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^ 1 M-i 

The Mazoe Distr ict comprises the entire basins, from their 
^ _ source, of a series of more or less parallel r ivers flowing in a 

\^ ^ n^rth-easterly direction, and ultimately joining together in 2)'^^ -
' *-'» t l i f Mazoe, which passes out of Rhodesia near the north 

eastern confines of the territory into Portuguese Eas t A f r i c a , 
where it finally joins the Zambesi. A n irregularly shaped 
a r e a of roughly 3,000 s(iuare miles in extent, it is bordered on 
the west by the Umvnkwe H i l l s and Lomagundi , on the north 

, by the Darwin District, and on the south and east by the 
river boundaries between it and Goromonzi district. On the 

77 ^'"^^ south it shares with the latter district the possession of that 
' fertile tract of level plateau—the G w i b i F l a t s ; mea l i c land 

I OOO f i C V C O f,,!,- cxcrllciicc, from which arise within a few miles of each 
' other, rivers flowing in very different directions and through 
1 f Q very varied country—the Mazoe and its tributaries, such as 

^ ' M,en ' ' the Tatagura, Umrodzi, Poorti and Umwids i ; the G w i b i 
( c V I b flowing westwards; and on the sonth the Makabusi and 

' ' other feeders o f the Hunyani River . 

<J 1 I 'riMH this central tableland numerous val leys wind between 
steep rugged and wooded hil ls , gradually widening and 
joining together, forming small plains or basins. These 
valleys very clearly cut the district up into distinct areas, and 
vary very materially in fertility, some, such as the Tatagura , 
Mazoe proper, and Moore's Concessions, have been in 

- y occupation for several years and comprise some of the most 

a i5>7Z 5̂ '̂ "'" :><'^;I"^;L'(1 and settled iiortions of Rhodesia, ranking in this 
'̂ respect along with the neighbourhood of Sal isbury and other 

lar^e centres. To the east side and the north the country is 
agriculturally poorer, but being well watered and favourably 
situated, it is being rapidly taken |up for pastoral purposes. 
As t h e L'eneral level of the country sinks towards the north, 
so the height of the hills from their bases rises, and Mazoe 
p o s s e s s e s in the Umvukwc, N'deri, Shashi , and the Iron 
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M a s k , a h e r i t a g e of i i i o u n t a i i i o u s s c e n e r y w h i c h a d d s m u c h 

to i t s a t t r a c t i v e n e s s a n d to the p l e a s u r e ot r e s i d e n t s a n d 

v i s i t o r s . 

T h e s o i l s are d e r i v e d f r o m d o l e r i t e , s c h i s t s a n d g r a n i t e , 
a n d are f e r t i l e i n d e s c e n d i n g o r d e r a c c o r d i n g l y : -

G r e a t d i f f e r e n c e s a r e f o u n d i n the c h a r a c t e r of the s o i l a n d 
i n c o n s e q u e n c e M a z o e offers a w i d e f ie ld f o r i n v e s t i g a t i o n , 
a n d r e q u i r e s m u c h s t u d y before the m o s t c a n be m a d e of the 
v a r i e d p o s s i b i l i t i e s of the d i s t r i c t . M u c h a t t e n t i o n h a s b e e n 
a n d s t i l l is d e v o t e d to m i n i n g d e v e l o p m e n t , but t h i s i s b e y o n d 
the s c o p e of t h i s a r t i c l e s a v e i n so f a r as it a f fects the f a n n i n g 
c o n d i t i o n s . Suff ice it to s a y t h a t w h i l e the p r o s p e c t o r a n d 
p e g g e r of s p e c u l a t i v e c l a i m s , m a k e s h i s p r e s e n c e fe l t i n a 
m a n n e r not f a v o u r a b l e to the f a r m e r , he i s r e g a r d e d a s a 
n e c e s s a r y f o r e r u n n e r of g e n u i n e m i n i n g e n t e r p r i s e , w h i c h 
w i l l i n t i m e g i v e a r e l i a b l e a n d p e r m a n e n t l o c a l m a r k e t . 
T h a t t h e e s t a b l i s h e d m i n e s h a v e not a l w a y s y i e l d e d t h e 
m a r k e t a n t i c i p a t e d is p e r h a p s r e g r e t t a b l e , but n e v e r t h e l e s s , 
m i n e s m e a n m o u t h s to be f e d , both E u r o p e a n a n d N a t i v e , 
a n d someone m u s t p r o v i d e the food a n d s o m e o n e else m u s t 
p a y for i t . 

L i m e o c c u r s i n d e i i o s i t s at m a n y d i f f e r e n t p l a c e s i n t h e 
d i s t r i c t , o c c a s i o n a l l y as c o m p a c t but not v e r y h a r d r o c k , a s , 
for i n s t a n c e , on the f a m o u s I n s i g e s i a n d P i m e n t o P a r k , w h e r e 
it is v e r y r i c h i n r e m a r k a b l y b e a u t i f u l f o s s i l r e m a i n s ; but 
m o r e of ten it i s fount l a f e w feet b e l o w the s u r f a c e i n v l e i 
s o i l s , or as a n o u t c r o p a r o u n d a s p r i n g , a n d here it i s u s u a l l y 
o f a s p o n g y texture , l i g h t a n d loose, a n d o f t e n s o m e w h a t 
r e s e m b l i n g p u m i c e stone. A n u m b e r of s a m p l e s h a v e b e e n 
s u b m i t t e d for c h e n i i c a l a n a l y s i s , a n d it is h o p e d t h a t the 
r e s u l t s of t h i s e x a m i n a t i o n m a y soon be m a d e k n o w n , a n d 
t h r o w some l i g h t on the v a l u e of these beds for manvn ' i j i l 
p u r p o s e s as w e l l p e r h a p s as for the c y a n i d e p r o c e s s o n t h e 
m i n e s , for w h i c h t h e y are a l r e a r l y to s o m e e x t e n t e m p l o y e d , 

T h e v e l d of Mazoe is a s v a r i e d a s i t s s o i l s , G r a s s ig 
e v e r y w h e r e a b u n d a n t , v a r y i n g i n c h a r a c t e r ; o n the G w i h i 
F l a t s , o n the h i l l s , a n d b e c o m i n g m o r e a n d m o r e r a n k as one 
goes i n t o the v a l l e y s . I n s o m e of these v l e i s r e e d s w a m p s 
o c c u r , w h i c h w h e n . d r a i n e d a n d c l e a r e d f u r n i s h s o m e of the 
r i c h e s t of s o i l . ,Mr. B a c k h o u s e auf l Mr. S c o t t on s u c h s o i l 
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have rcaperl c io i ) s of 28 a n d 3 0 1 K I R S o f m a i z e per a c r e a n d 
this seems the croi) best s u i t e d to t ame s u c h l a n d i n wrhich 
for years the reeds c o n t i n u e to a p p e a r a n d g r o w a m o n g s t the 
maize, w h i c h i tse l f is quite a b n o r m a l l y t a l l a n d c o a r s e . 

T h e granite v e l d presents no p e c u l i a r i t i e s d i f ferent f r o m the 
same c lass of so i l e l s e w h e r e , there is a b u n d a n c e of m o i s t u r e , 
and its c h i e f v a l u e l i e s in the e a r l y g r a z i n g it p r o v i d e s . 

O n the red soi l the v e l d is r i c h , a n d i n the p r e s e n t i n c o m ­
pletely s tocked state of the c o u n t r y , m u c h m o r e t h a n a m p l e 
( lur ing the g r o w i n g season for c u r r e n t r e q u i r e m e n t s ; but 
from A u g u s t u n t i l the r a i n s come there is apt to be s h o r t a g e 
of food supply a n d , a l t h o u g h the e x t e n s i v s m e a l i e l a n d s at 
present meet this need i n a great m e a s u r e , the f a c t r e m a i n s 
that the t ime is not far off w h e n f a r m e r s must g r o w c r o p s for 
their stock and not as n o w for i m m e d i a t e s a l e o n l y ; e s p e c i ­
a l l y is this necessary w h e r e the c o w s are m i l k e d , or the 
catt le are improved above the l e v e l of the n a t i v e . T h e 
d r a w b a c k of the red so i l i s no doubt the fact tha t the v e l d 
(Iocs not sprout e a r l y upon it as on the g r a n i t e , but i n Mazoe 
where poss ib i l i t ies for i r r i g a t i o n on at least a s m a l l s c a l e , 
and often on a c o m p a r a t i v e l y l a rge one are so n u m e r o u s , 
there should be no difificulty i n h a v i n g at least some s u c c u l e n t 
food d u r i n g the dry t i m e of the y e a r , a n d no e x c u s e e x i s t s for 
not h a v i n g a b u n d a n t stores of h a y i n s u c h a w o n d e r f u l g r a s s 
country. 

F e w d is t r ic ts are so f a v o u r e d w i t h n u m e r o u s s m a l l p e r e n ­
n i a l s treams as is Mazoc . L e s s a b u n d a n t p e r h a p s t h a n i n 
Melsetler and I n y a n g a , there is yet m o r e l a n d on to w h i c h 
the water can be brought w i t h ease , a n d w h i c h possesses 
suflicient depth a n d favourab le i n c l i n a t i o n for i r r i g a t i o n . 
•As yet but l i t t le has been done h o w e v e r . A s c h e m e p l a n n e d 
and p a r t l y _ e x p U ) i t e d on the U m r o d z i a n d G a r a m a p u d z i 
r ivers has not yet been c a r r i e d to a s u c c e s s f u l i s sue , a n d 
a long the lower parts of the Mazoe R i v e r n o t h i n g h a s y e t 
l)cen done to ra i se the r i v e r out of the s o m e w h a t deep 
«hanncl in w h i c h it flows. S o far i n d e e d , w h a t i r r i g a t i o n 
has l)ecn at temped, a n d the w h o l e a m o u n t s o n l y to p e r h a p s 
one hundred acres , has been done at the h e a d w a t e r s of the 
r ivers . 
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T h u s M r . C l a y t o n o n h i s f a r m H e r e f o r d h a s u t i l i s e d a v l e i 
a n d d r a i n e d f r o m it w a t e r for some 30 a c r e s o f l a n d , a n d i s 
n o w about to i n c r e a s e t h i s a r e a to 70 a c r e s , o n w h i c h he c a n 
g r o w an a b u n d a n c e of w i n t e r f o r a g e a n d p r o b a b l y l u c e r n e . 
H i s n e i g h b o u r , M r . M a t h e w s , of W e l s t o n , h a s m a d e a d a m 
f u r t h e r d o w n i n the s a m e v a l l e y , w h i c h c o m m a n d s s e v e r a l 
a c r e s a n d s i m i l a r l y , M r . G . L a n d ) , o n E a s t b a n k , h a s u s e d the 
s p r i n g s i n h i s k l o o f s to i r r i g a t e a f e w a c r e s o f l a n d v a l u a b l e 
for m a r k e t g a r d e n c r o p s a n d f r u i t t rees , w h i c h he i s g r o w i n g 
most s u c c e s s f u l l y . I n the s a m e v i c i n i t y M r . B a c k h o u s e h a s 
to t u r n h i s e n e r g i e s to the problen^ of d r a i n i n g w a t e r f ront 
w h a t w a s o r i g i n a l l y a s w a m p , a n d h a s n o w one of the most 
p r o d u c t i v e f a r m s i n R h o d e s i a . A l i t t l e f u r t h e r d o w n the 
M a z o e R i v e r , w e f i n d the f irst w e i r a n d f u r r o w , c o n s t r u c t e d a 
n u m b e r of y e a r s ago be D r . S k e t c h l e y o n the f a r m L o w d a l e , 
a n d c o m m a n d i n g a good a c r e a g e of f e r t i l e g r o u n d . T h e 
t h r e e a c r e s of i r r i g a t e d o n i o n beds o n the a d j o i n i n g f a r m 
I n g l e b o r o u g h h a v e a c q u i r e d a l o c a l f a m e f r o m the prof i ts 
d e r i v e d f r o m t h e m b y M e s s r s . R e e d a n d T a i t . T h e s e p i o n e e r 
efforts, c r e d i t a b l e a s t h e y are , f o r m , h o w e v e r , but a f o r e t a s t e 
of w h a t m a y be done. A t the p r e s e n t t i m e Mr. W a t t , the 
I r r i g a t i o n E n g i n e e r a t t a c h e d to the D e p a r t m e n t of A g r i c u l -
c u l t u r e is e n g a g e d i n a r e c o n n a i s s a n c e of t l ie Mazoe a n d i ts 
t r i b u t a r i e s , w i t h a v i e w to a s c e r t a i n i n g the m o s t f e a s i b l e 
p r o j e c t s . A p r e l i m i n a r y e x a m i n a t i o n g a v e suf f ic ient j u s t i f i c a ­
t i o n for the o p i n i o n that i t w o u l d be p o s s i b l e at r e a s o n a b l e 
cost i n s e v e r a l p l a c e s to c o n s t r u c t i r r i g a t i o n w o r k s , w h i c h 
w o u l d b r i n g c o n s i d e r a b l e a r e a s i m d e r the f u r r o w a n d w o u l d 
p e r m i t of the c u l t i v a t i o n to a d v a n t a g e of suchcro|->s as w h e a t , 
b a r l e y , a n d oats in the w i n t e r , a n d m a t e r i a l l y f a c i l i t a t e the 
g r o w t h of c i t r u s f r u i t s . B y e n a b l i n g the e a r l y p l a n t i n g of 
t o b a c c o , a n d b y m i n i m i s i n g the a m o u n t of r e p l a n t i n g 
n e c e s s a r y , the a c r e a g e u n d e r t h a t c r o j ) m a y be v e r y m u c h 
i n c r e a s e d at the cost of a m i n i m u m of w a t e r . I n d e e d , a f e w 
a c r e s e v e n , of i r r i g a b l e l a n d to a f a r m e r w h o i s to-day 
r e s t r i c t e d to s u m m e r c r o p s , w o u l d be of e n o r m o u s advantage^ 
e n a b l i n g h i m p r o f i t a b l y to e m p l o y h i s l a b o u r t h r o u g h o u t t h e 
s e a s o n , t u r n o v e r h i s c a p i t a l more r a p i d l y , a n d e n t i r e l y a l t e r 
h i s m e t h o d s so as to p r o d u c e m o r e a n d s p r e a d h i s c a p i t a l a n d 
l a b o u r o v e r a more v a r i e d f ie ld , t h e r e b y r e d u c i n g h i s r i s k s 
a n d i n c r e a s i n g h i s s o u r c e s of profit . F o r s u c h p u r p o s e s the 
s t r e a m s of the Mazoe d i s t r i c t h o l d out g o o d p r o m i s e . 
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M.i/oe district lias played its part in the history of 
Rhiidi'sia. Moore's Concession was v irtual ly impcrium in 
i,nr<ii<i at one time, and the farnieis now occupying it c la im 
tho treest and best title of any of the numerous forms of 
land tenure extant. During the Rebell ion much fighting 
ocdurefl within its borders, while the heroic episotle of the 
Ma/i)c Patrol is one which generations to come w i l l remember 
will) iiride. Although parts were early occupied, it is only 
of late that many of the farms in the outer portions of the 
district have been taken up, and though now occupied, 
allowance must be made for the very young state of many of 
the holdings. T h e next few^ years w i l l therefore show great 
changes, and very considerable development is assured 
beyond what the present statistics indicate. A factor in the 
general wellbeing is tlie active existence of two F a r m e r s ' 
.Associations, the one meeting at iMazoe and the other at 
Kimberley Reefs, while several farmers on the south side 
belong to the Salisbury body. 

The Co-operative movement was early taken up by the 
Ma;̂ oe farmers and has made great headway, comparatively 
tew crops of maize not having been placed in the hands of 
I he Society. The mines right out to Mt. D a r w i n are being 
supplied, and everything done to economise haulage. H a d 
every farmer been seeking his own market, no doubt there 
would have been much unnecessary r iding of mealies to and 
fro, which is obviated where the stocks are pooled. T h e 
crop being a heavy one, there is unavoidable difficulty in 
handling it, esiiecially as farmers are anxious not to ride 
transport but to use their cattle in ploughing up more land, 
all in hope that by next harvest they may be able to send 
the crop away by ra i l . Co-operation has undoubtedly proved 
a boon to many, and its extension to other staple crops is to 
l)e expected as these become of suificient importance to 
jiistity this method of disposal. 

In a district where relatively so nuich attention is paid to 
ai.ible tanning and crojis requiring thorough cult ivation, such 
as t i i b a c c M , onions, potatoes and maize, mOre labour is 
'finiired on each farm than in other less intensely farmed 
parts, or where stock-raising is the main industry. T h e out-
' " " k 111 this respect is causing grave anxiety , especially 
amongst the newer settlers, of whom again there is such a 
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large p r o p o r t i o n i n t h i s d i s t r i c t . O l d h a n d s as a r u l e get 
l o c a l l abour , s u c h as it i s , for the b o y s k n o w t h e m a n d c o m e 
l o n g d i s t a n c e s to w o r k for t h e m ; but the n e w c o m e r s are 
dependent on b u r e a u b o y s or a l i e n " v o l u n t e e r s , " a n d these 
are scarce . T h e m a t t e r i s one r e q u i r i n g e a r n e s t a n d i m m e ­
d i a t e c o n s i d e r a t i o n , for so m u c h o f the p i o n e e r w o r k o f the 
first f e w y e a r s on a f a r m is n e c e s s a r i l y h a n d a n d u n s k i l l e d 
l a b o u r w h i c h no m a c h i n e r y or w h i t e l a b o u r c a n r e p l a c e , a n d 
w h i c h is n e c e s s a r y i n order to p r e p a r e t h e w a y for the u p - t o -
date a n d m e c l i a n i c a l processes of h i g h f a r m i n g . 

T r a n s p o r t is a n i m p o r t a n t f ac tor i n the d i s t r i c t . T r a f f i c 
b e t w e e n the r a i l w a y , S a l i s l ) u r y a n d the l a rge m i n i n g c e n t r e s 
at the J u m b o , l-Cimherley R e e l s , S h a m v a a n d M o u n t D a r w i n , 
e m p l o y s an e n o r m o u s n u m b e r of m u l e s a n d d o n k e y s a n d , 
w i t h i i i p r e s c r i b e d l i m i t s , of o x e n . T r a i n s of w a g o n s are 
c o n s t a n t l y to be met w i t h on t h e t h r o u g h r o a d s , w h i l e w o o d 
r i d i n g a n d the c o n v e y a n c e of g r a i n f r o m the f a r m s t o w a r d s 
cent res of c o n s u m p t i o n g i v e s e v e n b y e r o a d s a busy a i r . A 
r a i l w a y w o u l d re lease a g r e a t d e a l o f ox p o w e r for f a r m 
w o r k , w l i i l e the i n c r e a s e d a c t i v i t y w h i c h f o l l o w s i n its t r a i n , 
w o u l d p r o b a b l y g ive a m p l e o c c u p a t i o n t o t h e e<iuine h a u l i n g 
l i o w e r n o w d o i n g w o r k more fitted to a l o c o m o t i v e . A n d as 
w i t h f a r m i n g a n d m i n i n g o p e r a t i o n s so w i t h the use of the 
r o a d s there seems to be a r a p i d i n c r e a s e a n d c o n s t a n t j i r o -
gress . T h e motor c a r h a s l o n g s i n c e e s t a b l i s h e d i t se l t for 
fast w o r k , a n d Mr. G a r v i n k e e p s O i i e on h i s f a r m for h i s 
p e r s o n a l use, 

• M a l a r i a has u n d o u b t e d l y been i i i e v a l e n t , a n d is to be 
r e g a r d e d as e n d e m i c . T h i s i m p l i e s t h a t it i s a i i r i m c e s s e n t i a l 
t h a t the s i m p l e r e c o g n i s e d p r e c a u t i o n s s h o u l d be r i g o r o u s l y 
f o l l o w e d , a n d i f th i s h a d been the case heretofore , t h e r e i s 
l i t t l e doubt t h a t less s i c k n e s s a n d f e w e r d e a t h s f r o m B l a c k -
w a t e r w o u l d h a v e been r e c o r d e d a g a i n s t the d i s t r i c t . M a z o e 
h a r d l y c o m p a r e s w e l l w i t h c e r t a i n o ther d i s t r i c t s as r e g a r d s 
the c h a r a c t e r o f the d w e l l i n g s e rec ted , on the C o n c e s s i o n s i d e 
at l eas t . T h i s i s l a r g e l y a m a t t e r of i m i t a t i o n or f a s h i o n , a n d 

' n o w a n a w a k e n i n g is m a n i f e s t , a n d b r i c k f i e l d s a n d k i l n s a re 
the order of the d a y , w h i l e s c a t t e r e d about there are a l r e a d y 
e x c e l l e n t d w e l l i n g houses , s u c h as those o f M r . S . B i g g s , 
B e l l e v u e ; Mr. M a r r i o t t ( i n course of c o n s t r u c t i o n ) ; Mr . E . 
S c o t t , W o r m w o o d ; Mr. N e w i t t , A v o n d u u r ; Mr . G a r v i n , 
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S k ' a i u i s l i ; M r . C r o f t o n T o w n s c i i d , L o w d a l e ; M r . H a c k h o u s e , 

C a l v a r y ; M r . ( " i i l ) s o n , V V e l t e r v r i e d e n ; M r . B l a c k , S e l l j y , a n d 

o t h e r s . B u t h u t s a n d r a m s h a c k l e n i a k e s h i r t s a r e t o o p r e v a -

h ' u t , a n d t h e n i o s c i u i t o i s o f t e n g i v e n f r e e p l a y . B r e a k i n g u p 

o f n e w l a n d s e e m s t o f a v o u r t h e t r o u b l e , a n d a s m o s t n e w 

s e t t l e r s l i v e s o m e w h a t s p a r t a n l y , it i s h a r d l y t o b e w o n d e r e d 

at t h a t h a f i c a s e s o f f e v e r d o o c c u r . T h e s e d i f i f i c i d t i e s a r e a s 

a n d e r e a l i s e d , a n d it i s l i k e l y t h a t l e s s a n d l e s s w i l l b e 

h e a r d o f t h e m a l a d y , a s i s t h e c a s e e l s e w h e r e , w h e n t h e 

c o u n t r y t a k e s - o n a m o r e s e t t l e d a n d e s t a b l i s h e d f o r m a n d 

w h e n p e o p l e a r e a b l e t o t a k e K ' r e a t e r c a r e o f t h e m s e l v e s . 

A s r e g a r d s d i s e a s e s o f s t o c k , t h e d i s t r i c t h a s a f a i r l y g o o d 

r e c o r d , a n d c a t t l e p a r t i c u l a r l y a r e t h r i \ i n f ; - v e r y w e l l i n d e e d . 

H o r s e s i c k n e s s i s a s p r e v a l e n t a s e l s e w h e r e , a n d i n t i i e l o w e r 

p a r l s m a y o c c u r a l l t h e y e a r r o u n d . S t r a n g l e s h a s o f l a t e 

b e e n c o m m o n o w i n g p r o b a b l y t o t h e c o n s i d e r a l ) l e i m p o r t a ­

t i o n o f d o i d v c y s foi- t r a n s i ) o r t p u r p o s e s , b u t oi\e w h o l e t h e 

r e p u t a t i o n o f t h e d i s t r i c t a s a h e a l t h y o n e f o r s t o c k i s o f t h e 

b e s t . '• • ^ 

C o n s i d e r i n g t h e l a r g e n u m b e r o f f a r m e r s i n t h e d i s t r i c t t h e 

t o t a l n u m b e r o f c a t t l e ( a p p r o x i m a t e l y 6,6oo h e a d ) i s s o m e ­

w h a t d i s a p p o i n t i n g - , t h o u g h f o r t h i s t h e r e a r e s e v e r a l g o o d 

r e a s o n s . A b o u t 2 , 9 0 0 d r a n g h t o x e n a r e i n t h e h a n d s o f t h e 

f a r m e r s , b u t a g r e a t d e a l o f t r a n s p o r t i s d o n e b y p r o f e s s i o n a l 

t r a n s p o r t r i d e r s , w h o a l s o u s e m u l e s a n d d o n k e y s . T h e s e 

a r e n o t c o u n t e d i n t h i s e n u m e r a t i o n , u n l e s s a l s t ) u s e d f o r 

l a r m w o r k . M a n y o f t h e n e w l y s e t t l e d f a r m e r s w e r e a b o u t 

to p r o c u r e s t o c k w h e n p r o h i b i t i o n o f m o v e m e n t h a d t o b e 

put i n f o r c e i n t h e S a l i s b u r y d i s t r i c t , a n d t h e y w e r e c u t o f f 

f r o m t h e i r s o u r c e s o f s u | ) p l y . T h i s a l s o p r o b a b l y a c c o u n t s 

l o r t h e p a u c i t y o f b r e e d i n g c a t t l e . M a n y f a r m e r s h a v e f r o m 

2 0 to 6;) h e a d , w h i l e a v e r y f e w a r e d e v o i d o f a n y , a n d r e l y 

o n g o a t s o r t h e " c o n d e n s e d t i n " f o r t h e i r m i l k s u | ) p l y . T h i s 

s t a t e o f a f l a i r s i s t h e m o r e r e g r e t t a b l e , f o r t h e o w n e r o f a f e w 

liea<l c a n n o t a f f o r d t o k e e p a n e x p e n s i v e b u l l , a n d h a s 

i i s i i a l l y to be s a t i s f i e d w i t h s o m e t h i n g m o r e o r l e s s m o n g r e l , 

: i n ( l h e n c e , h o w e v e r m u c h b i g g e r t h a n t h e n a t i v e c o w , y e t 

o l t e n u n r e l i a b l e a n d f a u l t y . I n c r e a s e i s r a i i i d a n d n o d o u b t 

a f e w y e a r s w i l l s e e a g r e a t i m p r o v e m e n t i n t h i s r e s | i e c t , b u t 

m e a n t i m e t h e p o s i t i o n i s n o t s a t i s f a c t o r y . H e a l t h a n d 

' . o n d i t i o n a n d r a t e o f i n c r e a s e a r e g o o d , b u t s u c h v e k l s h q u k l 
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carry more stock, and with so much cultivated land art i f ic ial 
food should be abundant even where early veld is scarce. 
No doubt tlie deficiency is but transient and is realised by 
those most concerned, for cattle are readily bought up when 
opportunity offers and bulls wi th some superiority about 
them are sought after. Should da i ry ing progress as 
seems not unl ike ly where the farms are of l imited extent, 
there wi l l no doubt be a demand for m i l k i n g strains, while 
the newer settlers in the north and north-east of the district 
are l ikely to seek beef and a ranching type of beast. 

A n earnest effort to breed good slock and one promising 
well of itself and for the country is to be found on Mr. 
Clayton's farm, Hereford, where two smal l herds are kept, 
one of A f r ikander Shorthorns, ami the other of graded 
Fries lands. T h e young stock were imported from Cape 
Colony as two-tooth heifers and have now for the most part 
grown into large roomy animals. About a year ago Mr. 
Clayton purchased one ot the young Sussex bul l s—Ethelbert 
Sampson—imported by Mr. L . E . W . Bevan, and the Short­
horn Afr ikander heifers are now ca lv ing down to this bull . 
T h e calves, though sti l l young, a re exceptionally fine specimens, 
growthy, well ribbed up, and possessing plenty of bone. In 
order to st i l l improve the standard Mr. C layton , who has 
recently left on a visit to the O l d Country, intends to bring 
with him on his return several pure bied Sussex heifers and 
probably one or two youtig L i n c o l n R e d bulls. 

D a i r y i n g is not extensively pr ic t i sed in the district as yet, 
though on the farms Summerdale, Somerly, Rockwood and 
M'sasa, and on the Great B, it forms a regular part of the 
routine both as a fresh milk and a butter trade. W i t h such 
ample opportunity for growing succulent crops in winter and 
such excellent summer pasturage the outlook would be 
bright but for the present difficulty of obtaining reliable 
milkers. 

In a district where horse sickness is so prevalent etiuines 
are necessarily scarce, and in the hands of farmers there are 
only about 30 horses a l l told, tiuee times as many mules, and 
upwards of 200 donkeys ; the latter kept in some measure for 
breeding as well as work . F locks of small st.)ck of one or 
two hundred do wel l , though large numbers scarcely find 
at^ecjuate pasturage if kept in one f^ock. There may be t^bout 
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2,000 s l iccp in tlie d i s t r i c t a n d 550 goats , the la t ter in some 
cases i)eing ke\}t for t h e i r m i l k . S u p e r i o r goats g i v e u p t o 
foiu- bottles a d a y , a n d are there fore a v a l u a b l e asset for 
domestic purposes w h e r e o ther m i l k i s o f ten s c a r c e . 

Not a few men go i n for p i g s , w h i c h are f o u n d to do v e r y 
we l l and are v a l u a b l e g l e a n e r s a f ter the m a i z e c r o p i s 
harvested. T h e r e must be c lose on 1,000 p i g s k e p t i n Mazoe , 
but this is a figure w h i c h n a t u r a l l y i s c o n s t a n t l y a n d r a p i d l y 
c h a n g i n g . Messrs . J a r v i s a n d S h o r t , at S u m m e r d a l e , m a k e a 
; , ractice of c u r i n g b a c o n , k i l l i n g as m a n y as ten p i g s at a t i m e , 
and turning out a v e r y c r e d i t a b l e a n d s o u n d a r t i c l e . M r . S . 
B iggs , Be l lcvue , a n d Mr . A p p l e b y at R o c k w o o d , h a v e a l s o 
made a feature of p i g r e a r i n g , w h i l e M r . B a c k h o u s e on 
C a l g a r y , farms s y s t e m a t i c a l l y w i t h t h e m , r u n n i n g a h e r d o f 
from 150 to 203, f e e d i n g t h e m off i n b a t c h e s a n d s e l l i n g t h e m 
at from 120 to 200 lbs . l i v e w e i g h t w h i l e s t i l l quite y o u n g . 
H e has la te ly i m p o r t e d f r o m the south a pen of w e l l b r e d 
Berksh i res . Some e x c e l l e n t s p e c i m e n s of the b r e e d w i l l a l so 
be found on Mr. C l a y t o n ' s f a r m . P r o p e r l y c a r e d for, k e p t 
c lean and wel l l ooked after , there i s m o n e y i n p i g s , e s p e c i ­
a l l y where, as i n Mazoe w i t h so m u c h n a t u r a l [ food for t h e m 
and so much meal ie l a n d s there i s u n a v o i d a b l e loss o f g r a i n , 
w h i c h is best g l e a n e d b y the p igs . S o m e y e a r s ago a b a c o n 
factory w a s mooted, but the s c h e m e f e l l t h r o u g h . I t s h o u l d 
not be difficult w i t h p igs b e c o m i n g so p l e n t i f u l i n the 
country to c a r r y on an u n p r e t e n t i o u s b u s i n e s s i n the m a k i n g 
of bacon, l a rd a n d sausages , a n d at the p r e s e n t r e l a t i v e l y 
low price of niaize a n d the h i g h p r i c e of b a c o n the t r a n s f o r ­
mation of the one in to the other h a s an a t t r a c t i v e a p p e a r -

; ance. 

It is not too m u c h to s a y tha t the Mazoe d i s t r i c t g i v e s e v e r y 
indicat ion of be ing , a l o n g w i t h p o r t i o n s o f the G o r o m o n z i 
district ad jacent to the G w i b i a n d a r o u n d S a l i s b u r y , the 
granary of R h o d e s i a , the a r e a , that is , i n w h i c h the l a r g e s t 
percentage of l a n d w i l l be, a n d e v e n is a l r e a d y u n d e r the 
plough. T h i s w i l l of course be o n l y a f r a c t i o n o f the t o t a l 
area, and stock w i l l ever f o r m a v e r y i m p o r t a n t p o r t i o n o f 
the Mazoe f a r m e r s ' w e a l t h ; but none the less the p r o p o r t i o n 
of the l a n d c u l t i v a t e d i s , a n d w i l l c o n t i n u e to be, h i g h . N o 
district offers as much scope for m a i z e g r o w i n g , w h i l e 
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n u m e r o u s o t h e r c r o j j s are c o m i n g to t l ie fore a n d b i d f a i r to 
r e n d e r f e a s i b l e the i d e a of c o n t i n u o u s w o r k i n g of t h e l a n d 
w i t h o u t l e a v i n g i t to " r e s t . " T h i s , t o g e t h e r w i t h the 
p o s s i b i l i t y of p u t t i n g a c o n s i d e r a b l e a r e a u n d e r i r r i g a t i o n 
a n d the s u c c e s s w h i c h i s a t t e n d i n g the c u l t i v a t i o n of c i t r u s 
f r u i t s , m e a n s t i i a t M a z o e m u s t be r e g a r d e d a s a d i s t r i c t i n 
w h i c h the a p p l i c a t i o n of h i g h f a r m i n g m e t h o d s a r e c a l l j d 
for , w h e r e the a r a b l e f a r m e r w i l l i M e d o m i n a t e , a n d the p r i c e 
of g r a i n be the p r i m e i n t e r e s t of the c o m m u n i t y . 

M a i z e g r o w s to p e r f e c t i o n a n d of fers , i f not t h e h i g h e s t , 
c e r t a i n l y the ( l u i c k e s t r e t u r n o n m o n e y i n v e s t e d i n it. I n 
m a n y c a s e s it i s the o n l y c r o p ; i n e v e r y c a s e it i s the 
p r i n c i p a l c r o p . T h a t it w i l l a l w a y s r e m a i n so is b y no 
m e a n s s u r e , but it is l i k e l y l o n g to c o n t i n u e the staj^le [ i roduct 
o f the d i s t r i c t . I t is the r e a d i e s t c r o p to g r o w , it is the best 
u n d e r s t o o d , the s a f e s t , a n d at the m o m e n t the e a s i e s t to s e l l , 
a l t h o u g h the p r i c e is not w h a t it o n c e w a s a n d l e a v e s l i t t l e 
e n o u g h o v e r a s a r e w a r d for the t i m e s p e n t on it a n d the 
c a p i t a l i n v e s t e d . T h e c r o p of the d i s t r i c t n o w r e a p e d is 
c a l c u l a t e d to be a s n e a r as m a y be 112,000 b a g s , e q u i v a l e n t 
to p e r h a p s 11,200 tons of g r a i n . O f t h i s , one or t w o h u n d r e d 
b a g s suffice for the n e e d s of e a c h of the 130 o c c u p i e d f a r m s 
w h i c h m a y be t a k e n a s b e i n g c o n c e r n e d . T h e b a l a n c e i s 
f i n d i n g i t s m a r k e t on the m i n e s r o u n d a b o u t a n d i n S a l i s b u r y , 
a n d a great p a r t of the c r o p i s b e i n g h a n d l e d by the F a r m e r s ' 
C o - o p e r a t i v e A s s o c i a t i o n . T h e y i e l d per a c r e v a r i e s f r o m 
t w o b a g s — w h i c h m a y be set d o w n as a f a i l u r e — t o ten a n d 
e v e n more, w h i l e n i n e b a g s is (|uite a c o m m o n f igure . T h e 
a v e r a g e for a l l is about 8.2 b a g s per a c r e , a v e r y h i g h a v e r a g e 
w h i c h s p e a k s v o l u m e s for the g e n e r a l f e r t i l i t y o f the d i s t r i c t . 

S a l i s b u r y W h i t e a n d B o o n e C o u n t y , m o r e or less pure, 
a p p e a r the f a v o u r i t e sor ts , the f o r m e r b e i n g i n the g r e a t e r 
f a v o u r , w h i l e 8-row H i c k o r y K i n g i s p r e f e r r e d on the l i g h t e r 
c r o p p i n g l a n d s . U n f o r t u n a f e l y t h e seed o b t a i n e d l a s t y e a r 
w a s g e n e r a l l y d i s a p p o i n t i n g , e l s e the f igures for the t o t a l 
c r o p m i g h t h a v e been m a r k e d l y h i g h e r . T h e r e i s a g r e a t 
n e e d of a t t e n t i o n to the k i n d a n d ( l u a l i t y of t h e seed to be 
u s e d , a f a c t f u l l y r e a l i s e d by t h o s e c o n c e r n e d but u n f o r t u n ­
a t e l y d i f f i cu l t to a c c o m p l i s h . F o r t h i s r e a s o n the r e p u t a t i o n 
of M a z o e m a i z e m u s t t e m p o r a r i l y suffer u n t i l good seed c a q 
c o n i c i n t o g e n e r a l use t h r o u g h o u t the d i s t r i c t . 
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T h e b n u u l acres of the G w i b i F i a t s p r o b a b l y offer the 
easiest a n d cheapest a r e a for m a i z e g r o w i n g , a n d h e n c e 
production per bag s h o u l d w o r k out f a v o u r a b l y there . Y e t 
the r i ch l a n d s of Moore 's C o n c e s s i o n g i v e h e a v i e r r e t u r n s 
per a c r e , and both the h e a v i e s t a v e r a g e y i e l d s a n d b i g g e s t 
i n d i v i d u a l crop s t a n d to the c r e d i t of M r . B a c k h o u s e o n 
C a l g a r y , w h o c a n s h o w m a n y a c r e s of l a n d g i v i n g 20 to 30 
hags per acre a n d w h o s e c r o p t h i s s e a s o n a m o u n t s to the 
very s a t i s f a c t o r y g r a n d t o t a l of o v e r 5,300 b a g s . 

Mr. C. S o u t h e y , on the C o n c e s s i o n , h a s g r o w n G o l d e n 
E a g l e , a y e l l o w m e a l i e , u n d o u b t e d l y a h e a v y c r o p p e r a n d 
producing a h e a v y g r a i n , but o n a c c o u n t of i t s c o l o u r a l o n e , 
rather out of f a s h i o n a n d d a m a g i n g to the c r o p s r o u n d 
about, for a few y e l l o w g i a i n s at once a l t e r the g r a d e a s 
regards export, f r o m " f l a t w h i t e f . a . q . " to " m i x e d . " W h e r e 
white maize is so d e f i n i t e l y i n v o g u e a n d w h e r e o u r best 
c l a s s of whi tes is at a c o n s i d e r a b l e p r e m i u m f o r j ' e x p o r t i t i s 
a j i i t y to introduce a n o t h e r t y p e , e v e n t h o u g h i n i t s e l f a good 
l i n e , T h e d r a w b a c k to m a i z e p r o d u c t i o n at p r e s e n t i s the 
h igh cost and s l o w n e s s of t r a n s p o r t to m a r k e t b y r o a d , a n d 
Mazoe farmers l i v e a n d c o n t i n u e to e x t e n d t h e i r m e a l i e l a n d s 
in the sure hope that the r a i l w a y is c o m i n g . T h e m e t h o d s 
pursued are as a rule w e l l up to date , a n d the t h r e e , f o u r a n d 
even live disc p l o u g h is b u s i l y a t w o r k . T h e l a n d s a r e as a 
rule c lean a n d w e l l p l a n t e d , b u t s o m e f a r m s are n o t o r i o u s 
for their B l a c k J a c k c r o p , a n d c e r t a i n l y s o m e s o i l s s e e m to 
favour the g r o w t h of w e e d s m o r e t h a n o t h e r s . H a r v e s t i n g 
by lu i i id and s h e l l i n g b y h a n d - p o w e r m a c h i n e s are the r u l e , 
and a tedious iMocess it i s , b u t c r o p s are n o w g r o w n on s u c h 
a large scale that it c a n n o t be l o n g before m o r e e c o n o m i c a l 
m e c h a n i c a l means are sought to do t h i s w o r k . 

Power shelters arc s t i l l f e w a n d f a r b e t w e e n i n R h o d e s i a . 
Mr. K i r k m a n at S t a m f o r d , near S a l i s b u r y , h a s h a d one i n use 
tor some years , a n d Mr. B l a n d , of I n s i z a , h a s s h e l l e d h i s 
mealies w i t h power , but the c r e d i t of i n t r o d u c i n g the first 
l;irge portable m a i z e h u s k e r a n d s h e l l e r i n t o M a s h o n a l a n d 
rests w i t h Messrs . P r e t o r i u s a n d S h o r t , w h o h a v e i m p o r t e d 
and used on the f a r m M ' g u t u a m a c h i n e b y M e s s r s . R a n s o m e , 
S i m s Jefferies, of I p s w i c h , E n g l a n d . T h i s outfit h a s s i n c e 
Ms a r r i v a l g i v e n c o m p l e t e s a t i s f a c t i o n , a n d p r o v e d i n e v e r y 
w a y an economy of t ime, m o n e y a n d n a t i v e l a b o m " : t h e l a s t 
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the g r e a t e s t c o n s i d e r a t i o n of a n y . It is of the s i ze i n d i c a t e d 
a s " 4 2 i n . d r u m , " a n d r e q u i r e s a four n o m i n a l h o r s e p o w e r 
e n g i n e to d r i v e i t . T h e m a c h i n e h a s a c a p a c i t y o f 60 to 80 
b a g s of m a i z e per h o u r . I n s t e a d of l a b o r i o u s l j ' - h u s k i n g 
c r o p s i n t h e field, a n d l o s i n g a f e w g r a i n s f r o m e a c h c o b , the 
c o m p l e t e e a r i n the h u s k i s c o n v e y e d to a c o n v e n i e n t c e n t r e 
a n d s t a c k e d p e n d i n g the a r r i v a l o f t h e m a c h i n e . I t i s w e l l 
to h a v e the m a i z e o n a r a i s e d p l a t f o r m or to m a k e s o m e 
o t h e r a r r a n g e m e n t for f e e d i n g r a p i d l y , f o r it c a n t a k e m o r e 
t h a n c a n be r e a d i l y f e d i n t o t h e h o p p e r f r o m the g r o u n d or 
out of r a c k s . T h e e a r s are c o n v e y e d m e c h a n i c a l l y to t h e top 
a n d a r e f e d i n t o a d r u m . T h e r e i s a s t e a d y h u m , a n d the 
h u i k s are t h r o w n out so l i t t l e d a m a g e d a s to c o n v e y the 
i m p r e s s i o n t h a t the e a r is w i t h i n , but t h i s i s n e v e r so. T h e 
c o b s shoot out e l s e w h e r e , a n d a r e r e a d i l y c o l l e c t e d . T h e r e 
i s n o n e e d to h a n d - p i c k t h e m a s i s so g e n e r a l l y the c a s e 
w i t h m a n u a l m a c h i n e s , f o r there are no g r a i n s left to p i c k 
off. Chafi f a n d d u s t a r e b l o w n out a n d b r o k e n g r a i n , w h i c h 
i s g e n e r a l l y m i x e d w i t h the w h o l e g r a i n i n the u s u a l p r o c e s s , 
a r e a l l s e p a r a t e d out at one s ide . T h o u g h the t o t a l o f t h i s i s 
t r i f l i n g it y e t s e c u r e s t h a t the b u l k s a m p l e i s p u r e a n d c l e a n . 
A t the e n d o p p o s i t e the f e e d e r the k e r n e l s g u s h out i n t o 
s a c k s r e a d y f o r s e w i n g up. A t one s i d e a m o r e gent le s t r e a m 
of m e a l i e s of e x t r a l a r g e s ize m a y be c o l l e c t e d , the c h o i c e s t 
of " c h o i c e w h i t e flat" g r a d e . T h e o w n e r s are v e r y w e l l 
s a t i s f i e d w i t h the r e s u l t s s e c u r e d . T h e r e is no i n j u r y a n d no 
w a s t e . N o g r a i n is d r o p p e d i n the field or m e a l i e h o c k , one 
w h i t e m a n a n d ten b o y s c a n h a n d l e a n d s e r v e t h e m a c h i n e , 
i n c l u d i n g s a c k i n g , s e w i n g up, a n d s t a c k i n g the b a g s , a n d do 
m a n y t i m e s as m u c h as t h r e e t i m e s the n u m b e r of b o y s 
c o u l d w i t h the h a n d m a c h i n e . T h e c r o p c a n be h a r v e s t e d 
m o r e r a p i d l y a n d w i t h f e w e r b o y s , a s n o h u s k i n g i s n e e d e d 
i n the field. 

T h e r e are m a n y s i m i l a r m a c h i n e s on the m a r k e t t h o u g h 
not i n R h o d e s i a , a n d i n our a d v e r t i s e m e n t p a g e s a n i l l u s t r a ­
t i o n w i l l be f o u n d of one b y M e s s r s . M a r s h a l l & S o n s , of 
G a i n s b o r o u g h , p r o c u r a b l e f r o m M e s s r s . D . E . H o c k l e y & Co . , 
of E a s t L o n d o n , as w e l l as one of the s a m e m a k e as t h a t 
seen at M ' g u t i i , a n d for w h i c h M e s s r s . T a r r y & Co. , B u l a w a y o , 
T h e B e c h u a n a l a n d T r a d i n g Co . , S a l i s b u r y , a n d M e s s r s . 
M e i k l e & Co . , S a l i s b u r y a n d G w e l o , are a g e n t s . 



A r r a n g e m e n t f o r S h e l l i n g M e a l i e s by h a n d 

As used by Mr. Newniarch, Thorn P^rk, 
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W i t h i i K i n y i i u l i v i d i i a l c r o p s of 2,000 bags , a n d not a f e w 
of 3,000 and 4,000 b a g s i n the c o u n t r y , w e c a n n o t a f ford to 
neglect such l a b o u r - s a v i n g c o n v e n i e n c e s , a n d not a n o t h e r 
s e ; i s o n should be a l l o w e d to p a s s w i t h o u t s e v e r a l b e i n g put 
to work in our m a i z e - g r o w i n g d i s t r i c t s . S u c h a m a c h i n e c a n 
with ease t r a v e l f r o m f a r m to f a r m a n d h a n d l e i n three or 
four days a whole c r o p , on w h i c h by present m e t h o d s the 
f; irnicr may be s p e n d i n g m a n y w e e k s o f h i s o w n a n d h i s 
Ixtys ' t ime, better d e v o t e d to c l e a r i n g l a n d , m a k i n g b r i c k s , 
or the hundred a n d one t h i n g s w h i c h w a n t d o i n g on e v e r y 
wel l -conducted f a r m . 

In perhai^s a less a n d j i t i o u s w a y t h a n the b i g p o w e r 
shcl ler at work on jM'gutu, but w i t h the s a m e e n d i n v i e w , 
Mr. Nevvniarch, on T h o r n P a r k , h a s d e v i s e d a l a b o u r - s a v i n g 
device whereby w i t h but t w e l v e b o y s he c a n do w h a t n o r m a l l y 
re(|uires th ir ty , a b i g e c o n o m y . H e h a s c o n s t r u c t e d out of 
p a c k i n g cases a n d r o u g h n a t i v e po les s e c u r e l y b o l t e d 
together a p l a t f o r m m o u n t e d on r u n n e r s w h i c h c a n r e a d i l y 
he yoked to a s j i a n a n d h a u l e d about the l a n d s , e s p e c i a l l y 
where these are l e v e l a n d s m o o t h as on the G w i b i F l a t s . A 
short ladder or s t a i r r u n s up to the p l a t f o r m b e t w e e n t h e 
runners from the front o f the s ledge . U p these the ears a re 
carr ied in s a c k s as s h o w n i n the i l l u s t r a t i o n k i n d l y f u r n i s h e d 
by Mr. N e w m a r c h , a n d t h r o w n i n t o t w o h o p p e r s , r i g h t a n d 
left, these i n t u r n c o m m a n d the feed b o a r d s r e s p e c t i v e l y o f 
two o r d i n a r y m a n u a l " L i g h t n i n g " s h e l l e r s w o r k e d by 
" niealie pap p o w e r , " a n d the c o b s f a l l d o w n b e l o w the 
l)lattorni w h i l e the s h e l l e d g r a i n passes in to a b o x w i t h t w o 
ouUets s i m i l a r to those on a p o w e r s h e l l e r w h e r e b y c o n ­
tinuous f i l l ing of the s a c k s i s p o s s i b l e . T h i s p l a n i s c e r t a i n l y 
mgenious, cheap a n d a p p l i c a b l e w i t h a d v a n t a g e on m a n y 
farms where the v i s i t of the p o w e r m e a l i e s h e l l e r i s not y e t 
possible. • •, . . 

W i t h a n a r r o w m a r g i n of profit , a n d s u c h l a r g e q u a n t i t i e s 
to handle as m a n y f a r m e r s n o w h a v e , e v e r y e c o n o m y h o w ­
ever tr i f l ing he lps , a n d e v e r y b a g of m a r k e t a b l e g r a i n m u s t 
I'c secured. A n o t h e r m e a n s of a u g m e n t i n g o u r pro f i t s 
without labour a n d at c o m p a r a t i v e l y l i t t l e cost i s by the 
use of good seed w h i c h on the s a m e s o i l a n d w i t h the s a m e 
Ircatnicnt w i l l g i ve s e v e r a l b a g s m o r e per ac re t h a n i n f e r i o r 
!>ced. T h i s is g e n e r a l l y r e a l i s e d i n t h e o r y , but i n p r a c t i c e 
the difficulty has been h i t h e r t o to get r e l i a b l e a n d good seed 
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a n d it m u s t be r e g r e t f u l l y a d m i t t e d t h a t w h i l e w e c a n , as 
t h e r e s u l t s of the J o h a n n e s b u r g M a i z e S h o w c o n v i n c i n g l y 
d e m o n s t r a t e , p r o d u c e the best , y e t m a n y of our c r o p s l e a v e 
m u c h r o o m for i m p r o v e m e n t a s r e g a r d s q u a l i t y . T h i s i s 
u n p l e a s a n t to c o n t e m p l a t e , but as the d e s i r e to i m p r o v e i n 
t h i s r e s p e c t is v e r y g e n e r a l i t c a n n o t be l o n g ere i m p r o v e ­
m e n t is s h o w n ; i n d e e d , e v e r y w h e r e f a r m e r s a r e m a k i n g a n 

; effort to get r e a l l y g o o d seed. 

A s f a r as t o b a c c o i s c o n c e r n e d , M a z o e p r o m i s e s to t a k e o n e 
of the f o r e m o s t p l a c e s . A f e w y e a r s b a c k a n u m b e r of 
f a r m e r s b u i l t flue c u r i n g b a r n s , but s e v e r a l o f t h e s e h a v e 
f a l l e n i n t o d i s u s e , a l t h o u g h , i n v i e w of recent d e v e l o p m e n t s 
some of t h e i r o w n e r s r a t h e r w i s h t h e y h a d p e r s i s t e d . A t 
S l e a m i s h , Mr. G a r v i n g r o w s o v e r 80 a c r e s a n n u a l l y a n d h a s 
a n i m p o s i n g l i n e of s i x b a r n s , together w i t h o t h e r n e c e s s a r y 
o u t b u i l d i n g s for d e a l i n g w i t h h i s c r o p . F a i l u r e o f t h e t r a n s ­
p l a n t s to e s t a b l i s h t h e m s e l v e s d u r i n g the t r y i n g w e a t h e r 
a c c o m p a n y i n g the b e g i n n i n g of the r a i n s i s one of t h e c h i e f 
a n x i e t i e s of the t o b a c c o g r o w e r , a n d to o b v i a t e t h i s a n d to 
a v o i d r e p l a n t i n g , a l s o to e x t e n d the p e r i o d of the p l a n t i n g 
s e a s o n a n d g i v e more t i m e for h a r v e s t i n g a n d c u r i n g the 

' leaf , M r . G a r v i n h a s ciuite r e c e n t l y e r e c t e d a g a s s u c t i o n p l a n t 
for the p u r p o s e of p u m p i n g w a t e r i n t o a r e s e r v o i r f r o m w h i c h 
it c a n be l e d on to the t o b a c c o l a n d s . B y t h i s m e a n s he 
s e c u r e s a m o n t h or more s t a r t a n d a v o i d s a n y doubt o f t h e 
t r a n s p l a n t s c o m i n g a w a y s t r o n g a n d r a p i d l y a n d w i t h o u t 
those c h e c k s w h i c h are so i n i n i i c a l to the q u a l i t y o f the l e a f . 
O t h e r g r o w e r s on a c o n s i d e r a b l e s c a l e d u r i n g the p a s t s e a s o n 
w e r e D r . S k e t c h l e y , G l e n d a l e ; M r . N e w t o n , T h e t f o r d ; Mr. 
M a r r i o t t , P o o r t l o c k ; a n d Mr. S . B i g g s on B e l l e v u e ; w h i l e , 
t e m p t e d b y the b r i g h t e r p r o s p e c t s , a nund^er of m e n p u r p o s e 
g o i n g i n for t o b a c c o t e n t a t i v e l y n e x t y e a r to g a i n s o m e 
e x p e r i e n c e before e m b a r k i n g on it on a l a r g e r s c a l e . 

L a s t y e a r i n the d i s t r i c t some 160 a c r e s w e r e d e v o t e d to 
t o b a c c o , a n d t h i s i s a tr i f le to w h a t m i g h t be g r o w n . K n o w ­
ledge of the c r o p a n d an adeciuate a n d r e l i a b l e s u p p l y of 
l a b o u r are the t w o e s s e n t i a l s s t i l l n e e d e d , the o t h e r s : s u i t a b l e 
s o i l a n d a r e m u n e r a t i v e m a r k e t h a v e b e e n p r o v e d to e x i s t , 
a n d the q u a l i t y of some of the s a m p l e s g r o w n are a l l t h a t 
c o u l d be d e s i r e d . 
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A f l c r tlie m a j o r c r o p s c o m e a n u m b e r of o t h e r s w h i c h a r e 
; i s vet only g r o w n on a s m a l l s c a l e . P o t a t o e s c o i l d w i t J i 
case l)e produced in a n y ( | u a n t i t y a n d s u p p l i e d a l l t h e y e a r 
round if an adequate p r i c e f o r t h i s s o m e w h a t e x a c t i n g a n d 
laborious crop c o u l d be d e p e n d e d u p o n , but f a r m e r s h a v e 
been very much d i s c o u r a g e d i n t h i s d i r e c t i o n , w h i c h i s the 
more to be regretted as p o t i t ( j e s a r e so s t r o n g l y r e c o m m e n d e d 
by our m e d i c a l a u t h o r i t i e s as a n a n t i s c o r b u t i c to be s u i i p ' i e d 
to i)oys in the m i n e c o m p o u n d s a n d as a f o r m of v e g e t a b l e 
food w h i c l i k e e p s w e l l . O n l y about 6o a c r e s of p o t a t o e s 
w i l l be found t h r o u g h o u t the wdiole d i s t r i c t d u r i n g the c o u r s e 
of the i-)resent y e a r , w h e r e a s , w i t h r e a s o n a l j l e i^rices a n d a 
rel iable m a r k e t , m a n y l i m e s t h a t a c r e a g e ' w o u l d be p l a n t e d . 
F a r m s v a r y in respect of the s e a s o n at w h i c h t h e y c a n best 
furnish potatoes, but b y s u i t c d j l e c o m l j i n a t i o n a n a l l - t h e - y e a r -
round supply s h o u l d not be i m p o s s i b l e to s e c u r e the b e n e f i t s 
of w h i c h in a r r a n g i n g c o n t r a c t s is o b v i o u s . 

O n i o n s require p e c u l i a r c o n d i t i o n s , but t h i s m o s t v a l u a b l e 
crop has been g r o w n v e r y s u c c e s s f u U v i n s e v e r a l i n s t a n c e s 
and its c u l t i v a t i o n i s l i k e l y to e x t e n d c o n s i d e r a l : ) l y i n t h e 
district , the c h i e f l i m i t a t i o n b e i n g the m a r k e t a n d t h e 
difficulties w h i c h seem to c o n f r o n t s e l l e r s as so on as t h e y 
have more t h a n a f e w b a g s to d i s p o s e of . 

Heans, on the o t h e r h a n d , a r e u s u a l l y r e a d i l y s a l e a b l e i n 
larger quant i t ies t h a n f a r m e r s a r e a b l e to p r o d u c e t h i s s o n i e -
wliat errat ic a n d r i s k y c r o p . 

G r o u n d nuts a r e a d v a n c i n g in f a v o u r . A b o u t 200 
acres weie p l a n t e d l a s t y e a r a n d m u c h m o r e i s l i k e l y i n 
the present s e a s o n . O n the h e a v i e r s o i l s t h i s c r o p is s o m e ­
what difficult to h a n d l e , i t is e s s e n t i a l l y s u i t e d to loose a n d 
even sandy s o i l , a n d of fers a l o n g w i t h u i a n n a , b e a n s , 
l>uinpkins, r a p e , k a l e a n d m a n g o l d a u s e f u l p u r p o s e as a n 
occasional c h a n g e to the s o i l f r o m a too fre<iuent c r o p i ) i n g 
ol maize. G r o u n d nuts d e s e r v e m o r e a t t e n t i o n t h a n t h e y 
liave so far r e c e i v e d . 

Another crop b e i n g more a n d more g r o w n n o w t h a t t h e 
earlier a n d <|uite u n r e a s o n a I ) l e p r e j u d i c e s a g a i n s t it are b e i n g 
'einoved, is n_iaiina for h a y . In one or t w o cases , c o n s i d e r ­
able fields of this e x c e l l e n t cvo\') a r e s o w n , but as a r u l e o n l y 
a few acres m a i n l y for p e r s o n a l use are mot w i t h . T h e a r e a 
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u n d e r m a n n a a n d C a l i l ' o r n i a n m i l l e t l a s t y e a r w a s a b o u t 200 
a c r e s . T h i s b e i n g a b u l k y c r o p a w a i t s the a d v e n t o f t h e 
r a i l w a y before m u c h c a n be p r o d u c e d f o r d i s t a n t m a r k e t s . 
T h e c u r r e n t p r i c e of m a n n a h a y in S a l i s b u r y it m a y be 
r e m a r k e d i s about J s . p e r l o o l b s . 

O a t s a r e g r o w n to a v e r y l i m i t e d e x t e n t on m o i s t g r o u n d 
o r u n d e r i r r i g a t i o n for h o r s e f e e d , a n d b a r l e y is s i m i l a r l y 
s o w n on but a s m a l l s c a l e . O n l y s | x a c r e s of w h e a t , a n d 
these m a i n l y e x p e r i m e n t a l , a r e to be m e t w i t h , but s h o u l d 
i r r i g a t i o n e x t e n d a l o n g t h e v a l l e y s t h e r e is n o r e a s o n to 
doubt t h a t t h i s w i l l b e c o m e one of the m a j o r a n d m o s t 
p r o f i t a b l e c r o p s g r o w n . 

L i n s e e d i s a l s o c o m i n g i n t o p r o m i n e n c e a n d g r o w s w e l l . 
A t p r e s e n t t h e p r i c e o b t a i n a b l e i s a b o u t 35^d. to 6 d . per l b . — 
a c c o r d i n g to the p u r p o s e for w h i c h s o l d , w h e t h e r f e e d o r 
s e e d . T h e c r o p is one w h i c h m i g h t o c c u p y a f e w a c r e s o n 
e v e r y f a r i u , s i n c e there w i l l s e l d o m be a t i m e w h e n s o m e 
a n i m a l or other w i l l not be t h e bet ter for a h a n d f u l o f g r a i n o r a 
f e w feeds of l i n s e e d g r u e l . 

I h e Mazoe l e m o n , i d e n t i c a l w i t h t h e C a p e r o u g h l e m o n , 
• a n d o c c u r r i n g w i k l in m a n y p l a c e s i n the d i s t r i c t i n s p i t e o f 
r u t h l e s s f e l l i n g b y n a t i v e s for the s a k e of the f r u i t , h a s l o n g 
p o i n t e d to the ) 3 0 s s i b i l i t y of c i t r u s f r u i t s d o i n g w e l l u n d e r 
c u l t i v a t i o n , a n d a n u m b e r of f a r m e r s h a v e p l a n t e d o r a n g e 
trees, the o h l e s t b e i n g those at E s p e r a n z a , n o w s h o w i n g so iue 
s p l e n d i d s p e c i m e n s b e a r i n g h e a v i l y . M r . G a r v i n h a s o v e r 
1,200 trees d o i n g w e l l , w h i l e e l s e w h e r e g r o v e s of 50 or t o o 
are met w i t h . R e c e n t l y the Mazoe C i t r u s S y n d i c a t e h a s 
t a k e n up t h e m a t t e r on the f a r m s S m i t h f i e l d a n d L a u r e n c e d a l e 
a n d h a v e so f a r put i n u p w a r d s of LOOO t rees a s a b e g i n n i n g 
B u t these f igures , a m o u n t i n g to about 5,000 t r e e s a l t o g e t h e r , 
a r e but a tr i f le to w h a t m a y be done, e s p e c i a l l y , as i s h o p e d , 
R h o d e s i a m a y c a t e r for the E u r o p e a n m a r k e t a s w e l l a s for 
l o c a l c o n s u m p t i o n . A t p r e s e n t there s e e m s to b e a f e e l i n g 
i n f a v o u r of s e e d l i n g t r e e s i n ] ) r e f e r e n c e to g r a f t e d o n e s . 
T h i s i s p e r h a p s more due to the s u c c e s s o f the f o r m e r t h a n to 
t h e a c t u a l f a i l u r e of the other , but t h e m a t t e r i s one w h i c h 
d e s e r v e s c l o s e r s t u d y . F o r e x p o r t , u n i f o r m i t y of flavour, 
q u a l i t y , s ize a n d k e e p i n g p r o p e r t i e s i s o f i ) r i m a r y i m p o r t a n c e 
a n d t h i s is n e x t to i m p o s s i b l e to o b t a i n f r o m s e e d l i n g trees. 
A n o t h e r p o i n t of i n t e r e s t is the need of w a t e r . I t j s c l e s j c a b l ? 



FARMS AND FARMING IN R H O D E S I A S7 

to keep all citrus fruits as far as may be out of frosty 
hollows, yet there can be little doubt but that it is an 
advantage to place the grove under a furrow, so that 
occasionally, perhaps but once or twice in the year at c r i t ica l 
times, a good soaking can be given to the ground; for, 
(hough it has been demonstrated tiiat oranges can be grown 
without artificial water, yet a greater security of return and a 
i)etter crop is to be anticii)ated where on occasion water can 
he supplied. 

The choice of Sites is much influenced by these two con­
siderations and further by shelter from cold and stormy 
winds. Almost every farmer has his orchard of va ry ing size 
where everything imaginable is being tried. In individual 
cases iierhaps everything has succeeded, but on the principle 
that one swallow does not indicate summer, the general 
impression left after seeing a number of instances is that our 
Northern European fruits are not adapted to a climate where 
the resting period of vegetation is so very feebly indicated, 
and that stone fruits, except perhaps the very earliest ripen­
ing varieties, which may escape, are too liable to injury by 
the omnipresent fruit flies, leading to the presence of maggots 
in the ri |iening fruits. Wherever the "mohobohobo" appears 
in (|iiantity, and that is often, it may be well to go in rather 
for appropriate sub-tropical and tropical fruits such as 
bananas, pineapple, guavas, paw-paw, grenadilla, tree 
tomato, oranges and naartjes and their allies, also perhaps 
• luince, roselle and loquat. These apparently do wel l with 
hut a minimum of attention, and provide the remote country 
household with most welcome and necessary diet, as wel l as 
offering opportunities for a side line in the earning capaci ty 
of the farm. 

Figures given elsewhere of crops and acreages would be 
nuiltiplied several fold in a very few years, and a large 
population brought on to the land, were there but reliable 
means for conveyance of produce and recpurements. A g i t a ­
tion in this direction has of course been on foot for many 
years, but a better case can be made out to-day than in the 
P^ist; the people have gone out ahead of the track, not 
following it as often happens with colonisation elsewhere, 
and have proved the country. It is not difiacult to prognosti-
'•'itr that at no distant date the cultivated area of Alazoe w i l l 
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