulate the Town Police
on their performance. Needless to say, we missed
the services of Sergeant Jimmy Dunbar at centre-
forward, who has given us great support in past
matches.

Inspector Digweed, our S.W.O., is showing
great form at tennis these days, and no doubt he
will be receiving challenges from other members
of the Department soon.

News of “Ginger” Pritchard (ex No. 3113)
and Syd. Bowbrick (ex No. 3095) has been re-
ceived during the past month. Both apparently
spent an enjoyable holiday over Rhodes and
Founders down on Magudu Ranch, Fort Victoria,
where “Ginger™ is now the manager.

In conclusion I must mention that Detective
Sub-Inspector W. Heckett, of the C.C.B., sends
his regards to Detective 1/Sergeant “Barry™ Bar-
rowman, of the same Department. What intrigue
lies behind this I leave for conjecture. But we may
get an answer in our next notes.

Cheerio for the present.
“CARURO.”

GATOOMA

Owing to frostbite our notes will be brief,
almost to the point of non-existence this month.

Vaguely remembered faces appeared out of
the bundu for the wedding of Constable Vince
Hustler here on June 23rd. Representatives from
Hartley, Battlefields and Chakari were well to the
fore. One member was seen checking points and
making notes throughout the ceremony and re-
ception. This was none other than Sergeant Roy
Townsend who is due to enter the marriage lists
on July 14th.

For the information of out-stations the *‘voice
on the ether wave" is now Sergeant Percy Foskett,
ex P.G.H.Q. Very little time was wasted by Ser-
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geant Robinson in getting this new arrival into
the Cricket Club books. Now that Fulton and
Evans have presented a Challenge Cup for the
Gatooma Police-Dalny Mine Cricket feud, no pos-
sible talent can be overlooked.

In the recent Gatcoma Soap Box Derby,
Detective Sub-Inspector Bryer accepted a challenge
to a racc—stakes being a bottle of whisky. We
are pleased to record that the Corps representative
won by a good ten lengths thus keeping our end
up in this field of endeavour, not forgetting his
own—iaking into consideration the diminutive size
of his buggy.

Once again we are in the midst of annual
musketry, riot drill and first aid (a good know-
ledge of the latter being very necessary after riot
drill as practised in Gatooma). The Camp Scav-
enger has got the knack of ricochetting his sand
bag ammo. off the wicker shields down to a fine
art.

Though we have yet to hear of a Marksman
in the district there have been several close scores,
no one having registered lower than a first class
shot.

Latest promotions are those of 1/Sergeant
Bailey and Trooper Hedge to Sam Browne belt
and stripes respectively. The latter, after a five
year stay at Gatooma, finally decided it was time
he had a look at the rest of the Colony, and
forthwith departed to Hartley—twenty miles away.

A parade of the Eiffel Flats, Hartley and
Gatooma Police Reserve detachments was held
in Camp recently for a farewell inspection by the
retiring O.C. Police Reserve, Lieut.-Colonel Shil-
lingford, O.B.E. The parade was congratulated
by the O.C. on its smart turnout and got a big
write up in the Gatooma Mail.

The Gatooma Police Ball is due to be held
at the Grand Hotel some time in September, and
it is hoped to make it as big a success as usual.
Sale of tickets is res:ricted to 123 doubles, so it
is definitely a case of “First Come—First Served.”

That's all from Gatooma.

HIS “X" MARK.

BULAWAYO TOWN

On Saturday, 16th June, the quarterly Police
sundowner dance was held in the Police Camp,
Bulawayo. It was somewhat quieter than usual
but the excellent dance music provided by the
Police Band from Salisbury was greatly appreciated
by all present,
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SPORTSMEN!

POPULARITY
THAT IS DESERVED

WE STILL LEAD THE WAY IN THE
FIELD OF SPORT

®

IN OUR NEW ULTRA MODERN
SHOP WE CARRY THE FINEST
RANGE OF SPORTS GEAR IN
RHODESIA, AND OUR STAFF
OF WELL-KNOWN PRACTICAL
SPORTSMEN OFFER YOU
SERVICE AND ADVICE WHICH
WE ARE SURE YOU WILL
APPRECIATE

Fulton & Evans

SPORTS SPECIALISTS

Robin House, Gordon Avenue
SALISBURY

| NEVER

LET IT BE SAID

THAT YOU HAVE NOT BEEN WARNED
ABOUT YOUR TYRE POSITION!

*

TIME MARCHES ON, AND YOUR
TREADS ARE WEARING OFF. DON'T
BE CAUGHT, BUT JUST REMEMBER
THAT ONCE A TYRE IS SMOOTH IT
IS NOT LONG BEFORE THE CANVAS
SHOWS.
L .

LET US EXAMINE YOUR TYRES FOR
YOU, AND LET US GIVE YOU GOOD,
SOUND AND ECONOMICAL ADVICE.
YOU'LL NEVER REGRET A VISIT TO

RAILWAY AVENUE, SO WHY NOT
COME ALONG STRAIGHT AWAY ?

¢

ADVANX
Tyre & Rubber

CO. LTD,

Railway Avenue / Fourth Street

SALISBURY
Phona 20569 P.O, Box 289

'MEN OF DISCRIMINATION

SHOP at . . .

MEIKILES MENS DEPARTMENT

FORT VICTORIA

for ——

Service - - - . Value - . - Satisfaction
SPORTSMEN—

We carry a large and varied stock of Sports Goods including SLAZENGER, DUNLOP,
PROSSER and GRAYS TENNIS RACKETS and BALLS. :
Our restringing and repair department is second to none in Rhodesia and we guarantee
absolute satisfaction.

MEN-ABOUT-TOWN—

Our stock of REX TRUEFORM and DUGSON SUITS and SPORTS COATS is very
comprehensive and we invite your inspection of the following:—

Rex Trueform 2 Garment D.B. Dress Suits,

Tropical weight.
Black Dress Trousers, Tropical weight.
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Rex Trueform Cream and Blue Tuxedo
Jackets, :
Rex Trueform 3 Garment Dress Suits.
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During the afterncon ‘of Sunday, 17th, the
Band played a selection of music in the vicinity
of the Camp swimming bath. Following this event
the Band performed the Retreat Ceremony in the
Camp parade ground.

We are all very sorry to lose Chief Inspector
Killick who has gone on leave pending retirement
and is spending the first portion of his leave in
the U.K.

Transfers during the month were: Constables
Barron to Salisbury Urban, Byrne and Hogg to
Salisbury C.I.D., Robinson, Colquhoun and Earn-
shaw to Bulawayo C.ILD. We wish “Red™ Bar-
ron the best of luck in Salisbury Urban and trust
that the five embryo ’tecs will enjoy combating
the crime in the “cloak and dagger” department.
The latest selection of hats is terrific, Constable
Earnshaw mentions that his peculiar type of head-
wear might be used on fishing expeditions if every-
thing else fails.

Constable Lees is at present confined to Hos-
pital following an attack of jaundice. Hard luck
Jack, dont worry, the colour isn't permgpent,

Cheerio for now.

"UHLANYA."

SITTING FOR PROMOTION?

A few days before the recent promotion
examination results were published, we read the
following news item: “Police cordoned off the
Kutub Minar Watch Tower just before Delhi
University announced examination results. Too
many students have been using it for suicide jumps
after failing their examinations.”

It was pleasing to note that nobody has been
struck off the strength since the latest Force Orders.

“1 heard one weman say she thought the Police dogs
were almost human!"
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. . . to the Editor

The Editor,
The Outpost.
Dear Sir,

On the arrival of your May number, open-
ing it and thumbing through the pages, I glanced
at the obituary notice and something struck a
chord of memory. Charles Joseph Laughton? No!
Surely it is my old friend Charles Joseph Langton,
who has passed over? Yes, it must be, and
probably others have already acquainted you of
the error.

It must happen to many to look back and,
stirring the recollections of the past, feel that the
friendship of a man here or a man there has
made a better man of oneself. Those are my
feelings as I recollect my association and friendship
with Charles Joseph Langton.

Prior to joining the B.B.P., Langton served in
that fine old corps, the CM.R. and he, with his
unassuming manner and quiet humour, used to
relate intriguing stories of Pondo rum-runners
over the Kei River, and other diverting episodes.

At one time during the early years of this
century, he passed his time, doubtless very
pleasantly, trading and shooting elephant in the
Sebungwe and Mafungabuzi country. . The Hon.
A. ] Fraser, then Consulting Engineer of the
Consolidated Goldfields, Ltd., thought his old
school friend had played around in the bush long
enough, persuaded Langton to return to civilisa-
tion and had him appointed as Mine Secretary
of the Bell Mine.

About that time, B.S.A.P. patrols, from Que
Que to the Mafungabuzi Hills, would usually have
to cross the Ngondoma Vlei; the vlei was atout
20 miles long and down its centre ran a stream
with very boggy ground on either side. There was
only one place in the 20 miles where patrols,
with riding and pack animals, could cross on solid
ground, and the name of that crossing was (may
be still) Langton’s Drift.

Charles Joseph Langton was a fine character
—it was due to the example of men such as he
and the reputation they earned, that wv: who
came later, were able to “throw a chest” and say
with pride, "'l am a Rhodesian.”

Yours faithfully,
S. C. JOHN (Major).
(ex No. 912).

Editor's Note: The obituary in question was
published as it appeared in the local Press. The
name should have been Langton.
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When in Bulawayo . . . .

Stay at

THE PALACE HOTEL

Comfortable Accommodation

Excellent Cuisine

AIRWAYS TERMINAL
ON PREMISES

THE HOME
FOR SWEETS

The

Chocolate Box

(Prop.: Abe Cohen)

BULAWAYO

Phone 3976 Bulawayo
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Magnificent Garden

TELEGRAMS: PALACE
TELEPHONE: 5241

MOTORISTS !

- Spare Parts for

AMERICAN and ENGLISH
CARS
Also a large range of Used Cars
©)

| WE GIVE SERVICE & SATISFACTION

Call, Write or Phone

Auto Spares

AND

Salisbury Motor
Mart, Ltd.

Corner of Stanley Ave. and Angwa St.

SALISBURY
Tel. Add.: Automart
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Gnd then thete wete HMone

For many years after my arrival in Rhodesia
I conducted my housekeeping successfully with a
staff of African boys, but when the children
appeared on the scene, and approached the crawl-
ing and toddling stage, I realised that unles I
was to develop into a harrassed and short tempered
parent, help must be procured. I was extremely
lucky in finding “Fat Nanny,” for that was the
name by which we affectionately knew Elizabeth.
She was a Xosa woman of about 350 years of
age, with bright eyes, an engaging smile and a
lovable character. All of us indeed considered her
our friend. To her our interests came first,
cspecially those of our small daughter, who was
her special care.

Fat Nanny helped with the bedmaking and
darning and did the children’s washing and iron-
ing. At 7 am. she took the two children to the
park, and again at 4 p.m. She was a careful and
kindly custodian. Once when a careless driver
nearly ran in'o the pram, she threw herself across
it, suffering cuts and bruites but protecting her
charge. Unfailingly cheerful, she perhaps spoiled
the children with her loving kindness. She
answered me firmly once, when completely cxas-
perated, I lightly smacked my daughter’s litt'e
chubby hand. *“Kosikaas,” she chided me, “ro
child has sense until it is seven years old, so do
not punish.”

Nanny saw our family through their young
childhood, and when they were adolescent she
left to join her husband on a plot near the
Hunyani River. She said she had worked enough
and was now too old. We missed her sorely, but
counted ourselves lucky for the years she had
been with us, and when a visit brought her to
town, laden with pumpkins and chickens for us,
we welcomed her as a dear friend.

Nanny's stay with us had been such a joy
and such a success that we now decided that we
would dispense entirely with a houseboy and con-
centrate on an African maid, who would be on
the spot when we wished to go out, and also
serve as a housemaid. 1 started this experiment
with high hopes, but oh, how they were shattered!

My husband’s father farmed in Matabeleland
and the news must have travelled to the effect that
the 'Nkos' son needed a maid and Annah
appeared. She was brought to the house by her
brother, a well-educated and gentlemanly Afri-
can. | was given instructions as to the life she
should lead. All good farm natives dislike the
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idea of their womenfolk working in tuwn, where
they are subject to many temptations, [ was
asked to be firm and strict with her. 1 felt
sorry for Annah, surrounded by new men,
strange faces, other minds, so I contacted other
Matabele girls who introduced her to the Way-
farer Movement. I myself made her white uni-
form and every Thursday, with shining face, full
of anticipation, she would set off with her friends.
I stipulated, following her father's instructions,
that she should be home at 6.30. She was given
a bright well-furniched room in the house, and
nightly she was permitted to entertain women
friends in the house. But alas, this was not
enough for Annah. She decided that she was
overworked and tied to the house too much;
this was in spite of her two afternoons off a
week, and she decided to return home, where she
could sit in the cun and knit to her heart’s
content. En passant, after two years, Annah
arrived back to see me with an adorable black
baby. I asked after her marriage, but was to'd
that she was not married, but hoped to be soon,
when her swain had got rid of his present wife
as she refused to be wife number two.

I felt that one unsatisfactory experience was
not enough to deter me from my experiment, o
I looked around, and at length procured Ida. Ida
was large and cheerful, but slapdash in her
methods. Her room was kept in such an untidy
state that I hated to think of it in the heart of
my home. She laughed and tumbled through her
work, but alas, she became dirtier and more
slovenly and after three months with no hard
feeling, we parted company and the sad proces-
sion continued.

Then there was Judy, neat and deft, and a
perfect housemaid. 1 thought my problems had
been solved, but one day I learnt from the garden
boy that Judy would steal out at night, when
she was left in charge, and desert her charges.
[ still shudder when I think of them left alone,
asleep in a large home. Judy, naturally after this
defection, had to go. She left telling me that no
maid would stay with me, if she had to sleep in
the house,
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Many and various African females appeared
at the back door, hearing that I was seeking a
maid, but they laughed when 1 said it was a
housemaid I wanted. That, they said, was tco
much like hard work. They also said they would
rather have a shack near the boys “kia" than
a decently furnished room under our roof. Any-
way, they told me, it was too lonely being in a
house all day. I then suggested that I employ
two African maids, one as a cook, but not one
of my backdoor acquaintances thought this was a
good plan. They simply were not interested in
cooking.

Judy was followed by Ellen, who quarrelled
with the cook boy. Margaret arrived and left, and
so did Jane. Having had little labour trouble in
my life I wondered whether 1 had acquired a
reputation of being a bad mistress. However,
pondering the problem I decided that the answer
lay in our hands. As long as raw native girls
are employed as nursemaids, earning more than
my trusty cook, although they do little elie but
sit in the sun ignoring their charges, laughing
and joking with their friends, of which the male
element predominates, I fear the African maid
will not replace the male in the house.

AUTHOR?

In last month’s edition we had a good ex-
ample of how much damage can be caused by
a concerted attack from Gremlins. In three in-
stances the author’s name was not printed and in
case there was any misunderstanding over this we
give these now. Sam and the Mule was the work
of a new poet in our midst, “Festina Lente™; Case
for the Prosecution by W. E. Lansdowne, who
says it is the last story he intends to write (he
said that before his name was omitted) and When
Gwelo Burns was received in the office with
neither title nor author’s name. By careful in-
vestigation, however, we found that the author
is better known to his friends in the Corps as
“Sandy,” so we leave it at that. With our apolo-
gies, we also offer the hope that this will remind
the respective authors that their efforts are not
forgotten the moment they are off the press;
indeed, we hope that this may remind them that
their work was much appreciated. Need we say
more?

MPATA GORGE, ZAMBES! RIVER
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YOUR NEW READING

By JOHN COLOPHON

Rommel’s South African Born Aide Tells His Story

Because of its revelations, simple writing,
pictures of the North Africa campaign from the
German angle, and vivid portrait of a great com-
mander, With Rommel in the Desert, by H. W.
Schmidt (Harrap), which should be with you
now, is assuredly the book of the month.

The volume, which is the English edition in
full of the book already published in South Africa,
has, of course, the peculiar, almost unique interest,
of giving the major operations of the Desert War
from the German angle. But, as I have suggested,
it is the manner in which this is carried out that
gives the supreme merit to the writing. Heinz
Schmidt is a Rommel enthusiast; yet he keeps that
enthusiasm wisely within control; so that, in con-
trast with works of like type of the past, we see,
all the time, the man and human being behind
the distinguished soldier.

From the moment that the author came into
intimate contact with Rommel, we get a sense of
the masterful driving force and speed of decision
that made Rommel what he was, and for so long
remained : the name that the British and Common-
wealth Forces deeply respected as an opponent.
The author was in constant close touch with Rom-
mel—in lightning thrust, the disaster of Tobruk
(in connection with which Rommel is here quoted
as paying a strong tribute to the soldiers from
your part of the world), the terrific give and
take of the tank battles, until the coming of Alex-
ander and Montgomery, El Alamein, and the final
Allied push—through to Tripoli and the end of
the Germans in Africa.

Rommel, it now seems entirely clear, had all
the attributes of the outstanding military leader:
prominent among them the last and vital attribute
of securing the personal loyal affection of his
men. They looked upon him as unsurpassable
in leadership; they accounted for his final defeat
as due to circumstances not within his control.
That is as it should be with any army that makes
its mark. We learn from this book of the skill
with which Rommel, with, at one time, but a
fraction of the equipment for which his opponents
gave him credit, played the great war-game of
bluff; and with what success. We learn, also,
that almost from first to last, and because of the
ever-increasing calls from other fronts, he had
less mechanical equipment than he needed; a
deficiency that, in the final phases, proved so

decisive.
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The chapter on the fall of Tobruk makes, at
this time of day, absorbing reading; it is done
with frankness, control and clarity. The desert
battles are illuminated by numberless sidelights
which must grip the attention of all who served
on the Allied side. El Alamein itself is described
with a detail and vividness which the present re-
viewer at least has not encountered before in a
book on the African campaigns. Here the author
writes with soldierly frankness, giving fullest credit
to the enemy—and conveying a picture of the
German surprise at the overwhelming concentra-
tion of Allied artillery under Montgomery.

We learn that for much of the rest of the
campaign Rommel was a sick man; but that is
stated merely as a fact, not an excuse. The
capture of the big bag of British generals is a
half-comic relief in war's grim course; the other
is the fact, here revealed for the first time, that
Rommel, driver and high-pressure commander
though he was, had a strong sense of humour.

“The Cloak I Left Behind” by Lilias Hag-
gard (Hodder & Stoughton) is the life of Rider
Haggard, by his daughter. All that is most
famous about Rider Haggard is of course connected
with his African romances; and the most famous
of these, far and away, is “King Solomon’s Mines™;
and the romance of that thrilling book is supposed
to be based on Zimbabwe and the Matabele, in
days when little but rumour was known of either.
The romance, to be sure, far outran the fact; but
that did not take away from the thrills of a
master yarn.

Rider Haggard, however, was, apart from
this, a many sided man; one of his great interests
was agriculture, of which he wrote much. It was
his strange imagination, though, that brought him
renown. What kind of man lay behind that writer?
Here is the full answer, and for the first time.
We have the revelation of a most unusual per-
sonality; and, strangely enough, of a man upon
whom there lay, through all his high sense of
purpose and duty, a cloud of depression—due, to
a great, but not total, extent to the early loss
of a much loved son. It is a notable and im-
mensely interesting study of a very exceptional
personality and temperament.

They say you will find a Scotsman (if not
many Scotsmen) almost everywhere on earth. To
such folk your way (and I know there are many)

I give a special tip to secure The Scottish Scene,
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by John L. Weir, and photographed by that
artist, Alfred Furness (Allen & Unwin). One
of the “Immortal Britain™ series, it contains some
of the finest pictures ever taken, and covers the
whole of Scotland. With its dozens of photo-
graphs, it is more an album of godlike charm
than a book. It is, in fact, something no Scottish
person should in any wise miss.

Climate favours all-year-round tennis with you.
So let me commend to you Lawn Tennis, Mr. ].
T. Hankinson’s new book (Allen & Unwin).
Here a born teacher of the game for the first
time produces a series of specially planned action
pictures showing how every stroke and move
should be played, and supports them with a text
that is a model of clearness. You cannot fail to
improve your game if you study this admirable

book.

For artistic merit my first fiction choice this
month is The Dividing Stream, by Francis King
(Longmans). Mr. King made his name with “An
Air That Kills,” three years ago. That name was
of a high talent, and, in my view, that of a pupil,
strongly up to date, of the Chekov school. Here,
he advances; and confirms it; his story's theme is an
illustration, set in post-war Italy, with American
English and Italian characters interplaying, of the
saying that each human being in essence goes
through life on a solitary journey; the stream that
divides is circumstance together with differing tem-
peraments: the stream being the impassable bar-
rier. The notable merit of the book is the intense
bright vividness of touch which the author brings
to the creation of each character and act; so that
the reader is carried on, willy nilly, fascinated,
held. Youth shows through the writing still; but
there is no mere promise, but performance. A
wholly exceptional novel : and, I think, a precursor
of something even finer and fuller yet.

Anya Seton’s latest successor to the best-
seller “Drongwyck™ is Foxfire (Hodder & Stough-
ton); this time a story, on a big scale, of love,
frustration and fulfilment in the grim surroundings
of the Arizona mountain country. There is vast
vigour and movement in this rich feast of romance
—and excitement in plenty, too..

Ship of Destiny, by Henry ]. Slater (Jar-
rolds)—the ship, incidentally being of the Union
Castle line, homeward bound—is unusual from the
angle of event: and I am not going to spoil it by
disclosing how startling and unheard of the main
event is. The author has got hold of a whale
of an idea; he exploits it with immense ingenuity
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and thrill after thrill. Wells himself would be
proud to praise this effort. I pray you note it
down and read.

Gaiety Rose, by Guy Trent (Hurst &
Blackett) is the story of the struggles, trials and
final triumph of a musical comedy star of the
Gay Nineties. Mr. Trent writes with vigour and
colour and cleverly evokes the atmosphere of by-
gone florid days.

Finally, if you want a nice African adventure
story full of body, and with all the most agree-
able ingredients, let me recommend The Crocodile
Man, by Peter Meredith (Ward, Lock). Strange
happenings on the West Coast; grim work, too;
and a love interest to off-set all.

I pick two of the latest thrillers: The Last
House, by Gina Dessart (Hodder & Stoughton):
Crime in the U.S.A., cleverly set out, with much
to puzzle, and a neat solution. Week-End With
Death, by Hilary Gray (Hurst & Blackett): Mys-
tery of a monkey-ornament and a vanished man;
with several twists and a real terror-solution.

The star among the new PAN-Books is Some

People, by Harold Nicolson; the famous volume
in which Mr. Nicolson produced a series of

superbly etched portraits of folk and types en-
countered by him during his days in the Diplo-
matic Service; a quality volume indeed. The
latest PANS contain also a new “Saint"™—The
Saint on Guard, by Leslie Charteris; and You
Can't Keep the Change, by the late Peter Chey-
ney, whose recent death is mourned by his multi-
tude of followers.

“And what do you think your speed was?"’
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KENYA POLICE DOGS

Police dogs have recently been iniroduced into
the Kenya Police and we publish below thre:
cases in which the dogs were successfully used.

Between 8 p.m. and 11 p.m. on the night of
January 10th a private house in Eldoret was
broken into and a large quantity of clothing stolen.
The owners had been out for the evening and
on their return at 11 p.m. they made the discovery
and immediately informed the police.

Entry had been gained through a bathroom
window, and on inspection by the Police a bare
footprint was found outside the window. Although
it was pitch dark, it was decided to fetch a Police
Dog to the scene.

The dog was given scent from the footprint
and immediately took up sceat and trailed to the
main road and along it to a railway level crossing.
Striking off on to the railway, the dog trailed
along for about half a mile. Just then a goods
train was heard approaching and the dog had
to be taken off the trail until it passed, but
fortunately was able to take up scent again, and
carried on. A few hundred yards from Eldoret
Railway Station, a passenger train bound for
Nairobi was seen leaving the station and again
the dog had to be taken off until it passed. Once
again the dog was able to resume the trail and
carried on into the station, giving tongue off the
platform where the 3rd class coaches had been
standing.

The Police party immediately went by car to
Kipkabus Station, 30 miles away, which was the
next stop the train made, getting there before the
train. On its arrival a search was made of the
3rd class coaches and in one coach the stolen
property was recovered. It was later ascertained
that as the tra'n approached the station, two
Africans jumped off and made their escape.

The time, from notification of Police to the
recovery of the stolen property, was three hours.

On 2nd PFebruary, it was notified to. Soy
Police Station that an attempt had been made to
break into the maize store of a farm in that area
the previous night, but on being disturbed by a
watchman, the three thieves made off, after
threatening the watchman.

There had been several such offences
previously, and although the quantities of maize
stolen were small, over a period it constituted
quite a considerable amount.
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On this occasion a shoe had been left behind
by one of the thieves in his haste. This shoe was
taken to Soy Police Station and Police Dogs were
asked for and brought to the scene. As the
shoe had been well handled by this time it was
useless as far as scent was concerned, but a search
revealed ‘a tuft of human hair caught on a barbed
wire fence near the maize store, which appeared
to have been left by someone who had no time to
choose his exit through the fence. Being in grass-
land there were no footprints available so the
dog was given scent from the hair.

Picking up scent, the dog trailed across
country for about two miles to a row of five
native huts. Passing the first three huts, the dog
stopped at the fourth hut, which was locked, and

gave tongue.

The Zambesi at Tete, Portugucse East Africa.
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A neighbour from one of the other huts was
able to give a description of the shoes worn by
the owner of the hut 4, which tallied with the
shoe found. The man having been sent for,
arrived barefoot, and denied that he owned shoes,
and later changed it to say that the shoes were
being repaired, but could not give the name of

the shoe repairer.

He was then taken to the Police Station and
the neighbour and two other men who said they
could identify his shoes were then asked to pick
his shoe out from among others, which they did
without hesitation. At this the suspect admitted
that he was the culprit — but named the two
identifying witnesses as being his accomplices,
which they also admitted.

All three were tried, convicted, and sentenced
to two years hard labour each.

While a farmer in the Eldoret District was
visiting the local agricultural show, his house was
broken into and clothing and a box contain'n:
personal papers and money stolen.

On his return home about midnight, he made
the discovery, and immediately came to the con-
clusion that it was the work of a carpenter whom
he had sacked the previous day after an alter-
cation. This carpenter knew of the box, and that
it contained money.

No doors or windows had been forcad,
although the owner stated that the houseboy had
instructions that the house be made secure every
night.

Police dogs were sent for and arrived at the
ccone at 6.30 am.

The dog was given scent from a bare foot:
print found in the garden, and trailed for about
400 yards to a depression in the ground with
bushes. Here the dog stopped, and behind the
bushes the box was found, unopened. The dog

was allowed to continue and carried on in a circle *

back towards the house, by-passing it, and
eventually finished up at the houseboy’s hut where
it gave tongue. A further search revealed the
clothing hidden under a bundle of maize stalks
in the garden.

It was decided to hold an identification parade
of the staff, by the dog, but the only available
footprint had been trodden on and was therefore
useless.

The houseboy was arrested pending an
investigation.

(Kenya Police Review.)
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PITY THE RED-HAIRED
BACHELORS

When B.B.C. reporter Peter Donne visited
the British Museum recently he saw a great many
very precious manuscripts well over four thousand
years old, which help to throw light on the civili-
sation of Ancient Egypt and Assyria. Among
them is the Book of Dreams and here the experts
have deciphered much that is interesting and re-
vealing about the Egyptian people's thoughts and
outlook on life. Donne, broadcasting later i
“Radio Newsreel,” said that the Book of Dreams
had shown that the Egyptians had a strong anti-
pathy for all red-haired people and simply could
not do with red-haired bachelors, who were re-
garded as followers of the God Seth, a most
unpleasant character. Red-haired bachelors were
not considered to be subject to normal laws of
behaviour and a special list of dreams and inter-
pretations had to be prepared for them. From
this list of dreams it seemed that the things that
worried them and made them dream were the
selfsame things that worry people and make them
dream to-day, food, personal economies and pro-
fessional advancement.

Amongst the faded brown papyri was a letter
intended to guide a scribe in the correct official
terms to be used in collecting taxes. Immediately
below it, and likely to be useful to a tax col
lector of any period in any country, was a recipe
for a magical cure for a headache. Donne also
saw the texts of temple ritual, a collection of
hymns, magical spells against disease and a long
strip of papyrus that was intended to be rolled
up, suspended from the neck and worn as an
amulet by an unknown general who commanded
royal troops somewhere around 850 B.C. From
these numerous documents the picture of an
ancient people grew clearer and they emerged as
superstitious, romantic and practical. Their imagi-
native tendencies were seen from another papyrus
which contained the first recorded use of allegory
in fiction, and told how Truth was blinded by his
brother Falsehood.

It all goes to show into what strange places a
B.B.C. Variety series may lead a quiet Londoner.
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Protecting Civilians in War

Not far west of London, at Sunningdale, in
the pleasantly-wooded county of Berkshire, is the
Civil Defence Staff College, the educational and
research centre of Britain's strategy in civil defence.
Until recently it was the only place of its kind
in the world, although Holland and the U.S.A.
have now established similar centres.

The College, situated in a large mansion
standing in its own park, is located on a triangle
of which the other points are Camberley and
Bracknell, the staff colleges respectively of the
Army and the Royal Air Force. A great deal

By ROY BREWER

English Journalist and Feature Writer

of Civil Defence activity is inevitably based on
very close liaison with the Armed Forces and,
since its establishment in November, 1949, Sun-
ningdale has given as much thought to the intricate
and continually changing problems of civil defence
as the sister colleges give to the details of military
or air force strategy and administration.

The idea of the College, its function and
scope originated during World War II. A pro-
totype, though on a less ambitious scale, was
formed at Stoke d'Abernon, in the neighbouring
county of Surrey. Wartime experience gained
there was the basis on which the details of
Sunningdale were successfully planned.

Instructional Films.

The building is well suited to its present
use. There is a private cinema, used for instruc-
tional films and film strips and for demonstration
playlets, written and acted by the staff. The
former reception rooms serve as lecture and dis-
cussion theatres, particularly a large square ha'l
with a gallery above on each side. Here large-
scale maps and plans are spread out so that the
45 members of a typical course sitting round can
follow closely lectures and demonstrations with
movable symbols and “overlays™ or get from the
gallery a “pilot’s eye view" on an exact scale of
altitude, of the map below.

Sunningdale is concerned primarily with the
broadest problems of civil defence — technical
details of defence measures, methods of rescue,
decontamination and relief are taught in detail
at civil defence training schools elsewhere. Emphasis
in all the courses is laid on the problems of
liaison between civil defence and the Armed
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Students from many countries study at Britain’s

Civil Defence Staff College.

Forces, the police, fire services, voluntary relief
and welfare organisations. Short courses concen-
trated into a week, covering broad principles of
overall planning, are reserved for the executive
heads of local and central government, the police
and fire services, and other organisations closely
concerned with civil defence planning. Longer
courses, spread over five weeks, dealing with the
detail of planning, are attended in the main by
men and women who have a full time job pre-
paring local civil defence plans for their various
authorities, services and organisations. Special
courses have been arranged for local health ad-
ministrators, and a course was held for cverseas
visitors from many European countries as well as
from Egypt, US.A., Pakistan, and other Com-
monwealth countries. An early visitor to the
College was Brigadier Wardell, head of Australian
Civil Defence.

The five-week courses are made up of lec
tures, demonstrations, discussions and “paper
exercises.” These cover the extent and nature of
atom bomb defence, all strategy being baced on
the hypothetical case of serious damage from, say,
two or three atom bombs; methods to be adopted
in chemical and biological warfare; the latest
methods of fire fighting and, in particular, defence
against the hazards of fire storms generated by
simultaneous fires in built-up areas; a demonstra-
tion of monitoring instruments; plans for civil
defence in industry, and the principles of zoning
and organisation in the larger towns; methods of
emergency feeding and casualty organisation and
ways of keeping up public morale.

“Exercise Bang”

The syllabus includes some 38 separate
sessions, and of these, nine are devoted to what
is known as “Exercise Bang.” This consists of
a “paper exercise” covering every aspect of civil
defence planning and organisation based on a
series of raids over a typical densely populated
area (the port of Southampton is frequently used,
and conveniently linked with the actual visits to
the area for field study). The exercises are mainly
worked by the course divided into syndicates of
six, each member taking his turn to act as leader
during discussion and when working out the test
problems which are studied throughout the course.

Staff lecturers are supplemented by visits from
outside experts, In addition visits are paid to a
typical densely populated area for “field study”
of complex local problems, to a large London fire
station and to the Army School of Health.

PAGE THIRTY-NINE




BUY
BOOKS

for your

St e LIBRARY
MIDLANDS from

o+ 4  PHILPOTT &

O
Haddon & Sly =i S

e . PRINTERS - STATIONERS
& BOOKSELLERS

THE
SHOPPING CENTRE

LIVINGSTONE AVENUE

GWELO -
P.0. BOX 180 Phone 236 Abercorn Street - - Bulawayo

'W. C. MACDONALD & CO.

LIMITED
P.O. BOX 56 Telegrams: “ BROADWAY " PHONES: 24563 & 24763

SALISBURY

AGENTS FOR—
Union-Castle Mail Steamship Company, Limited.

All Principal Air Lines
Member 1.A.T.A.

All Classes of Insurance—
THE NATIONAL MUTUAL LIFE ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALIA, LTD.
THE OCEAN ACCIDENT AND GUARANTEE CORPORATION, LIMITED.
THE SCOTTISH UNION AND NATIONAL INSURANCE COMPANY.
COMMERCIAL UNION ASSURANCE CO., LTD. MARITIME INS. CO., LTD.

PAGE FORTY THE OUTPOST. JULY. 1951




PARACHUTE ROBOT.

A device to reduce danger in parachute
jumps from high altitudes is announced by the
United States Air Force. The automatic mecha-
nism delays the opening of the parachute until
the flyer has fallen through the rarified upper air
into the denser atmosphere nearer the earth.

A flyer who jumps at extremely high aldi-
tudes faces great danger. There is so little oxy-
gen that he may lose consciousness before he can
pull the ripcord that opens the parachute. More-
over, the Air Force points out, even if the flyer
can open the parachute the cold of the rarified
air is so intense that it can cause severe exposure
while he slowly passes through it.

The new device is attached to the parachute.
It is activated when the flyer pulls a handle just
as he jumps. It contains a barometric mechanism
that prevents the parachute from opening until the
flyer enters relatively dense air. A dial permits
the flyer to fix the height above sea level at which
the mechanism is to operate. The dial usually is
set for a height of 5,000 feet above the highest
land over which a flight is planned. At the proper
height the device opens the parachute.

If the plane is flying within the denser atmo-
sphere when the flyer jumps, a timer that has
previously been set delays the opening of the
parachute until the flyer has fallen clear of the
plane. In jumps from high altitudes, however,
the barometric mechanism delays the opening of
the parachute regardless of the timer setting.

(JL/Z

Q

e

“Of recent years I've found it cheaper to go to the shooting galleriss.'
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Domestic NMotices

BIRTHS

SIMS.—To 2/Sergeant and Mrs. Sims, at
Bulawayo, on 27th May, 1951, a son,
Alan John.

ROBERTSON., —
Robertson, at Salisbury, on 5th June,
1951, a son, Andrew John.

To Trooper and Mrs.

ENGAGEMENT—

WATTS—VAN KETS.—2/Sergeant James
Watts to Miss Agnes V. M. van Kets,
of Pietersburg, Northern Transvaal.

MARRIAGES-—

SHERIFF—GLASGO.—1/Sergeant E. .
Sheriff to Miss Elizabeth Margaret Glasgo,
at Ndola, Northern Rhodesia, on 5th
May, 1951,

BAILEY—SHEPPY. — 2/Sergeant A. E.
F. Bailey to Miss Lorain Ann Sheppy,
at St. Michael and All Angels Church,
Fort Victoria, on 9th June, 1951.

HUSTLER—VAN BLERK.—Constable V.
Hustler to Miss Lillian Patricia van Blerk,
at All Saints Church, Gatooma, on 23rd
Iune 19'\1
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THE “LIVING SKELETONS” OF EGYPT

War on Drug Addicts

Cairo’s opium “clinics,” where part of the
£100,000,000 or more which Egypt spends every
year on narcotics changes hands, are no show-
places.

Usually situated in the squalid districts which
sprawl round the feet of the modern capital, few
see what happens at the “clinics,” where humanity
is revealed in stark depravity.

The “doctors” operate under the most un-
hygienic conditions as they give hypodermic in-
jections to the “‘patients”—human beings who can
only be kept alive in their shadowland by taking
opium. The “patients” are welcome visitors.

They bring money to those engaged in the
business of destroying the health of large numbers
of Egyptians. g

Occasionally there are unwelcome visitors
the agents and police of the Anti-Narcotic Ad-
ministration.

Early on a recent morning such unwelcome
visitors paid surprise visits to some of the opium
“clinics” in the huddle of houses known as the
Bulac district, near the Nile.

They arrived in taxis. Police vehicles would
have been too obvious. The agents and police
were in a variety of disguises.

The taxis, with the leader of the raiding
force in the first, set off. When they arrived in
a certain street in Bulac the drivers were ordered
to stop. The leader got out and stood at a corner.

Soon, he was approached by a small, thin
man in worker’s clothes (a disguised agent), and
the two conversed rapidly in low tones. The
leader returned to his taxi, and the group set out
for the dilapidated shacks in the El Torgomane
area.

Arrived there, the passengers jumped out of
the taxis, revolvers in hand. Tt was half-past six.
The streets were deserted.

The raiders entered an old, ruined house, and
rushed up the stairs, several at a time. On the
first floor, some of the agents found a woman
sitting on the floor with her legs crossed. In
front of her were a coffee-pot and a cup. Taken
by surprise, the woman was speechless.

An officer invited her to deliver the opium
in her possession. She recovered sufficiently to
say calmly: “You are mistaken, sir; to what
opium do you refer?”

The officer lost no time. “Stand up,” he
ordered. The woman refused. An agent slipped
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his hand into her clothing, and took out a small
tin box containing about 20 pieces of opium.

Other agents had, meantime, reached the roof.
There they found a collection of “living skeletons™
sitting with legs crossed, waiting for their shots
of opium.

In front of them was the “doctor,” a man
with a yellow face. Within his reach were an
empty tin box, dirty cups and a small petrol lamp.
The “skeletons™ were stretching out their arms,
waiting for the injections of the opiate.

In spite of the sudden appearance of the
police, neither the opiomaniacs nor the “doctor™
seemed moved, not even on finding revolvers
pointed at them. They were dazed, and the
“doctor”™ was by no means the most lucid of the
group.

Questioned by an officer, the “doctor”
answered: “My name is Ezzat . . . I am an
underground doctor.”

When one of the opiomaniacs was questioned
he did not seem to hear. He was shaken a bit
and at last he said: “My name is Abd Rabbo.”

“What is your profession?” His answer was
to lie down on the floor and close his eyes. He
was awakened and urged to answer.

“I am a carter,” he said.

“Why are you here?”

“To get an injection which gives me life. 1
do not know whether I am dead or alive.”

Another man said he was a sweets merchant
and that he had been an opium addict for 30
years,

A third man declared that he bought opium
in a pharmacy. The “pharmacist” was the woman
who was sipping the coffee on the first floor. The
“pharmacy” was the tin box which was taken
from her.

Each “patient” on arriving received a small
piece of opium which he gave to the rooftop
“doctor.” The “doctor™ diluted it in not-too-clean
water, filled a syringe and injected the “patient”
in the arm. The same water and the same needle
were used for everybody. The police arrested
the woman and the men.

Agents and police moved to another street.
A newspaper vendor approached the leader and
said something in his ear. The taxis moved to a
little narrow street and the police entered an old,
ramshackle building.

Here was another rooftop “clinic” where the
“doctor™ was preparing to administer injections
to four “patients.” The “patients” were com-
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pletely exhausted. They allowed the police to
arrest them without displaying any sign of resis-
tance, or uttering the slightest protest.

Only “Dr.” Anoir, who turned out to be a
shoemaker, spoke—to say that he was performing
a “noble and humane mission. If I did not inject
these unfortunate people with opium, they would
all die or go mad,” he explained. The four
“patients” were a cab driver, a butcher, a barber
and an unemployed worker.

The work of tracking down the drug barons,
pedlars, “doctors™ and addicts goes on unremit-
tingly night and day.

—The Nongqal.

A motorist was driving home in the fog, and
not doing too well, when he found himself behind
a big car going in his direction. He slowly tailed
the car in front, watching its rear light very
carefully, and went along O.K. in this way for a
couple of miles.

Suddenly the car in front stopped dead and
he crashed into the back of it. So the motorist
got out, and going up to the driver in front he
shouwed: "You so-and-so fool, why didn’t you
signal me that you were going to stop?”

“What?" said the other driver. “In my own
garage?”
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MURDER BY DENTISTRY

Toxologists, when they are called in on a case,
naturally expect to find poison. But sometimes
other things turn up as well. One morning, a
wealthy retired business man was found dead in
his bed. “Suicide,” was his physician’s opinion.
He had apparently taken a dose of the deadly
poison, wolfsbane.

However, a life insurance company became
suspicious, for the deceased had been a big policy
holder. The poison experts went to work. They
found wolfsbane, as they had expected, in the
dead man’s stomach. But they also found tiny
fragments of dental wax.

This, of course, led to an examination of the
teeth. One of the molars had a large cavity, in
which they found both wolfsbane and dental wax

and they knew that this was no suicide. It was
murder : murder by dentistry.

The dentist had filled the cavity with wolfs-
bane and sealed it with wax, knowing that durinz
the night the wax would melt, releasing the poison.
He had not fgured that some of the wax would
rema'n unmelted, thus furnishing the legal-medical
investigators with a clue to what had happened.

The dentist? He turned out to be the old
man's son-in-law, and important beneficiary of his
life insurance.—(Constabulary Gazette.)
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MONKEY-NUT SUITS

Now that clothes in Britain have become so
expensive the British seize eagerly upon any new
fabric that promises to be cheap and serviceable.
Since news of cloth partly made from groundnuts
has come to hand people have been seeking further
information about this possible avenue for escape
from the worries of high-priced clothing. In a
programme for South Africa called “Across the
Line” Bertram Mycock, the B.B.C's industrial cor-
respondent, told listeners all he could find out
about it. The first stage is to remove both shells
and red skins from the nuts. The residue, called
groundnut meal, is half protein. When this protein
is dissolved out of the meal, treated with acid,
dissolved in caustic soda and then pushed through
very fine spinnerets to produce a thread, the result
is the new fibre that can be used for clothing.

Mycock's short description of groundnut fibre
covers a history of fifty years, when the idea of
using vegetable protein instead of animal protein
—which is all that wool is—was first mooted.
Enough fibre to make several suits has been pro-
duced in the laboratory when the last war inter-
vened and some of the suits, made from a blend
of half wool and half groundnut fibre, are still being
worn to-day. After the war the process was re-
started and the aim now is to produce three thou-
sand five hundred tons of fibre in the current year.
This will not all be used for suits as it can be
mixed equally well with cotton or other synthetic
fibres to make knitwear, stockings, blankets, car-
pets and hats. If all goes well Britons should even-
tually be able to sleep on and in this cheap
groundnut fibre, and towear it on their heads

Recognise this part of Depot?
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LIFE IN THE COUNTRY

B. C. Kivell is a Rhodesian from Bulawayo
and in the B.B.C. programme “Calling the Rho-
desias and Nyasaland™ he described the village that
he lived in during part of his stay in Britain. It
was complete with every detail that a wvisitor
expected an English village to have; the church

contained interesting and unusual features and in
the crooked High Street were five public-houses
which had been there since coaching days, the
White Hart, Red Lion, Sun Cricketers', and Old
King's Head. Village life was made up of many
little things which he did not really appreciate
until he had moved into his London flat and went
back to the village for a week-end. Then he dis-
covered the joy of going into the excitingly odor-
ous village shop, his entrance marked by the jing-
ling bell that brought the shopkeeper from the
darkness at the back. He became quite lyrical
over the cottage gardens, those brilliant, tiny
patches that made the village so gay in spring
and summer.

It was his intense interest in every aspect of
the village that made him decide to spend part of
his holday there as the postman. That gave him
the entree everywhere and the freedom of the
teapot from the smallest cottage to the big house,
where on occasion he drank a cup of tea with the
lady of the manor, who no longer had a large
staff to keep her place trim and tidy and tried
her best to do the work herself. He saw village
life from the inside and realised fully what a job
the country housewife had to keep her home as
clean as it should be, when water was not always
laid on, there was often no bathroom and sanita-
tion was quite a walk from the house. He mar-
velled at the longevity of the English villager,
typified by the old lady of over eighty who was
planning to emigrate to Canada to join her son.
Another eighty-four year old man would often take
a couple of pints with him at the White Hart
and would even dance an Irish jig on request.
“They breed 'em tough in the country,” said
Kivell, “and if you want to know England there’s
no place to study it like an English village.”

LITERARY INCENTIVE

“There is nothing like seeing oneself in print
for encouraging that minimum of pride and zeai
without which a young poet or imaginative prose
writer can scarcely function."—John Lehmann,
B.B.C.
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Culled Jrom Corps Orders

HONOURS AND AWARDS:

It is notified for general information that His
Majesty the King has been graciously pleased, on
the occasion of the official celebration of his birth-
day, to confer the following honours:—

The King's Police Medal: Captain Henry
Thomas Killick.

The Colonial Police Medal (For Meritorious
Service) : No. 2115, Detective Chief Inspector John
Sebastian Young, C.I.D. Bulawayo; No. 2193,
Chief Inspector William Howard, Salisbury Dis-
trict.

APPOINTMENT :

His Excellency the Governor has been pleased
to approve of the appointment of No. 3493, Sub-
Inspector Herbert Charles Lomas, British South
Africa Police, as Assistant Superintendent, British
South Africa Police, from 9th June, 1951.

PROMOTIONS::

No. 2925, Staff Insp. Ashwin, “Q" Branch,
Depot, to Staff Chief Inspector, 1-4-51.

No. 3425, Staff Sub-Insp. Greig, Depot, to
Staff Inspector, 1-4-51.

No. 3389, Staff Sub-Insp. Woodgate, Depot,
to Staft Inspector, 1-4-51.

No. 3763, Staff Sub-Insp. Moore, “Q" Branch,
Depot, to Staff Inspector, 18-4-51.

No. 3609, Sub-Insp. Dufton, Gwela District,
to Inspector, 5-3-51.

No. 3504, Sub-Insp. Kesby, Matabeleland Pro-
vince, to Inspector, 1-4-51.

No. 3630, 1/Sgt. McCall-Smith, Umtali Dis-
trict, to Sub-Inspector, 1-4-51.

No. 3703, 1/8gt. Bailey, Gatooma District, to
Sub-Inspector, 1-4-51.

No. 3668, 1/Sgt. Turner, Bulawayo District,
to Sub-Inspector, 1-4-51.

No. 3939, 2/S8gt. Gilmour, Depot, to 1/Ser-
geant, 1-4-51.

No. 3989, 2/Sgt. Walker, Salisbury District,
to 1/Sergeant, 1-4-51.

No. 3918, 2/Sgt. Hatton, Bulawayo District,
to 1/Sergeant, 1-4-51.

No. 3968, 2/Sgt. Jouning, Umtali District,
to 1/Sergeant, 1-4-51.

No. 4094, 2/8gt. Atkinson, Gwelo District,
to 1/Sergeant, 1-4-51.

No. 3977, Tpr. Murgatroyd, Victoria District,
to 2/Sergeant, 1-4-51,

No. 4148, Tpr. Jones, Salisbury Pistrict, to
2/Sergeant, 1-4-51.

No. 3928, Tpr. West, Salisbury District, to
2/Sergeant, 1-4-51.

PAGE FORTY-EIGHT

No. 4247, Tpr. Davies, Bulawayo District,
2/Sergeant, 1-4-51.

No. 3923, Tpr. Howard, Victoria District,
to 2/Sergeant, 1-4-51.

No. 4147, Tpr. Hedge, Gatooma District,
to 2/Sergeant, 1-4-31.

No. 4033, Tpr. Berry, Bulawayo District,
to 2/Sergeant, 1-4-51.

No. 4037, Tpr. Cavey, Bulawayo District, to
2/Sergeant, 25-4-51.

No. 3921, Const. Earle, Depot, to Staff Lance
2/Sergeant, 29-6-51.

No. 4460, Const. Bester, Depot, to Staff Lance
2 /Sergeant, 29-6-31.
ATTESTATIONS:

For the Duty Branch for three years on dates
shown : -

18th June, 1951.

No. 4740, Const. Peter Roy Ashford.

No. 4741, Const. William Edward Bailey.

No. 4742, Const. Arthur William Lake.

No. 4743, Const. John Edwin Morgan.

No. 4744, Const. Geoffrey Roberts.

No. 4745, Const. James Malcolm Buchanan.

No. 4746, Const. Thomas Noel Jones, 19-6-51.

No. 4747, Const. Gerald William Day,
22-6-51.

No. 4748,
28-6-51.

No. 4749, Const. John
30-6-51.

Const. Noel Claude

[Ji){l!l!,

Lawton Hardie,
2nd July, 1951.

No. 4750, Const. Kenneth Percy John Berry.

No. 4751, Const. Charles David Francis Burton.

No. 4752, Const. William Coetzer.

No. 4753, Const. Edward Thomas Cutfield.

No. 4754, Const. Albert William Freeman.

No. 4755, Const. John Henry Mylrea.

No. 4756, Const. John Roger Pearce.

No. 4757, Const. Ronald Pilbrough.

No. 4758, Const. Richard Henry Robinson,

No. 4759, Const. Christopher John d'Eresby
Willoughby.
DISCHARGES::

No. 4132, Staff 2/Sgt. Greeff, “Q™ Branch,
Depot, "At own request,” 20-6-51,

No. 4286, Tpr. Bailey, Pay Branch, Depot,
“Time Expired,” 21-6-31.

No. 4294, Tpr. Rowe, Gwelo District, *“Time
Expired,” 21-6-51.

No. 4296, Tpr. Swan, Depot, “Time Expired,”
21-6-51.

No. 4304, Det. Brown, C.I.D. Bulawayn,
"“Time Expired,” 5-7-51.

No. 4306, Tpr. Clapham, Salisbury Urban,
“Time Expired,” 5-7-51.

No. 4383, Tpr. Pinkerton, Depot, 29-6-51.

THE OUTPOST. JULY, 1951




INTER-PROVINCIAL SHOOT

On 17th June, 1951, four teams representing
Mashonaland, Matabeleland, Midlands and Depo:,
assembled on Woolandale Range, Bulawayo, for
un Inter-Provincial shooting match comprising two
events. The first event was the Second Stage
Kings, which is seven rounds to count at each
range, at a distance of 300, 500 and 600 yards.
The second event was the King's Medal Competi-
tion, ie., 10 rounds application at 600 yards fol-
lowed by fire with movement from 600 yards to
100 yards, followed by rapid and snap at 300
yards.

Team scores are appended hereunder:—

Team. Event No.l Event No. 2
Mashonaland—
Insp. Stuteley ... .. . 78 148
Insp. Nimmo ... ... w.. 62 99
1/Sgt. Jones ... ... RV 107
1/8gt. Bester ... . . 74 149
2/Sgt. Peters ... wu e 63 136
2/Sgt. Norman ... e 33 119
Total' . 377 758
Depot—
et B L Panry .. 5 76 118
S/Insp. Woodgate .. 85 136
F/1/Sgt. Robertson ... 73 106
Trope Uriles s usgss 249 101
S/1/Sgt. O'Donnell ... 58 67
Const. Prancis ... .. 65 94
TFotal ... 406 622
Midlands—
Ingp.  Cooke: e i 84 135
Fpr.. Howard s ki s T4 93
S/Insp. White ... ... ... 8l 121
2/5¢t. Mays ... RIS | 99
1/8gt: Dicksen . ... 63 121
i/Sgt. Brink .. ... .. 56 66
Total .. 439 635
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Matabeleland—

1/Sgt. Stidolph ... ... 84 145
S/Insp. Kesby ... ... ... 89 104
1/8gt. Moray-Brown ... 86 124
1/Sgt. Smith . e o 77 113
2/8gt. Isikson ... ... ... 80 133
D70t S s A 92

Total .. 470 711

The first event was won by Matabeleland with
a score of 470, Midlands being second with a
score of 439. The second event was won by
Mashonaland with a score of 758, with Matabele-
land second with a score 711. The individual
aggregates over the whole shoot for the first thirteen
competitors were as follows:—

1/8gt. Stidolph ... . .. 229
Insp. Stuteley . 226
1/8gt. Bester ... wuw o wee 223
S/Insp. Woodgate ... ... 221
Ingp.. Cooke v wuy iy w219
2/Sgt. Isikson .. e v o 213
1/8gt. Moray-Brown ... 210
S/Insp. White .. e e 202
2/5gt. Peters v v w201
Lieut. R. J. Parry w193
S/Insp. Kesby ... . oo 193
1/Sgt. Dickson ... v w.. 184
2/Sgt. Mays ... . 180

The Acting Commissioner, Colonel A. 8.
Hickman, M.B.E., arrived during the course of
the shoot and was an interested spectator for the
King’s Medal Competition, joining in the run-
down the range as a volunteer range officer.

At the conclusion of the shoot, O.C. Mata-
beleland, Lieut. Colonel J. B. Lombard, who was
responsible for the excellent organisation of the
day's shoot, addressed a few words to the assem-
bled shotists and introduced the Acting Com-
missioner, who had kindly agreed to present prizes.
Colonel Hickman then spoke a few words, saying
that the idea of this Inter-Provincial Shoot had
been suggested by Lieut. R. J. Parry as a means
of giving potential shotists a chance of gaining
competition experience and of being considered
for selection for the Police Bisley Team. The idea
had been taken up by Lieut. Colonel Lombard
who had arranged the rest. Colonel Hickman
said it gave him great pleasure to present the
prizes and he then presented each member of the
winnng teams with a silver spoon.

On behalf of the shotists Lieut. Parry thanked
Colonel Hickman for having permitted the shoot
to be held and for his very encouraging support
to the meeting. He also expressed thanks to
S/Insp. Andrews for his stalwart efforts in the
butts.
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P.O. Box 163 Phone 21772

BRAUDE BROS.

LIMITED

Direct Importers, Wholesale and
Retail Wine, Spirit and General
Merchants
— ALSO —

CIGARETTES, PIPES
GLASSWARE, CON-
PERFUMES, Ete.

Salisbury

CIGARS,
TOBACCOS,
FECTIONERY,

Speke Avenue

FOR ALL YOUR REQUIREMENTS IN—
MEN’S and BOYS' OUTFITTING
SHOWROOM - - - . DRAPERY
HOUSEHOLD HARDWARE
BOOTS and SHOES, etc.

Shop at—

Morrison’s Rhodesia

(Successor), Ltd.

86 FIFE STREET, BULAWAYO
Phone 2821/2

TIEE S.A. CANVAS CO,,LTD. |

FOR YOUR REQUIREMENTS

AWNINGS, SUNBLINDS, BUCKSAILS
GRAIN BAGS, TOBACCO PACKING
MATERIALS

DUNDEE HOUSE,

GORDON AVENUE SALISBURY

P.O. Box 972 Phone 24860
Telegraphic Address: “Bucksalls,” Salisbury.

Kiiklor & Easbvaley

Corner Angwa Street and Speke Avenue,
SALISBURY
WHOLESALE MERCHANTS
AND DIRECT IMPORTERS
Provisions, Hardware, Crockery, Glassware,
Tobacco, Cigarettes and Cigars.
Sole Stockists of the Famous—
“ANTIFECT ” DISINFECTANT FLUID

Highly Efficient. Remarkably low-priced.
(In drums of one, two and five gallons.)

Telegrams: “ KRIKLER.”
Telephone 20267 P.O. Box 647
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FURNITURE

For All Your

Requirements
visit

J. PELHAM, LTD.

“ Home Furnishers "
88 CAMERON STREET, SALISBURY
Phone 22903 Tel. Add.: “Pelfurn” Box 1867

LOCKIE, LTD.

P.O. Box 26, Salisbury — Telephone 24925

Coach and Wagon Builders,

General Smiths and Farriers

Specialists in all Branches

Iy
FEREDAY & SON
RIFLES, SHOTGUNS, AMMUNITION, ETC.
Westley Richards, B.S.A, and W.W,
Greener’'s Shotguns and Rifles
Gramophones, Tennis Racquets, Fishing Rods,
Pocket Knives
CYCLES
B.S.A. - HUMBER - RELIANCE - HERCULES
EMPIRE - SWIFT

NEW B.S.A. MODELS NOW OBTAINABLE
FROM THE B.S.A. REPRESENTATIVES

FEREDAY & SON
 MANICA ROAD, SALISBURY

LIBERTY MOTORS

Victory Avenue, Umtali

PETROL, OIL and TYRE SALES

Repairs to All Makes of Cars

Paint Spraying and Panel Beating

AUSTIN CARS and TRUCKS — CITROEN CARS
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The shoot as such was a great success and
was very much enjoyed by all, although we sus-
pect malice aforethought on the part of Matabele-
land in arranging a Police Reserve Sundowner and
a very enjoyable dance in the Police Camp the
night before the shoot took place. Whether these
celebrations had any effect on the shooting the
next day is a matter of question but, notwith-
standing results generally were good and the pur-
pose of the shoot was more than achieved.

On the conclusion of the serious business the
Bisley Selection Committee got together and the
following members were selected to represent the
Police in the Rhodesian Service Bisley to be held
on the Woolandale Range, Bulawayo, commencing
on 7th July, 1951 :—

Lieut. Colonel J. B. Lombard, Lieut. R. J.
Parry, Insp. Cooke, S/Insp. Woodgate, Insp.
Stuteley, S/Insp. Kesby, 1/Sgt. Stidolph, 1/Sgt.
Bester, 1/Sgt. Moray-Brown, 2/Sgt. Isikson, 2/Sgt.
Peters, 2/Sgt. Mays.

It is hoped that the powers that be will con-
sider holding an Inter-Provincial Shoot a month
before the Rhodesian Annual Bisley as a regular
annual event, and that possibly some trophy may
be allocated to intensify the already keen com-
petition between Provinces and Depot,

MKAKATA.

RUGBY

Police v. Lomagundi B.

In this game, played at Banket, the Police were
not impressive due to the fact that they did not
quickly adjust themselves to a difficult pitch. The
score at half time was 0-3. After half time Police
rallied and after several missed drop kicks Jimmy
Riddle opened the score from one. Police then
went ahead with Smallbones and Leppan bringing
ponts to the side. The final score being 9-3.
Police won.

Team: Reynolds, O'Shaughnessy, Lovegrove,
Davidson, Riddle, Jacques, Leppan, Moon, Hum-
phereys, Armstrong, Egleton, Geraghty, Hulley,
Smallbones, Bulman.

Police v. Umvukwes.

Played on the Police ground, there was a good
number of spectators.

The game was interesting and both sides showed
sound form. Police had to defend their line on
several occasions, and they did this well. The
movements by the threes were good and led to
some of the scoring which was not as high as
it should have been. Points scored by Umvukwes
came from penalties, which the Police are prone
to give away in their own half. The final score
was 15-6.
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Team: Reynolds, O'Shaughnessy, Lovegrove,
Jacques, Holmes, Smithyman, Leppan, Armstrong,
Humphereys, Hulley, Smallbones, Egleton, Moon,
Geraghty, Naested.

Police v. Bindura.

This game was played at the Bindura Sports
Club ground. The pitch was very dusty and the
Police again took their time getting used to the
ground. Unfortunately they lost the advantage
of the down hill play in the first half, which if
it had been exploited would have given the Police
a much needed lead and incentive. However, the
game ended in a draw, both scores coming from
penalties. Police pressed hard in the second half
in spite of the up-hill work, and managed to hold
their own in the pack, who were evenly matched.
Unfortunately the passing in the threes was not’
up to standard and this gave the opponents some
of their openings which were successfully stopped
just short of the Police line by Pukkie Reynolds.
In spite of what critics may have to say, the
Bindura team are much improved. We
were all very pleased to have a band of supporters
with us and hope that we did not disappoint them.
Many thanks for the support.

Team: Reynolds, O'Shaughnessy, Lovegrove.
Davidson, Armstrong, Smithyman, Leppan, Buiten-
dag, Hulley, Moon, Egleton, Irwin, Geraghty.
Smallbones, Naested.

Police v. Salisbury A.

Police, for the first time, really met their
match when they played Salisbury on Salisbury
Sports ground. The Salisbury team opened the
scoring with a rather doubtful try in the corner.
Police defended well but the Salisbury three-
quarters were too fast for their opposing numbers
on several occasions, which led to their scoring.
The points slowly mounted and it looked as 1f
the Police were going to be beaten without making
any score. They had been unfortunate to muss
two penalties from a good distance out near the
touch line, but just before the close of play, as a
result of a good low kick by Leppan, Paddy
Geraghty managed to touch down. This try was
unconverted. The final score of this exciting game
was 17-3 in Salisbury’s favour.

Team: Reynolds, O’Shaughnessy, Jacques,
Leppan, Lovegrove, Smithyman, Dixon, Buitendag,
Humphereys, Armstrong, Geraghty, Egleton, Moon,
Hulley, Naested.

The Police Rugby team record is as follows
(League games only):—

Played 9; Won 6; Drawn 2; Lost 1; Points
for 107; Points Against 31.
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SOCCER

Police v. Raylton (June 23rd)

In a fast, exciting match at the Police ground,
the long awaited match between Police and Rayl-
ton ended in a goalless draw, after both sides had
struggled tirelessly to take the lead.

Hider was kept very busy in goal and made
some superb saves. Police with long passing move-
ments and snap shooting provided sharp contrast
{o the close, weaving movements of Raylton.

Team: Hider, Taylor, Marnoch, Gillson, Reid,
Coop, McCrory, Clapham, Wright, Buchanan,
Bester.

Police (1) v. Callies (0) (June 24th)

This match opened at a very fast pace with
both sides pressing hard. After five minutes’ play
McCrory put across a centre to Buchanan who
flicked the ball to Wright who in turn slammed
it into the goalkeeper’s hands. The linesman,
however, was in a very good position and adjudged
that the ball was carried over the goal line, and
a goal was awarded. Police continued to be on
top until a short time before the interval, when
Callies did some dangerous pressing near the
Police goal, and Hider was kept busy.

After the interval play was mediocre. To-
wards the end, however, the Callies goal came

under heavy pressure from the Police and Buch-
anan just failed to score with a powerful drive
which rattled the crossbar with the goalkeeper
out of position. Reid was the outstanding player
of the match.

Team : Hider, Taylor, Marnoch, Gillson, Reid,
Coop, McCrory, Clapham, Wright, Buchanan,
Bester.

Police (1) v. Alex (1)
Semi-final Challenge Cup.

Despite the fact that Alex, who opened in
a very determined manner, had a lead of three
goals in the first 20 minutes, some brilliant play
by the Police had the large crowd on its feet on
numerous occasions. Coop, who played a grand
game, scored the first goal and soon afterwards
Buchanan getting the ball from a grand shot by
Jannaway headed the ball into the net to score
the second goal.

Police maintained pressure until the end and
only brilliant work by Alex players, Linde and
Wood, prevented Police scoring the equaliser.
When the final whistle blew Alex finished as
worthy winners with the score, Alex 3, Police 2.

Team : Hider, Taylor, Marnoch, Wright, Reid,
Coop, Jannaway, Clapham, Gillson, Buchanan,
Bester.

Official Mashonaland and Manicaland distributors

TELEPHONE 21937
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BOX 857

RALEILH

THE ALL-STEEL BICYCLE

Will take you

ANYWHERE

mn

RHODESIA
O

Call and see them at

Ry Py

First Street
SALISBURY
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